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he knows that Husqvarna Viking is always working on new 
innovations. Like the newest update for the Designer I. An Endless 
Embroidery hoop, new applique and quilting stitches, 9mm scallop 
stitch and more—over 50 new features since its introduction. 
Tomorrow, though, is even more exciting. Joining the Designer I is 
the latest in creative technology, the Husqvarna Viking Designer SE. 
You see, she knows the future looks Simply Excellent...one stitch 
and embroidery at a time! 


©2004 VSM Sewing Inc. Husqvarna and Viking are registered trademarks. All rights reserved. 
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Madeira Embroidery & Quilting Thread Treasure Chest 
180 Rayon 220 yd. spools #10 Metallic 220 yd. spools 


a My 


Nancy’s Promise... 
DS Satisfaction Guaranteed 


7? fasiga the future 7) 


¢ 4 Bobbinfil 1650 yd. spools 


“How could you not fall in love with all 
these colors — and what a bargain!” 


Nancy Zieman, PBS host of “Sewing with Nancy.” 


Nancy's Notions 


www.nancysnotions.com 


Call 1-800-833-0690 


Give SC#43AD-NNKM_ | Select Chest & Trolley color 


Offer valid 8-15-04 —12-31-04 
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Madeira Thread Spools (194) 
Embroidery Designs CD (82 designs) 
Treasure Chest (Teak Burl or White) 
Color Cards & Conversion Chart 
Thread Snips & Seam Ripper 
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Hemline Sewing Machine Trolley ge Rat ism 
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purchase — for stylish sewing [eRe ays. 
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Floral Tapestry ‘ 
Choice of colors limited to stock on hand. So toe |! a 


october/november 2004 3 


THREAD 


OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2004 NUMBER 115 






up front 
6 Contributors 16 Questions 
Reinforcing clipped 
8 Letters seam allowances, 
sources for boiled wool 
12 Tips and knit binding, 
Sleek elastic waist, protecting pockets 
identifying thread 
spools, preshrinking, 26 Basics 
storing thread, fitting The right way to 


thimbles, marks for 


sew buttons 
hem folding 


34 Fitting 
Fitting pants to wide 
hips and thin legs 
requires a dart 
adjustment 


5 DESIGN OPTIONS 
FOR REPLACING 
DARTS 


38 
) 








features 


38 5 Design Options for Replacing Darts 


To shape a blouse or jacket, you don't have to default to 
basic darts—try one of these stylish alternatives instead 
by Heather Claus 


42 Negative Printing Techniques 


Removing color from your fabric can be as dramatic as 


adding color~especially when you do it with a stencil 
by Karen Tornow 


47 Stuck on Skirt Fitting? 
Duct Tape Makes a Great Pattern 


Try this easy, honest, and measurement-free way to 
duplicate your contours 


Online Extra: Learn to “clone yourself a fitting assistant” 
by Jean Haas 


51 Elastic Fact File 
Look no further. Here’s how to use the top elastic products 
to best advantage. 


Online Extra: A source list for all your elastic needs 
by Pamela Busque 
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Machine Hemstitching: " 
A Double-duty Finish 


This wing needle technique adds a delicate embellishment while 
finishing and securing the facing edge 


by Barbara Callahan 


Key Turning Points for Lining by Machine 
A sawy sewing sequence provides an open seam for 

turning each type of garment 

Online Extra: How to insert a lining in a tailored jacket by machine 


by Shannon Gifford 


Fabrications: Stylish Design Ideas for a 


Classic Coat 


If you sew because you love unique garments, here are 
three examples to inspire you 


by the Threads editors 
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Karen Tornow (“Negative Printing Techniques”) learned early 
to enjoy the delights of wearing unique, handmade clothing— 
her mother sewed her clothing until she was able to do it 
herself. But it wasn’t until she'd put in over 20 years as an 
oftice manager that Karen discovered she could make sewing 
and serving sewers a Career. For more than five years, she’s 
averaged a garment a week, made between meeting the needs 
of her family and the fabric and sewing machine shop where 


she’s the Mise buyer and class instructor, in Corvallis, Oregon. Aside from jeans, socks, 
shoes, and under-things, if Karen’s wearing it, she made it. In her free time, Karen likes to 
work in her extensive and lovely garden, and enjoys her pet birds and dogs. 


Jean Haas (“Stuck on 
Skirt Fitting?”) learned to 
sew in elementary 
school by helping her 
mother make dance 
costumes for her. She 
created a sewing , 
business as an offshoot of sewing costumes 
for her own daughter, an avid horsewoman. 
Other riders sought out Jean's sewing talents 
for customized equestrian gear. The 
challenges of fitting figures so they looked 
as good sitting on a horse as when walking 
their mounts fascinated her, and led to her 
love affair with duct tape, which has proved 
an ideal fitting aid. Jean says it’s the best of 
all the tapes, but she’s always on the lookout 
for an even better body-forming material. 


Connie Long (‘The 
Right Way to Sew 
Buttons”) loves to teach 
and use advanced 
sewing techniques, but 
doesn’t take the basics 
= for granted. Three or 
four times a week, she braves gridlock in the 
Washington, D.C. area to teach beginners at 
G Street Fabrics in Rockville, Maryland. In her 
three-hour buttonholes seminar, she helps 





students master corded, bound, and diagonal 
buttonholes, and reviews the fundamentals of 
button sewing. Well-sewn buttons complete a 
sturdy, professional closure, but Connie is 
also well aware of their creative possibilities. 
She used much of her collection to enhance 
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garments for her recent book, Embellish 
Chic (The Taunton Press, 2002). 


Barbara Callahan 
(“Machine Hemstitching: 
A Double-duty Finish”) 
grew up in Bermuda and 
Cuba, and loves wearing 
the linen fiber on which 
she has built her career. 
For 25 years Barb designed and sold one-of- 
a-kind custom clothes at top art and craft 
shows across the country. These clothes 
were the inspiration for her line of unique 
patterns (www.barboriginals.com). Today Barb 
is a nationally recognized teacher, designer, 
and patternmaker. She and her husband live 
in Shoreham, Vermont, and Venice, Florida. 


Heather Claus 

(“5 Design Options for 
Replacing Darts”) 
spends her days trying 
new techniques and 
pattern designs and 
communicating with 
thousands of sewers worldwide in her online 
magazine and classes. She has been 
fascinated with vintage clothing since she 
was a teenager, and has translated that 
fascination into a love of researching vintage 
design and patternmaking techniques—which 
are apparent in her frequent contributions to 
Threads “Delicious Details” department. When 
she’s not sewing, writing, or researching she 
enjoys walking her dogs at the beach. 
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a < Vy , The Ultimate Cutting & Craft Table 
SEW-B RIT 
! make size & shape to suit your 
Novi, MI. 


! New & improved 22"x22"x36" 
by Manta-Ray, Inc. 
! needs. Six units will create a 
Oct 1-3,2004 








4 ‘high modular design, total 
Storage cutting table. Molded of 
_www.sew-brite.com 800-252-0276 | cutting table 44"x66"x36" high 
Hebtiuodinaess® = (illustrated below). 


® structured resins and shipped 
iassembled. Easily combined to 
See it at booth #446 
American Sewing Expo 












FREE! 


$72 retail value : 
40"x60" SewF it Pinnable 

| Cutting Mat with purchase 
of six units. 
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Wholesale prices for everyone! 


*»” NO MORE 
SORE FINGERS 


UltraThimble"—the ultimate thimble! A stainless 


80 Color Value Pack: Cotton thread: 
includes 80 cones of $1.99/1100 yards 


machine embroidery Rayon thread: 


thread for $119.95. 

1100 yards per cone, | 1 rae i 
Free ek in ilk ribbon: 
Item code: oe 2 starting at 


SETPOLYIO00 $0.19 per yard 





13529-N Skinner Rd., Cypress, TX 77429 
Phone 1-800-504-6867 
See our complete product line at www.threadart.com. 
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distinctivefabric.com 


sa easy 
wide online 
selection ordering 


Fabric at unbeatable prices! 


Charmeuse Satin ...$4.00/yd_ Velour --- $4.00/yd 
Velvet ... $7.00tyd_ — Dupioni Silk... $14.00fyd 
Cotton Jersey —... $4.00fyd_ = Gabardine... $5.00lyd 
Organza - S4.25lyd = Sequins a» $4.00/yd 


www.distinctivefabric.com 


info@distinctivefabric.com 


877-721-7269 





steel fingertip shield with precision-cut dimples 
for great needle control. Attaches securely to 
upper pushing and/or 
under deflecting fingers 
with reusable adhesive 
dots. Protection without 
bulk that's strong enough, 
small enough, stable 
enough to stitch for 
hours in 
comfort. 
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www.colonialneedle.com * 800-9-NEEDLE 
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Letters 


FROM THE EDITOR 





What comes Tirst when you sew? A design 
idea based on an outtit you've seen on the 
street? The fabric or color? A pattern that 


strikes your fancy as you flip through a catalog? | often start with 
a design idea and look for a pattern with the silhouette I’m think- 
ing of; then | revise or embellish the details and select fabric—just 


as Threads does with the feature “Fabrications: one pattern/three looks.’ If there is a 
garment for which you'd like to see creative design ideas, send us a note describing 


the basic silhouette (see “How to contact us” on p. 7); we'll see if we can fit it into our 


“Fabrications” schedule. 


Speaking of embellishment, next time you’re looking for a pretty way to finish a hem 


or facing, turn to p. 57 and try the decorative machine hems shown on the cover. 


Remembering Susan Allen 


Once in a while, if you’re lucky, you cross 
paths with someone who genuinely changes 
your life. I was blessed in this way, and so 
were many Threads authors and readers 
whose paths crossed formally or informally 
with that of former Threads associate editor 
and then contributing editor, Susan B. Allen. 
To the utter dismay of everyone who knew 
her, Susan died of breast cancer on June 17 
at the age of 52. 

There was never a more brilliant spokes- 
person for Threads than Susan. From the 
moment I received her application for an 
editorial opening in 1996, I knew that she 
was probably the next editor I would hire; 
and once I had talked with her on the phone 
and interviewed her in person, I was com- 
pletely convinced that this businesswoman- 
turned-fiber artist would not only be a won- 
derful addition to the editorial staff of the 
magazine but also an extraordinary am- 
bassador for Threads. And she was. 

Anyone who met Susan knew that she was 
funny. Not just sort of funny, but hilarious. 
And in laughing with Susan, you immedi- 
ately formed a bond that went far beyond the 
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Carol Spier, Editor 





laughter. Susan inspired loving fabric. Lov- 
ing good design and powerful visual im- 
agery. Loving polka dots and stripes. Loving 
sewing and making things up out of nothing. 
Loving people and helping them connect 
and grow. Loving adventure and uncharted 
territory. In short, loving getting up in the 
morning and starting on the daunting and 
exhilarating business of living the upcoming 
24 hours well and with great curiosity. 
Susan was not just funny, compassionate, 
and extremely creative; she was also coura- 
geous. Throughout all of her physical ills, 
she offered up an astonishingly dignified 
model of how we all might confront adver- 
sity of the worst sort. She leaves behind an 
unusually spirited body of work that will 
touch you even if you didn’t know her name. 
You can see her influence, and sometimes 
her smile, in Threads from her first issue, 
No. 63, through No. 114. Susan also leaves 
behind a husband, David; a five-year-old 
daughter, Haley, her most beautiful creation 
of all; and untold legions of friends, who 
profoundly grieve a world without her. 
Chris Timmons, former Threads editor 


On the road 


Threads will have a booth at the shows 
listed here. Please stop by to say hello. 


American Sewing Expo 

Novi Expo Center 

Novi, MI 

248-889-3111 

www. americansewingexpo.com 
October 1-3 

The Inspired by Threads Design 
Challenge will be presented on 
October 2. 


Creative Sewing and 

Needlework Festival 

Metro Toronto Convention Centre 
Toronto, ON, Canada 
800-291-2030 

www.csnf.com 

October 14-17 


International Quilt Festival 

George R. Brown Convention Center 
Houston, TX 

713-781-6864 

www.quilts.com 

November 3-7 


Original Sewing & Quilt Expo 
800-699-6309 
www. sewingexpo.com 


Threads Design Challenge VIII 

on view: 

Dulles Expo Center 

Chantilly, VA (Washington, D.C.) 
September 30-October 2 


Donald E. Stephens Convention Center 
Rosemont, IL (Chicago) 
October 7-9 


Overland Park Convention Center 
Kansas City, KS (Overland Park) 
October 14-16 


Threads Design Challenge IX to 

be presented: 

Sheraton Bloomington Hotel 
Minneapolis South 

Minneapolis, MN (Bloomington) 
November 11-13 
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is a kids fashion magazine | ——— 
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’ ' rr , Si 7 j “a — 
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+3 designs for ladies in each issue 
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magazine and print out FREE PATTERNS. 


www.ottobred es Cc We. Beautiful machine embroidery designs to inspire you! 


PATTERNS INSTRUCTIONS STYLE FASHION QUALITYFROM FINLM www.holleyberrycollections.com 
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MONTEREY MILLS 


Fabrics and stuffing can be used 


— for crafts, stuffed animals, toys, 
From America's costumes and more. 


| Largest Quilt Shop! 


Featuring all the fabric, books, patterns and Minimum of der - $100 ¢ Orders usually 
| quilting goodies you could wish for. Send your | shipped within 48 hours 


name & address today! Your catalog will be 
poled hat cee? Cena i Send for se east Send $5.00 
Or Sample Swatches 


Keepsake uilting, 
Quilting, 1725 E. Delavan Dr., Janesville, WI 53545 


Dept. TM 
Ph: 1-800-432-9959 or 1-608-754-2866 


| 
Route 25B, PO Box 1618 7 
Centre Harbor, NH 03226-1618 
L. www.keepsakequilting.com J ext. 402 or 403 
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128 Page 
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This all- 
metal, 
straight- 





stitch 


machine i 
looks & SPECIAL $299! 


acts a lot like grandmother's trusty old 
treadle model. It is extremely reliable, easy) 
to use, with a 5/16” lift and the power to 
handle up to 6 layers of canvas. Sew 
cushions, covers, upholster furniture... 

For Machines, Fabrics, Fasteners & 
more — Call 800-348-2769 
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Winterfleece m 
Velour Antipill 


Over 225 new patterns 
for 2004 
Ask for Winterfleece. Velour 
at Your Local Fabric Store 
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812 Jersey Ave Jersey City, NJ 07310 www.baumtextile.com 201-659-0444 201-659-9719 Fax 
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The new 
artista systems 
come with 
bonus gifts! 
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artista 185 Quilter’s 
Embroidery Edition 


lt s the sewing and embroidery 
system designed foi quilters Buy 
Tica W erate VOUT bonus ert ru lucles 
a patchwork foot, straight stitch 
plate and al quilting titatae 


embroidery care. 


artista 165E 
Heritage Edition 


A versatile system that celebrates 
our Swiss heritage and American 
creativily Buy now and Your 
bonus rift includes a free 


patriong 


Special editions available 
for a limited time only. 


Available at participating Bernina Deaiers only Embroidery 
cards are selected by Bernina and are subject to change 


Nothing Sews Like A Bernina. Nothing. 
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ae 
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Buttonhole sizing correction 
On p. 20 of the September 2004 issue, in the 
“Basics” article on making machine but- 
tonholes, the illustration shows how to mea- 
sure a shank or ball button with a tape 
wrapped around the button, including the 
shank. But is that right? The shank never 
needs to go through the buttonhole, so why 
does it get included when calculating the 
buttonhole size? 

Emma Bull, Bisbee, Ariz. 


Connie Long replies: Emma is correct; you 
should exclude the shank from the mea- 
surement. 


Design board tip put to good use 
Thanks so much for 
the tip from Judith 
Neukam on her fold- 






ing design board July 
2004). I have just 
started trying to mar- 
ket my work but can’t 
afford to spend a lot 
of money on display 
accessories. 

The folding screen 
idea was pretty easy 
to adapt to a 3-panel, 
5-foot-high style, and 
it still only took one 
sheet of foamcore. 

I's wonderfully 
lightweight and easy to change displays sim- 
ply by moving pins around. I’m working on 
a way to stabilize it from the back to make 
it windproof (most of the shows this time of 
year are outside). 

Thanks again fora great idea. 

Pat Rowan, Ottawa, ON, Canada 


Refresh your memory and skills- 
reread previous Threads issues 

I love your magazine and look forward to 
reading every new issue. | am enrolled in a 
sewing techniques class, and last month’s 


Next Issue’s Highlights 


¢ Spring/Summer 
pattern review 
¢ Tips for success 


¢ Ruffle basics 


project was stained glass with fabric. I did 
my homework on the back of a jacket that I 
had made a few months earlier, using the 
fake shibori technique I had picked up from 
Threads No. 72. It was the second jacket | 
had made with this technique. The teacher 
loved it and inquired about it. | searched for 
the article, and whilst doing this | came up- 
on other techniques which hadn’t previ- 
ously interested me. I immediately started 
looking through other old issues and found 
quite a few ideas to get me started afresh! I 
urge all readers to do the same thing. Your 
Threads magazines are at your fingertips, 
with all sorts of newideas. We change as we 
grow older, our visions change, our likes 
and dislikes may alter—so take a look at 
what may not have 
caught your eye 10 
years ago, and discov- 
er additional and excit- 
ing ways to comple- 
current 


ment your 


with velvet sewing style. 
Daphne Dooling, 


Burlington, ON, 


Plus fitting, Canada 
embellish- 

- ment, ideas Online index: a 
for holiday valuable resource 
sewing, Your online index of 
and more. past issues is terrific. | 


had been searching in 

vain through my old is- 

sues of Threads (all the way back to No. 1) 

for an article on converting one-piece to 

two-piece sleeves. With a simple search on 

“sleeve” (at www.threadsmagazine.com), | 

had the reference in an instant. What a time- 
saver. Thanks! 

Jennifer Holladay, La Canada, Calif. 


Threads abbreviations key 


CB center back 
CF center front 


To save space, 
we sometimes 


abbreviate S.a. seam allowance 
these frequently RS right side 
used terms. WS wrong side 
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Discover a world of imag}* 
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artista 2OOE. 
It’s time to buy the best. 


Innovation. It’s why artista 2OOE won a prestigious Consumers Digest Best Buy Award. Visit your 


Bernina Dealer today and experience these exclusive, “world’s first” features for yourself. 










Microsoft® Windows® Powered CD-ROM Drive 
Only artista 200£ is Microsoft® Windows® Only artista 2OOEF comes with a 
Powered, making it the most intuitive AERTS CD-ROM drive for easy access to 
and easiest to navigate. oll >: hundreds of embroidery designs. 

| BEST BUY [Im ee 
Rescalable Embroidery SW Ergonomic Color Touch Screen 


The artista 2008 doesn’t limit your IG ES fl Only artista 200E offers a centrally 
embroidery. You're able to create perfect : located screen for easier viewing. 
embroidery at any size. A Bernina exclusive. Everything is right where you want it. 


Visit www. berninausa.com/a200cd/request.html or your es st sping see 
Bernina Dealer to receive a free artista 200E CD-ROM. BERN INA 
The Bost Buy Seal & a regetered trademark of Consumers Oigeat Communications. LLC, used under license. 62004 Bernina of Amoatica 
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FROM READERS TO READERS 


Make pull-on pants sleek 


Pull-on pants are best for my figure, but | don’t like the bulky look when my waistband shows. | found a 


ready-to-wear trick that’s quick to sew and results in a smooth, secure finish that looks like a faced waist. 


| adjust my pattern to have a cut-on casing by measuring the width of my elastic and adding that amount 







Serge the elastic — 
inside the pants. 


Pull-on pants can be 
just as svelte as those 
with faced waistlines. 
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Tilt your sewing machine 
If you tilt your sewing machine 


to save your eyes and/or back 
when you sew, try using a com- 
puter keyboard wrist rest to 
prop up your machine. I posi- 
tion the wrist rest to control the 
degree of tilt, and the length of 
the rest supports the entire ma- 
chine. I found mine at an office 
supply store. 
—Carol Covill, 
Columbia Falls, Mont. 


~~ Hand-tack the elastic 


above the waist seamline. If my pattern doesn't 


already have front and back darts | add faux 


darts by sewing pintucks on the inside of the 


The waistline jg Pants where the darts would go. 
the foldline. 


When it’s time to finish the waistline, | place 


my elastic on the wrong side of the fabric 


and serge it to the unfinished top edge of the 


pants. Then | fold the elastic to the inside of the 


pants on the waistline, and 


to the seams and 
_ darts on the inside. 


Alter your thimble to fit 
Thimbles are round, but my fin- 
ger is oval. | bent my thimble 
with a few gentle taps of a ham- 
mer. Now it fits much better. 
—Dorothy Zaleski, 
Southington, Conn. 


Mark thread spools to 
remember settings 
Because I usually have many 
works-in-progress, I change the 
thread on my sewing machine 


hand-tack it to just the seams 
and each dart, as shown. | now 
have a smoothly finished 
waistband with no apparent 
stitches, and the elastic 


doesn’t twist or bunch. 


—Jill Smith, Lincoln, Neb. 


several times a day. For easy 
readjustments, I note the ten- 
sion settings and needle sizes I 
used on the end of each spool of 
thread with an indelible marker. 
—Cynthia Dunn, 

Nederland, Colo. 


On-the-spot preshrinking 

I was in a hurry and needed a 
small piece of fabric for a pock- 
et pouch. I wanted lightweight 
cotton to match my 100-percent 


Drawings: Caro! Ruzicka 


CREATED TO €E 


For over 190 years, 
Coats & Clark has been 
» — turning the finest American 
raw materials into the world’s 
most beautiful and durable threads. 
Today, we put that same 
craftsmanship into Coats Dual Duty 
Plus® At its core is high-tensile 


polyester, which withstands 
tension, stress and the passage 
of time. The outer wrap Is top 
quality, long-staple Pima cotton 
—soft, lustrous, brilliant. It’s no 
wonder Coats Dual Duty Plus® is 
America’s best-selling thread. 
For projects created to last for 
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N DURE 


generations, choose the 
thread that's created to endure — 
Coats Dual Duty Plus® 


©) Coats & Clark 


3430 Toringdon Way, Suite 301, Charlotte, NC 28277 
In Canada: Coats & Clark, Mississauga, ON L5T 2TS 


www.coatsandclark.com 
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Have a tip? 





Share your tips, 
tricks, and 
sewing/embell- 
ishing resources. 
Send us details, 
sketches, photos, 
or samples. We'll 
pay for each 
item we publish. 
Piease send 
them to: 
Threads Tips, 
PO Box 5506, 
Newtown, CT 
06470-5506. 





cotton fashion fabric but muslin 
was all | had available and it 
wasn't preshrunk. 

1 cut the amount of muslin | 
needed, placed it in a bowl, and 
poured near-boiling water over it 
(similar to preshrinking inter- 
facing). 1 soaked it until the wa- 
ter was tepid and then wrung it 
out. | placed the wet muslin 
piece in a mixing bowl and used 
a hair dryer to dry it. The bowl 
allowed the hot air to circulate 
back into the fabric, which made 
the drying time shorter. I fluffed 
the muslin with one hand and 
held the dryer with the other. It 
worked great. 

—Carolyn Rehbaum, 
Altamonte Springs, Fla. 


Storing thread spools 
I pounded a row of finishing 
nails across the top of the de- 
sign board in my sewing room 
to hold my spools of thread. 
They’re now easily on hand 
when I’m working. 

—Jennifer Sauer, Threads 


This is an easy way to mark and 


sew perfectly symmetrical 
darts-even when they’re curved. 





center line. 
void to mar. 
on the fabric. 


Two in one: 
Reinforced patterns and 
easy dart marking 
I back my favorite patterns that 
I use often with nonwoven 
fusible interfacing. This adds 
body to the tissues and keeps 
them from getting tattered. 

| add shaped darts to my gar- 
ments so exact marks are cru- 
cial. Here’s how | transfer the 
dart markings from my rein- 
forced patterns to my fabric 
without punching holes in the 
patterns: Cut the pattern along 
one side of the shaped dart and 
fold back the dart along its cen- 
ter line. | use a marker to trace 
the outline of the open area on- 
to the fabric. 






When I’m sewing the dart, | 
fold the fabric on the marked 
center line and sew along the 
other traced line. There’s no 
need to draw the whole dart 
since you can only see one side 
while you're sewing. 

—Alice Townsend, 
Vero Beach, Fla. 


Easy needle identification 
I've attached an _ adhesive- 
backed clip to my sewing ma- 
chine and keep the package of 
the needle currently in use in 
the clip. Now there’s no mys- 
tery about what size needle is in 
my machine. 
—Laury Henry, 
Spring, Tex. 





Smart marks for hem folding 


| find marking the hem foldline on either side of the fabric to be inconvenient. My tip: 


Don’t mark the foldline, mark the “fold-to” line. Measure twice the hem allowance 


above the turned- 


under edge and mark 
it on the inside of a 
garment, then fold 
the turned-under 


edge up to it. 


14. THREADS 


—Antonio Patterson, 


Hem 
allowance > 


Brooklyn, N.Y. 





it’s not easy to see 


the hemline, so don’t 


mark it. Instead, mark 
a “fold-to” line. 












ORIGINAL 
Sewing & Quilt 
Eo P.O. 


/0 anwive eal celebration 


DEMOS 
WORKSHOPS 
EXHIBITS 
SHOPPING 


WASHINGTON, DC 
Chantilly, VA 
sept. S0—Oci. 1, 2 


CHICAGO, IL 


Rosemont, IL 
Oct. 7, 8. 9 


KANSAS CITY, KS 
Overland Park, KS 
Oct. [b4, 1.5, 06 


MINNEAPOLIS, MN 
Bloomington, MN 
Nov. tl, 12,13 





Husqvarna =s« VIKING 
PFAFF THREADS 2\éKy- 
Gear  GeNexaTions; BERNINA 
@yappy Warm JO-ANN brother. 
SINGER hohylockh stitches 
| CHICAGO MEDIA SPONSOR: Daily Herald 


800-699 - 6309 
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3rd Time’s 
A Charm... 


‘While the first two versions | 


were charming, Wild Ginger 
proudly announces: 


PatternViaster Boutique 
Version 3. 


Now available at very low 
upgrade prices for those 


owners of versions 1 or 2. 


Also priced right for those 
Who > are re Nee stag on 


FE on Fit 
EXPERTS! 
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Specials for Stores, Artists, 
Dressmakers 


ASSORTED SAMPLE SET is available 
for $40 plus shipping 


Join our SILK FABRIC CLUB - $20 annually 
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“FASHION?” 


Learn NYC industry techniques from a university 
instructor & author who sews for NYC Fashion 
Week & the Paris Haute Couture. 


Fall/Winter: Classes at Drexel U., the Baum 
School of Art & seminars across the US. 


July/August: ‘05 Camp Couture”™- Draping, 
Patternmaking & Fine French Sewing. 


Call 610-346-6071 
www.ptakcouture.com 
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Creating surface 
texture & design 
»\ using Fiber Etch gel 


jonthreads.com = 
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SILKS 





Velvets 
Chiffons 


Satins 





Prints 
and Much More 


‘Thai Silks! 


252(T) State Street * Los Altos, CA 94022 
(800) 722-SILK 
Tel: (650) 948-8611 ¢ Fax: (650) 948-3426 


silks @thaisilks.com 
www.thaisilks.com 


Our Low Prices Will Surprise You! 
Free Brochure Call Toll Free 


october/november 2004 15 





ANSWERS TO YOUR SEWING, QUILTING, AND EMBELLISHING QUERIES 


Reinforcement for clipped 
seam allowances 


seam, especially along curves. Any suggestions? 


16 


Whenever | clip seam allowances so | can press them 


open, | worry that the fabric will ravel and weaken the 


THREADS 


—Kristin Annitto, Oviedo, Fla. 


Clipping seam allowances 
along curves is a neces- 3. Sew the seam. 

sary evil, but I’ve figured 
out a way to reinforce the 
clipped allowances with bias 
strips of lightweight, sew-in 
interfacing. This simple tech- 
nique ensures that the fabric 
won't shred and therefore weak- 
en the seam. To minimize ravel- 
ing, | also position my scissors 
at a 45-degree angle to the fabric 
grain when I clip. The five-step 





5. Anchor the 


reinforcement process is demon- ; 
P clips to the 


strated at right; here, for clarity, 
a different color thread is used 


interfacing 
with rows of 
staystitching. 





for each step. 


Anna Mazur fine-tunes her couture 


sewing techniques in Avon, Conn. 


Sources for boiled wool and 
matching knit binding 


Are wool felt and boiled wool the same fabric’? Where 
can | buy boiled wool and dyed-to-match knit binding? 
~Gitty Pultman, Brooklyn, N.Y. 


2. Baste a bias strip 
of interfacing 
to the wrong 
side of both 












4. Clip the seam 
allowances of the 













fashion fabric, 
then press 
them open. 








Because of their scale- 

like surface and natural 

springlike crimp, wool 
fibers have the distinctive abili- 
ty to felt. When vigorously ex- 
posed to heat, moisture, and 
pressure (or agitation in home 
washing machines) the wool 
fibers become entangled, caus- 
ing permanent shrinkage. Al- 
though wool felt and boiled 
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ComBINE Great SEwING witH Basic Economics 


AND Wuat Do You Ger? 


ir fh re ( The = i " 
| af i _ 
b ¢ we | : 1 aoe 
) ; ‘Two New Sewinc yeuliie sat 

- SENSATIONS FROM ]UKI y 


HZL-E7o HZL-E61 


Quav-Mope LED Inpicaror 


Owne-Toucu Direct Patrern SELECTION 
50 Parrerns ENTERED aT CONTROL PANEL 


20 Parrerns SELECTED By Pusn Butron 


8 Automatic ButTONHOLE PATTERNS 3 Automatic ButronHOLE PatTrerns 


Auto Neep.te IHREADER Auto NeEEp.e THREADER 


2 Auto LocxstitrcH Keys 2 Auto Locx Stitcn Keys 


Easy ADJUSTMENT FOR STITCH LENGTH Easy ApJUSTMENT FoR StTiTcH LENGTH 


Easy ApJUSTMENT FoR ZIG ZAG WipTH Easy ApjusTMENT For Z1c Zac WipTH 


Drop Freep ror Free-Morion Quittine Drop Freep ror Free-Motion Quittine 


Extra Freep Doc For STRONGER FEED Extra Freep Doc For STRONGER FEED 


Wuy DO WE CALL THEM SENSATIONS? BECAUSE THEY COMBINE EVERYTHING EFFICIENT AND FUN ABOUT SEWING WITH 
DOWN HOME ECONOMICS! PRECISION STITCHING, USER-FRIENDLY FEATURES AND NEW TECHNOLOGY MAKE IT ALL HAPPEN. 
AND WITH A PRICE TO MATCH PRECISION, THESE NEWCOMERS CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN MEETING YOUR SEWING 


BUDGET. SEE HOW OUR SENSATIONAL NEW HZL MODELS CAN UNLEASH YOUR SENSATIONAL SEWING IDEAS! 


at LiCl 


Contact Jux1 Union SPECIAL FOR THE DEALER NEAREST YOU OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT WWW .JUKI.COM 


Jux1 Union Speciar, Inc. 8500 N.W. 17rH Srreer Miami, FL 33126 Tex: 305.594.0059 Fax: 305.594.0720 Home Drvisron E-mart: some@juxi.com 


Aut Juxi Home SEWERS ARE DESIGNED FOR USE BY ENTHUSIASTIC BEGINNERS OR ADVANCED PROFESSIONALS! 
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“Sometimes I’m amazed 
with what these sergers can do. 
Other times, I’m blown away.” 


TAKE THE BABY LOCK 
JET-AIR THREADING" CHALLENGE 


Sometimes, before you can believe something, you have to see it for yourself. Baby Lock understands that. 
That's why they want you to see their Jet-Air Threading system in action. In fact, they're challenging 
you to find any serger that’s superior to their Evolve, Imagine and Imagine Wave. 


With patented features like those listed here, | don’t think it’s possible. 


JeT-AiR THREADING. 
With the push of a button it’s threaded! No more 
struggling with small thread guides. Start serging NOw! 


JUST THE RIGHT BALANCE! 
Our Automatic Thread Delivery System means 


a balanced stitch EVERY time with no tension dials to set. 


THREAD IN ANY ORDER ANYTIME! 
Whether it's one thread or all of them, re-thread without 
remembering a threading sequence. 








FOR THE LOVE OF SEWING 


www. babylock.com 800-422-2952 
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imagine wave 


_ SAVINGS GOOD ON... 


Evolve. 
Experience the world’ 
most advanced 
8 -thread serger. 


Imagine Wave. 
Easy to use. Easy to whip up 


one-of-a-kind creations. 


Imagine. 
You can't go wrong with 
Baby Lock’s best-selling serger. 


Get O% interest for 12 
months with approved credit. 


Bring this ad to ) your retailer or 
visit babylock.com for details. 
Call 800-422-2952 to 


find a retailer in your area, 
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Sources for 
boiled wool and 
matching trim 


Britex Fabrics 

San Francisco 
415-392-2910 
www.britexfabrics.com 


G Street Fabrics 
Rockville, MD 
301-231-8998 
www.gstreetfabrics.com 


Karen’s Kreations 
Bellevue, WA 
425-643-9809 
www.getcreativeshow.com 
/karens_kreations.htm 


Linda’s Sewing Center 
Corvallis, OR 
541-757-1317 


Tex-Styles 

Oakville, ON, Canada 
800-771-7599 
www.tex-styles.com 


THREADS 


ST TOMS cesnmue 


wool are both created using 
heat, moisture, and pressure, 
they aren’t the same fabric. 

Wool felt is a relatively inex- 
pensive, nonwoven fabric and 
doesn’t have the drape and 
elasticity generally desired in 
apparel. It does have excellent 
insulating qualities against 
sound and vibration, however, 
and while still wet, wool felt can 
be shaped into warm items like 
hats and slippers. 

Boiled wool is a more expen- 
sive ($25 to $100 per yard), 
thick knit fabric that has been 
heavily felted and fulled (you 
may hear it referred to as Geiger, 
which is actually an Austrian 
manufacturer famous for its 
boiled wool jackets) that looks 
the same on both sides and 
doesn’t ravel. It’s soft, warm, 
durable, water- and wind-resis- 
tant, and has the flexibility of 





Welt pockets are sewn 
closed to prevent them 





from gaping and stretch- 
ing during shipping, ensuring 
a nice presentation on store 
racks. You can remove the 
stitches before you wear the 
garment, or if you wish to con- 
tinue the protection (everyday 
wear and tear can stretch softly 


trick for pocket protection 


a knit (which 
allows for com- 
fortable wear- 

ing = ease). 
Boiled wool | 
works best | 
in simple, | 
classic gar- 
ments; in- 

terfacing, lining, or facings 
aren't usually necessary. 
Edges can be left raw, 
serged, or blanket-stitched, 
or, aS you mentioned, fin- 
ished with a matching fold- 
over wool-knit binding (see 
sources at left). 





Karen Tornow designs and teach- 
es in Corvallis, Ore., and wrote 
“Two Takes on Felting Wool 
Jersey” in Threads No. 109. 


” are sewn closed. Why is this done’? 


tailored welts out of shape), 
you can leave the stitches in— 
but doing so keeps the pockets 
unusable. 

Although most home sewers 
won't be needing to protect their 
pockets during shipping, you 
can take this garment industry 
practice as a cue and do the 
same in order to prepare your 


I've noticed that some ready-to-wear jacket pockets 


—Michael Tony Couch, via email 


work for pressing. Doing so will 
make it easier to flatten and 
square the welt seams and gen- 
erally improve the quality of the 
finished garments. So go ahead 
and baste your pockets closed 
from the right side. 





Paddye Mann is a clothing designer 
in Pakenham, ON, Canada. 
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SOMETIMES 
IT ONLY 
TAKES 


A GLIMPSE 





TO MAKE YOU WANT TO SEE MORE. 


It's easy to fall in love with the new Baby Lock Ellegante. Not only is it the perfect 
complement to the things you already do so well, its superior technological advancements 


make creating the th ings you love easier than ever. 


So what are some of the Ellegante’s most admired attributes ? Some love the fact that 
it stitches faster than you'd believe. Others are enamored with its automatic no-hassle 
threading and its ability to cut your jump threads for you. Everyone seems to be captivated 
by the exclusive designs from Nancy <jeman. 


What's more, the Ellegante is sure to serve as a kind of muse. Its beauty will not just inspire 
you, but enable you, to realize projects you've only imagined — UNTIL NOW. 


TEMPTED TO KNOW MORE? 
VISIT YOUR RETAILER OR LOG ON TO WWW.BABYLOCK.COM 


RIGHT NOW, TAKE mite 6 
INTEREST FOR 12 MONTHS wit PARMEN 


“Find out what you love most about the Elegante. 
Visit your favorite Baby Lock retailer today,” 


“Damey Suan PBS Host of “Sewing With Nancy” sh Lajos 952 or visit Seabee oe 
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IF YOU HAVE A PASSION FOR SEWING, THESE ARE EXCITING TIMES. 
-Nancy Kieman 









I love to sew as much as you do, so when I'm offered the opportunity to check out the latest innovation in 
sewing, you can imagine how quickly I jump at the chance. Recently, | was offered a sneak peak at the 
latest from Baby Lock. Their new state-of-the-art sewing and embroidery machine is called the 


Ellegante, and it was a thrill to operate. 


For starters, when they removed the cover, it literally took my breath away. It didn't look like any 
other machine I've ever seen. Its futuristic platinum-trimmed design is sleek and streamlined. The 


electronics are innovative, but uncomplicated. The Ellegante is stunning to behold, but its true 


beauty lies within. 


Let me put it another way. If your old machine is a high-performance 
sports car, this new Ellegante is the Space Shuttle. The moment I 
touched the power switch, I had the sense that this machine could 


take me places I'd never been before. I was right. 


UNLOCK YOUR CREATIVITY WITH THE ELLEGANTE. 


You know it’s time to move up to a new machine when you spot the one that will 
allow you to create better, more beautiful, more unique handiwork. If youve been 
looking for an excuse to make the jump to a more sophisticated machine, consider 


some of these features. 


WHEN IT COMES TO TIMESAVERS, THE ELLEGANTE IS HEAVEN-SENT. 


Baby Lock is charting new territory with the Ellegante. For instance, the On Request’ Automatic 
Needle Threader has you ready to sew in just four seconds. It embroiders up to I,OQ00 stitches 

per minute and cuts jump stitches automatically. And the Ellegante switches effortlessly from 
embroidery to utility sewing without removing the embroidery unit (no more shutting down the 


machine to stitch a quick seam). 


BETTER ERGONOMICS MEAN LESS FATIGUE, MORE FUN. 


One thing I appreciate most about Baby Lock is that their machines are designed for and by people who sew. 
How can I tell? The Ellegante’s knee lift is positioned far to the right, and the generous LCD touch screen 


is angled 18 degrees. As a result, the sewer stays seated in the center of the machine. 


—= — 


The Ellegante comes complete with four hoops (the largest is 7" x 11-3/4."), elegans ty 
14. accessory feet storage in the machine and a carrying case for 


the embroidery unit. 


IMAGINE ALL OF THE TIMES THESE FEATURES WOULD HAVE COME IN HANDY. 


When I discover improvements like these, I can't help but wonder-why didn't someone think of this before (or, why didn't I)? 
The Ellegante has the largest embroidery field of any home machine, and no other machine provides such a generous 


workspace to the right of the needle (no more scrunching and bunching). Plus the detachable foot pedal comes with a 
handy, retractable cord so it’s a snap to store. 

BOOST YOUR CREATIVITY WITH THE ELLEGANTE. 

Isn't it frustrating when your old machine can’t quite bring your ideas to life? Once again, the Ellegante pushes the 
envelope. Take a look and you'll discover dozens of exclusive designs, including some from my own studio. 
THERE’S JUST NO SUBSTITUTE FOR HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE. 

You know me. I'm always on the lookout for new ideas and a better way of doing things. It’s one of the things I love 


most about sewing-the joy of learning a new skill or shortcut that makes my projects look more professional. 


That's why I'm so excited about the Ellegante. There are so many innovative, timesaving features to tell you about, 
I can't possibly do them justice here. So | encourage you to discover them for yourself at your nearest Baby Lock retailer. 


While you're there, I hope you'll check out the many other machines designed for quilters, crafters and decorators. 


Happy sewing! 





The durable Ellegante comes with a 25-year warranty (5 years computer circuitry and 
electrical, 1 year labor ). Ifyou like the assurance of extended support, the exclusive 
three-year Gold Standard seruice and support program is available as an option. 
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3 To find an authorized Baby Lock Retailer near you, 
fE OF SEWIN just call 1-800-422-2952 or visit www.babylock.com 
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EMBROIDERY SUPPLIES 


Io SC 


FREE CATALOG 
/ MONTHLY SPECIALS 


© = 
se) WESA 
¥ CUSTOMER SATISFACTION | 


dT's Embroidery Supply 800-466-7945 


P.O. Box 484, Macedon, New York 14502 









/ QUALITY MATERIALS 
/ ORDERS SHIP SAME DAY 
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EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED 
TO KNOW ABOUT FABRIC 


JULIE PARKER'S FABRIC DICTIONARIES HAVE 
REAL CLOTH EXAMPLES OF SILK, COTTON, WOOL 


4 
4 
4 
4 
SECURE ONLINE ORDERS < 
4 
4 
¢ 
& 
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DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT ALL THREE BOOKS 


Rain C ity 


Publishing 
= 


Dept. 102, P.O. Box 15378 
Seattle, WA 98115 
PHONE: 206-527-8778 


www.raincitypublishing.com 
» te fp hn be be bn bn hn by in bp tt 
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CMHC CMY 7 


The finest designs for home embroidery. C7 


it’s beautiful... 
it’s Zundt Design 


For secure online ordering and wholesale visit our website: 
TAA ra laleidel-t-Jlelsmerelay 
Or, call toll free: 888 533 7397 / E-mail: info@zundtdesign.com 


Copyright 20027, Zindt Design Lid 
Tel: 256 705 7397, 149 Old Big Cove Road, Brownsboro, AL 35741 
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Would you like to become a 
Martha Pullen Licensed Teacher? 


“Teaching Beginning 
Sewing” Licensing 
Any brand sewing machine 
January 9-14, 2005 


“Teaching Serger 
Sewing” Licensing 
Any brand serger 
Oct. 28-Nov. 3, 2004 (full)* 
June 22-28, 2005 


Viking Licensing 
October 13-19, 2004 (full)* 
February 15-21, 2005 


Bernina Licensing 
January 16-22, 2005 


Babylock Licensing 
October 18—24, 2005 


Janome Licensing 
January 10-16, 2006 


Class size limited. 
“Taking a waiting list 
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Do you love people? 
Do you love to sew? 
No teaching 
experience required! 


WHAT DO YOU RECEIVE? 


Eighteen lesson plans to be used exclusively 
by Martha Pullen Licensed Teachers 


A sewing teaching credential 

Class instruction in how to sew these projects 
as well as how to teach them effectively 
Business seminars offering planning strategies to use your new 
Martha Pullen teaching credentials to build a business 
Professional photograph of you and Martha for you to use in adver- 
tising your classes 


Martha Pullen, Ph.D. 
Host of PBS-Tav series, 
Marthas Sewing Roam 


@ @ ... Phe licensing was the impetus to get me started inthe sewing 
world, and {| use it as a “credential” because | do not have textile 
training or experience... 

Linda Burns, Attorney at Law, AL 


... Without the materials provided to me in the licensing classes, 
! probably would not have been able to start teaching so quickly. 
All / have to do is take the course handouts to the local copy 
store...it doesn’t get any easier... 
Kandi Christian, Classic Solutions, CA 9 9 


For more information call (800) 547-4176 x107 or x108 
email: licensing@marthapullen.com 
visit: www.marthapullen.com 
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Fare Tahiti Fabrics 


Hawai‘ian Print, Tropical, & 
Exotic Fabrics from Around 
the World 


Quilting, Fashion, & Home Décor 
on the Big Island of Hawai'i 


808-939-7066 
www.faretahiti.com 
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HOMEWARD 
BO UN D 


RELIABLE ™ 


Professional Home 
lroning System 







You've heard the “Professional” claim 
before, only to be disappointed. _ 
Now choose from the one company ; 
that has served the commercial market j / 






since 1955, Reliable™, the wait 
is finally over. We're coming home. 







ss, 


gy ~ 
tf: 1.800.268. 1649 + tel: 416.785.0200 TN) 


sales@reliablecorporation.com « wwwirefiabiecorporationcom seeseeuseeenm 
RELIABLE 
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by Connie Long 


and accommodations for fabric 


sics 


The right way 
to sew buttons 


pe 


Sturdy thread, neat stitches, 


thickness ensure attractive, secure closures 


Buttons aren't all 
made from the same 
mold. Besides the basic 
two-hole flat, four-hole 
flat, and shank styles, 
there is a spectrum 

of novelty shapes, 
including ball and 
toggle buttons, as well 
as fabric-covered 
options; you can also 
make your own covered 
buttons with an easy- 
to-use kit. 


26 THREADS 


ewing buttons is the most 
‘ basic of basic sewing skills— 
— its right up there with 
sewing in a straight line. The lit- 
tle bits of metal, plastic, wood, 
or bone are important garment 
components: they fasten center 
fronts or backs of tops and 
dresses; close skirts, pants, and 
cuffs; and are used for a variety 
of decorative purposes. Taking 
the time to thoughtfully choose 


drape, as well as the overall pro- 


portions of the design. 

Always make sure that the but- 
ton weight is compatible with 
the weight of the fabric. Using 
lightweight buttons on a heavy- 
weight fabric isn’t a problem, 
but when the garment fabric is 
lightweight, use only lightweight 
buttons; too-heavy buttons can 





pull the fabric out of shape and 
cause fit distortions. 

The buttons you choose 
should be able to withstand the 
same type of laundering as your 
garment fabric. If your garment 
fabric can be machine-washed 
and -dried, then so should your 
buttons. If your garment needs 
dry-cleaning, make sure your 


seal rover SiR etdn ana Align the buttons with the buttonholes 


every button will give your clo- To make sure your buttons are in line with the buttonholes along the 


sures a professional finish. 


center front, sew the buttons after you slice open all of the buttonholes. 


Sl 





Size, weight, and 
durability matter 

Button size, weight, and dura- 
bility should be your first con- 
siderations, as they contribute 
to a garment’s aesthetic, drape, 
and fit. The back of your pat- 
tern envelope lists a size rec- 
ommendation, which is dictated 
by the amount of overlap in 
the closure and refers to the 
diameter of a flat button about 
inch thick. You may use but- Fora horizontal buttonhole, place ‘For a vertical hole, place 
tons that are up to 4inch larger _ the button on the center frontline, the button on the center 
or smaller in diameter and/or _ directly beneath the corresponding 
buttonhole. (The end of the 


buttonhole should cross the center 


front line, % inch below 
thickness, but deviating any the upper end of the 
more than that can adversely corresponding buttonhole. 


affect the garment’s fit and frontline by % inch.) 


Buy this... 


PF ape 









Pfaff creative?™ 


And get all this — 





Visit your local Pfaff dealer or call 1-800-99PFAFF for the Platt dealer nearest you. 
You can also check out our dealer locator on our web site = www.pfatfusa.com. 


— 


Offer good now through December 15, 2004. 
Limited time offer. While supplies last. 
At participating Pfaff dealers only. Not valid in Canada. 
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S (continued) 


Mind your thread and beeswax. When sewing buttons onto lightweight to 
medium-weight fabrics, use a double strand of the same all-purpose thread you 


drag the thread over beeswax, then press it lightly with the tip of your iron. 


used to sew the garment. For heavyweight fabric, use a single strand of 
heavy-duty buttonhole twist or carpet thread. To cut down on tangling, 


Sew on the buttons 


Shank and sew-through buttons are sewn on differently, but for both, it’s a good idea 
to first sew a button onto a fabric scrap, then sip it through a buttonhole to make 
sure all the fabric layers le smoothly, without puckers. If puckers occur with a shank 
button, you’ll need a longer shank. If they occur with a sew-through button, you'll 
need to create a thread stem (see p. 30), 


Anchor the thread 


Thread your needle and knot the end of the thread. 
At the button mark, insert your needle 


between the garment and the facing to 
hide the knot (if there isn't a facing, in- 
sert your needle on the right side of the 
fabric to hide the knot between the fab- 
ric and the button). Take one or two tiny 
stitches through all the fabric layers to 


anchor the thread, then position the 
button over the stitches. 





To attach a shank button by hand 


Make sure the shank parallels the length of the 
buttonhole. Bring the needle up on the button 
mark and pass it through the shank and then all 
the fabric layers; repeat five times. Secure the 
thread between the garment and facing or at the 


base of the shank. 





THREADS 





To attach a sew-through button by hand 


Bring the needle up through one hole and down 
through another (through all the fabric layers). For a 
two-hole button, sew five times; for a four-hole button, 
sew three times through two of the holes, then repeat 
with the other two holes (you can create different 
thread patterns, depending on which holes you sew 
through). Secure the thread between the garment and 
facing (or under the button on the fabric’s right side). 





To attach a sew-through button by machine 


Fit your machine with a special button foot or a standard 
or open-toe embroidery foot. Adjust the machine to zigzag 
stitch in place by setting the stitch length to zero or by dis- 
engaging the feed dogs. Place the button under the press- 
er foot (hold the button in place with a bit of transparent 
tape, if necessary) and set the stitch length to equal the 
space between the holes; slowly turn the hand wheel to 
make sure the needle passes through the holes; take sev- 
eral stitches. Lock your thread in one hole by sewing in 
place (using a stitch length of zero) with a straight stitch. 
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buttons won't discolor or 
melt from the chemicals 
and heat. Everyday wear _/ 
and laundering put “~ 4 B 
stress on but- gre 

tons, so it’s smart “i 
to purchase a few ( 
more than you actual- 

ly need. Even the best-quality, 
securely attached buttons can 
chip, crack, or pull loose. 


Shank versus sew- 
through styles 
Although there are many sizes, 
weights, and shapes of buttons 
(see examples at the top of 
p. 26), they all fall into two basic 
styles: shank (usually with a 
domed top) and sew-through 
(usually with a flat top). A shank 
style produces a slightly differ- 
ent aesthetic than a {lat button, 
and is sewn on differently (see 
detailed instructions at left). 
Shank buttons have a metal, 
plastic, or wood eye on the back 
that elevates them above the fab- 
ric (and allows them to com- 
fortably clear buttonholes). 
Stitches used to secure these 
buttons are looped through the 
shank, and are therefore hidden 
from view. Sew-through buttons 
sport two or four holes in the 
center, and the stitches can dec- 
oratively crisscross through the 
holes. When the fashion fabric 
is thin, you can stitch flat but- 
tons directly to the fabric, but 
with thicker fabrics, you'll need 
to create thread stems to ensure 


Committed 
to meeting 
the needs 

of fiber artists 


with 


& value 





| —Y, 


Ban 


Rupert Gibbon & Spider Inc. manufacturers of Jacquard’ 


SILK COLORS 


| 
| 
excellence 
ACID COLORS 
| 
PROCION MX DYES NATURAL E-COLOR DYES 
LIQUID PROCION H DYES —=PRE-REDUCED INDIGO 
For more information on our complete line of products 
please visit our website: www.jacquardproducts.com 
For your free copy of our catalog call: 800 442 0455 
| 
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1 7800-561 mth 


/ Superb cleaning & 
conditioning for all fibers 


¥ Safe & Economical for 
Fine’Washables 


— @Wondertul Fresh Scent 
X No Rinsing =No Residue "| 


i § Environmentally Friendly 
* Ideal Travel Companion 


Fucalan” Woolwas wand Pe eeenielis eT nolin 
& eucalyptus or lavender, whic uke meleiisieschanilecen il 
protecting against m joths. Eucalan fs wide ly recognized as 
the preferred product for Te éby hand orin the machine, 
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fombroider This! 


BEST selection of: 


& machine embroidery supplies 
fine linens, & free 
embroidery designs 


Www. embroiderthis.com 
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Monogramming and 
Personalization For 
Machine Embroidery 


Download Free 
Letter oF the Meanth’ 


Bp onto 


1-888-238-1377 © (fax) 845-358-2696 
17 Fourth Avenue, Nyack, New York 10960 
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Creating a thread stem 


To ensure that a sew-through button sits flat once it’s fastened, without puckering 
the fabric around the buttonhole (especially on heavier fabrics), create a thread 
stem. The stem length should be ‘ inch longer than the thickness of the garment 
at the buttonhole. 


Sew with a spacer 


For asmooth stem, 
place a straight pin, 
toothpick, bobby pin, or 
chopstick over the but- 
ton. Sew on the button 
by hand or machine as 
shown at right, pulling 
the thread tightly over 
the spacer. 





Wind to reinforce 


Remove the spacer and hold the but- 
ton away from the fabric. Bring a 
threaded needle up through the fab- 
ric to the base of the stitches; wind 
the thread around them three or four 
times to form the stem, then secure 
the thread at the base. 











Don't forget the reverse side 
Use a backer button 


backer button. 


Hilts ij iti Keep your stitches straight 


THREADS 


that the buttons clear the holes 
(see details at left). 


Which comes first, the 
button or the hole? 

Unless buttons are used in 
a purely decorative manner, 
they’re usually paired with but- 
tonholes. A button determines 
the size of its corresponding 
buttonhole, but to ensure final 
positioning of the buttons, you 
should sew all buttonholes on 
a garment (as described in 
“Step-by-step to perfect machine- 
made buttonholes” in issue 
No. 114) before you mark and 
sew on the buttons. 

Check to make sure each but- 
ton slips easily through its 
buttonhole, then position the 
buttons using the holes as your 
guide (see details on p. 26). 
When all buttons are affixed, 
try on the garment, button up 
the closures, and admire your 
work: smooth, long-lasting clo- 
sures of the finest variety. 





Connie Long teaches sewing at 
G Street Fabrics in Rockville, Md. 


A successfully sewn button is secured through all the layers of a garment and offers a neat finish 
on both the right and wrong sides. There are two ways to ensure a tidy inside view: 


For extra security (especially on knits or loosely woven fabrics), and a nice finish on the inside of 
your garment, align a small button where your needle emerges, Stitch through the main button 
and backer button, making a thread shank if necessary, then secure your stitches behind the 


Pay special attention to how you angle your needle through all the garment layers. Your needle 
should emerge on the inside of the garment directly opposite its insertion point. 


Photos: Scott Phillips; drawings: Carol Ruzicka 





Find your HeART 


WAECHTER’S SILK SHOP 
Asheville, North Carolina 

(828) 252-2131 
www.waechters.com 


COUTURE FABRICS 
Scottsdale, Arizona 

(480) 949-8238 

coutfab @msn.com 


BUTTONS ‘N’ BOLTS 
Tucson, Arizona 

(520) 795-1533 
www.buttonsnboltsfabrics.com 


MULBERRY SILKS 

and FINE FABRICS 

Carrboro (Chapel Hill area), North Carolina 
(919) 942-7455 


JANE’S FABRIQUE 

LaJolla (San Diego area), California 
(858) 459-5828 
janesfab @ earthlink.net 


BANASCH’S FABRICS 
Cincinnati, Ohio 
(513) 731-5757 


THREADS AT GINGERBREAD HILL 
Aurora (Cleveland area), Ohio 
(330) 562-7100 

www. threadsatgingerbreadhill.com 


STONEMOUNTAIN and 
DAUGHTER FABRICS 
Berkeley (San Francisco area), California 
(866) 4SEW-FUN 
www.stonemountainfabric.com LINDA’S SEWING CENTER 
Corvallis, Oregon 
(541) 757-1317 
lindassewing @proaxis.com 


D’LEAS FABRIC & BUTTON STUDIO 
Denver, Colorado 
(303) 388-5665 
dleasfabric@ aal.com 27th STREET FABRICS 
Eugene, Oregon 
(541) 345-7221 
www.27streetfabrics.com 


JOSEPHINE’S DRY GOODS 
| Portland, Oregon 
(503) 224-4202 
www.josephinesdrygoods.com 


FABRIC COLLECTIONS 
Winter Park (Orlando area), Florida 
(407) 740-7737 
www.fabriccollections.com 


LACY LOVELIES FASHION FABRICS 
Le Mars (Sioux City area), lowa 
(866) FABRIC-1 
www.LacyLovelies.com THE FABRIC PLACE 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
(412) 341-8868 
fax (412) 341-8650 


FABRIC GALLERY 

Williamston (Lansing area), Michigan 
(517) 655-4573 

www. fabricgallery.net THE GRAPEVINE COLLECTION 
Colleyville (Dallas-Ft. Worth area), Texas 
GINNY’S FINE FABRICS (817) 514-6061 
and SUPPORT GROUP 
Rochester, Minnesota 

(507) 285-9134 


www.ginnysfinefabrics.com 


FASHION AFFAIR 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
(801) 486-7600 
fashionaffair@ msn.com 
TREADLE YARD GOODS 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
(651) 698-9690 


CURRAN DESIGNER FABRICS 
McLean {Washington D.C. area), Virginia 
(703) 556-9292 
EUNICE FARMER FABRICS www.currandesignersfabrics.com 
St. Louis, Missouri 
(314) 997-1531 


effarmer@ sbcglobal.net 


NANCY’S SEWING BASKET 
Seattle, Washington 
(800) 443-2964 
KAPLAN’S FABRICS www.nancyssewingbasket.com 
Kansas City, Missouri 
(816) 531-4818 
www.kaplansfinefabrics.com 


ESTEE’S FABRICS 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
(780) 436-7533 
www.estees-fabrics.com 


Find. your place. 


Support your independent retailer! 
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SEW NATURAL’S 
CREATIVE TEXTILES 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 
(505) 982-8389 

















Would you like 
a fabric store | | 


in YOUR the Ww 


mailbox? 

Tempting fabrications 
Unique textures 

Best match service— 
linings, buttons, thread 

Staffed by fabric specialists 









FABRICS 


Send $5.00 for swatch offer to: 


Sawyer Brook Fabrics P.O. Box 1800T 
Clinton, MA O1510 #800-290-2739 


Sawyer Brook 


DISTINCTIVE 





Visit us on the web at sawyerbrook.com 


READER SERVICE NO. 154 


--Bargain-* 
Books | 


j America’s biggest catalog selection! ] 
@ Save up to 80% on current books, recent 
i overstocks, imports, reprints. Hundreds of 
1: new arrivals each catalog. j 
@ Needlework, Arts & Crafts, Gardening, 
Home Decor, Cookbooks, much more. i 
@ You'll love the savings on a wide selection 
of new releases and best sellers, as well! Il 
a 
I 






] Free Catalog: 
1-800-677-3483 
Edward R. Hamilton, Bookseller 
532 Oak, Falls Village CT 06031-5005 


a Www.erhbooks.com/fsm ua 
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Janome 344 
Janome 659 
Janome 662 
Janome 4623 
Janome 5124 
Janome 4400 
Janome 9000 
Janome 634D 
New Home 2014 
New Home 5024 
New Home 3123 
New Home 104D 


Singer 57815 $99 
Singer 3343 $139 
Singer 5062 $189 
Singer 6038 $199 
Singer CE-100 $599 
Singer 118 $199 
Singer 7322 $299 
Singer 7350 $349 
Singer CE-200 $899 
$1999 
$2999 
$3499 


Singer XL-1000 
Singer XL-5000 
Singer XL-6000 


Fabric Labels Since 1938 le 4 


4 : 

pe e* ‘ & 
verte" Woven and Printed Gy bry, 
a0% Stock or Custom boone 


Size / Care / Content 
Great for: 
Weddings / Anniversaries 
Showers / Birthdays and more... 


Printed 
Satin Ribbon 
For a free catalog call: 800-241-2890 

P.O. Box 43821 © Atlanta, Georgia 30336 
wwWww.namemaker.com 
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Your choice is as simple as black or white 


32 


Special 
Offer 


FREE embroidery design 
collection! Register your 
Innov-is 4000D or 

Innov-is 4000D LTD online 
and you'll receive a USB 
compact flash adapter AND 
our Designs on a Stick™ 
memory device FREE.* 


THREADS 


The revolutionary automatic 
needle-threading system saves 
your time and your eyesight. 








\ 


Dual USB ports and embroidery card slot 
allow you to connect your sewing machine 
directly to your computer or access a variety of 
additional memory devices.*** 





Pm 


innoiv tS 





Introducing the NEW Innov-is 4000D Sewing and Embroidery Machine 


High tech meets high style in Brother's new Innov-is 4000D. It's bigger: The Innov-is 4000D has one of the largest sewing and 
embroidery areas of any home machine on the market. It's faster: The Innov-is 4000D offers the fastest sewing and embroidery 
speed** of any home machine—a maximum |,000 stitches per minute. It's better: The Innov-is 4000D has a unique automatic 
needle-threading system to save your time and your eyesight. The built-in dual USB ports allow you to connect your sewing 
machine directly to your computer or access a variety of additional memory devices.*** And It's easy to use. The Innov-/s 4000D, 
like all Brother sewing and embroidery machines, is designed to make your sewing easy, fast and fun. Your choice is simple: Brother. 


The Innov-is 4000D LTD - Brother 50th Anniversary Limited Edition A limited number of these extraordinary 
machines are available in a sleek black finish. Now, your choice is as simple as black or white. 


Visit your local authorized Pacesetter by Brother dealer today. To find a dealer near you, 
call [-800-4-A-BROTHER or visit our Web site at www.brother.com. 


At your sidé. 
orotner. 


* See participating Pacesetter by Brother dealers or visit www.brother.com for details. ** Based on published information as of June 2004. *** Computer and memory devices require additional purchase. 


© Disney 
© 2004 Brother International Corporation * 100 Somerset Corporate Boulevard, Bridgewater, NJ 08807-0911 © Brother Industries, Ltd., Nagoya, Japan @ In Canada: 1-877-BROTHER 
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I'm a size 18 in the hips but a size 14 In the legs, 
so | have a problem fitting the legs of pants, 
especially in the thighs. Reshaping the vertical 


seams just creates wrinkles. Help! 


Wide hips with narrow 
thighs present a 
complex challenge 


Simply narrowing the thigh area won't help 
the fabric make a smooth transition from 
the three-dimensional curves of a wider 
torso area to a slender leg. 


Cut the front and back patterns 


at the thigh line 


The thigh level is 
typically 3 to 

5 inches below 
the crotchline. 


Thigh level 


34 THREADS 








Fitting pants to w 
and thin legs requi 
a dart adjustment, not just 
a circumference change 





—Carol a ieee via email 


\ 


Tapering the thigh ts only the first step 


For a proper hip-to-leg transition, alter the thigh and torso areas separately. 





Redraw the inseam and 
side seam to fit your thigh 


Taper the leg section, leaving the 
desired wearing ease. 


WY 





aren Howland replies: At 
first glance, it might seem 
logical to simply redraw 
the side seams and inseams to 
make your pants conform to 
your thinner legs, as shown at 
top left, but, as you’ve noticed, 
there’s more going on here than 
a simple change in circumfer- 
ence. At the hips, the body is 
curving in two directions at 
once, around the legs and over 
the seat (and depending on your 
figure, over the tummy), and the 
fabric that fits these multiple 
contours needs to bend simi- 
larly. To bend in more than one 
direction at the same time with- 
out producing wrinkles, fabric 
needs to be darted; this is why 
there are waistline darts on 
pants. (Similarly, bust darts on 
blouses and jackets allow fab- 
ric to curve both around the 
upper body and over the bust.) 
The more we ask our pants fab- 
ric to bend—as the difference 
between the larger area and the 
smaller one increases—the big- 
ger the corresponding dart 
needs to be. In other words, you 
need to narrow the leg width in 
such a way that also widens 
the hip darts—once this is done 
the fabric will make the transi- 
tion smoothly to your relatively 
small thigh. 


Alter the hip and thigh 
sections separately 

I suggest starting with a pattern 
that fits your hips. The first step 
is to separate both the front and 


Seattle Fabrics 


The best in Outdoor, Recreational 
and Marine fabrics. 


All of the hardware, zippers, patterns and notions 
along with one of the largest outdoor fabric, including 
outdoor furniture fabric, and color selections available. 
Check out our website for monthly specials at: 


www.seattlefabrics.com 


Our 88 page catalog is packed with information, 
pictures and great deals!! 
Send $3.00 (refundable) or free with purchase. 


8702 Aurora Ave. N. Seattle WA 98103 
Ph. 206-525-0670 Fax 206-525-0779 
e-mail seattlefabrics@msn.com 
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COUTURE SEWING SCHOOL === 





Couture Sewing Seminars in 
Baltimore, Houston, San Diego 
and San Francisco 
and 
Couture Tour to Paris in 
November 2004 





Box 51, Long Green, Maryland 21092 
(410) 592-5711 © Fax (410) 592-6913 
E-mail: SKhalje@aol.com 
Website: SusanKhalje.com 


| —— 





Lowest prices. Same day shipping. 

The finest quality silks & cottons. 

100,000 square yards of inventory. 

(800) 442.0455 or www.silkconnection.com 
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Call For Our 


FREE CATALOG 
& Current Specials! 


Ken’s Sewing Center 
912 2nd St. » Muscle Shoals, AL 35661 
Toll Free 1-877-536-7739 

Q9AM-5PM Central Time 
www.kenssewingcenter.com 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
BROTHER Embroidery 
Machines & Accessories 
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“WE IMPORT DIRECT” 
INCREDIBLE COLOR SELECTION 


$15.95 yd. 
$19.95 yd. 
..$15.95 yd. 
$ 9.95 yd. 
.$ 6.95 yd. 


Jacquard Crepe 36" 
YaKiang Tussah 54" Heavy 
Pearl Crepe Jacquard 45° . 
Silk Georgette Chiffon 44°/45" 
China Silk 45" . 

Silk Noil 35°/36" 
Spun 35'/36" 
Taffeta 

Silk Satin 45° 
Palace Brocade 
100% Linen 32'/36" 
Silk Peau de Soie . . 


$10.95 yd. 

48" $19.95 yd/36" $16.95 yd. 
$13.95 yd. 

36" $9.95 yd./45" $12.95 yd. 
$10.95 yd. 

30" $15.95 yd./45"$22.95 yd. 


$13.95 yd. 

$16.95 yd. 
$18.95 yd. 
$19.95 yd. 
$17.95 yd. 
$18.95 yd. 
$19.95 yd. 
$19.95 yd. 
$19.95 yd. 
$22.95 yd. 
$18.95 yd. 
$29.95 yd. 


Crepe de Chine 45" 

Crepe de Chine Prints 45" 
Satin Stripes 45" 

Metallic Stripe Chiffon 45" 
Charmeuse 19’%mm 45" 
Jacquard Charmeuse 45" 
Silk/Rayon Velvet 45" 

Silk Knit Jersey, Tubular 
100% Wool Crepe 58" 
100% Wool Gabardine 58" 
Dupionni 48"(Hand Woven/Dyed) .. 
Silk Crepe, 4Ply, 45° 


SILK CHARMEUSE PAJAMAS $89.95 AND MUCH MORE 
SAMPLE DEPOSIT $1 PER TYPE 
Prices Subject to Change Without Notice 


8377 BEVERLY BLVD., LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 


WWW.ORIENTALSILK.COM 


(323) 651-2323 
VISITORS WELCOME 
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Pattern Ma ker = 


forcross-stitch 


WITH MACHINE EMBROIDERY ADD-ON 


| Stitch your cross-stitch 

| designs on your | 
embroidery machings® 7 
in a fraction of 
the time it takes 

by hand! 


| 1-800-768-6257 


| VISA/MC/Amex/Discover — 
| check or money order peeptad” 


Features included: 


LISS Sf jcay J | 
are availabie with 300 
fesians per disk =- 520 eo, 


$240.00 
j 5 alt 
Tannen, local dealer or 
(800)768-6257 
www. hobbyware.com 





HobbyWare, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1321 
Crestwood, KY 40014 | 


'x:HobbyWare 
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972-562-5411 
502-290-6484 Fax 





PRESENTS 


Embroidery Extravaganza 2005 
April 6-9, 2005 
Princess Royale, Ocean City MD 
Four days of sewing and embroidery 
fun at the beach! 
Confirmed educators include 


SANDRA BETZINA 
—————— 
“Sew Perfect" TV 

syndicated columnist 
and author 


CINDY LOSEKAMP 
“Sew Arttully Yours” 




















MARY MULARI 
| Mary Mulan 


Productions 


ELLEN OLSTEN . 
Daico Appliquée — 


EILEEN ROCHE 

edilor of Designs in 
Machine Embroidery | 
PATSY SHIELDS __ | 


Sulky Threads 
educational director 


T0 ENROLL CALL 800-707-6007 
To learn more about the seminar, visit 
www.Jennys-Sewing-Studio.com 
or call us at 800-707-6007 or 410-543-1212 
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back pattern pieces at the thigh 
level, as shown at bottom left 
on p. 34, so you've got leg and 
torso sections. Next, take in the 
inseam and side seam equally 
on each leg section as desired, 
leaving some fullness for wear- 
ing ease (at bottom right on 
p. 34). 

To make the torso sections fit 


each torso with the corre- 
sponding leg. Then mark the 
new side seam position from 
the leg onto the torso section. 
Measure the distance from the 
mark to the original side seam. 
this 
amount by redrawing the side 


Remove one-third of 


seam from the thigh to the hip, 


paper hinge at the top of each 
slash. Pivot each torso pattern, 
overlapping the edges of each 
slash, until the lower edge of the 
torso is the same width as the 
top of its corresponding leg sec- 
tion, as shown at lower right. 
You'll notice how this causes the 
dart at the waist to widen and 
also flattens the crotch curve. 


as shown below. Next, to widen 
the new leg sections, work as the darts, slash the torso sec- 


follows: Matching the grainline __ tions as indicated in the illus- 


Fitting expert Karen Howland writes 
in Chillicothe, II. 


arrows on each section, realign tration at lower left, leaving a 


Trim, slash, and pivot the torso to fit the altered leg 


First trim the torso side seams 


Realign each leg and torso section at 
the grainline arrow. On the bottom edge 
of each torso, measure and mark 
one-third of the difference between 
the side seamlines. Trim the torso from 
the mark to the hip level. 









Slash the torso through the darts and crotch curves 


Slash both torso sections where indicated by the dashed lines on 
the drawings, leaving a paper hinge at each marked pivot point. 


Pivot each torso to match its leg 


Pivot the torso sections until the bottom of each is the same width as 
the top of the corresponding leg section. If necessary, correct the 
grainline by extending the line on each leg section onto the torso. 


Pivot — 
points 


Pivot. 
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EMBROIDERY FEATURES: 


-AutoPunch Software Included 


- 120 Embroidery Designs (60 Built-In, 60 More on Bonus CD) - 
‘Supports Designs Up To 4.5"x 6.75" 
-Ability to Download Designs from the Internet 


SEWING FEATURES: 
- 129 Stitch Programs and Two Built-In Fonts 


- Built-In Needle Threader 
‘Needle Up/Needle Down 
‘One-Touch Pattern Selection F 
-Four Styles of One-Step Buttonholes S 7 N G E. R 
-25-Year Limited Warranty S a Pike son eg waarmee a Aas 
Manufacturer's Suggested Retail Price Peeks) For more information, 


call 1-800-4SINGER or 
SINGER® and Quantum® are registered trademarks and Futura™ is a trademark of the Singer Company Limited. i 
©2004 Singer Sewing Company. All rights reserved. READER SERVICE NO. 34 visit singerco.com. 











Design Options 
for _ 
Replacing 
Darts 


To shape a blouse or jacket, you don't have to 





default to basic darts—try one of these stylish 
alternatives instead 
Riis i = Mines by Heather Claus 






























) f you like to wear fitted or 
semifitted tops and jackets, 
you undoubtedly sew a lot 
of darts. Darts are, after all, 
the most basic device for 

~ smoothly shaping a flat piece 

of fabric around a curved, three- 
dimensional form. However, 
there are times when darts just 
don’tseem to work successfully: 
either they draw attention to ar- 
eas of fullness that the wearer 
would rather minimize, or they 
conflict with the garment fabric. 
When this happens, I en- 
courage you to try some oth- 
er shaping strategies. 
Ties, pleats, gathers, and tucks can do I'll share some ideas 
the job of a standard vertical bodice dart, based on the vertical 
adding style and shape at the same time. » bodice dart, which cre- 
ates shaping through 
the waistline and 
defines the bust 
and hip. It’s actu- 
ally quite easy to 
replace these ver- 
tical darts with other 
methods for drawing 


in fabric fullness. The approach 
| use requires no pattern manip- 
ulation, but rather fits the gar- 
ment on the wearer’s body, re- 
sulting in a custom fit that also 
adds chic detailing. Although I’m 
demonstrating these style op- 
tions on muslins, don’t dismiss 
the idea of retrofitting ready-to- 
wear; a purchased blouse that’s 
baggy and shapeless can bene- 
fit from a makeover based on 
one of these ideas too. 


Ditch the darts first, add 
the new details last 
Although many types of darts 
can be replaced with other shap- 
ing methods, it’s easiest to start 
with waist darts that don’t inter- 
sect seams, So you won't have to 
adjust adjoining sections. The 
first step: ignore the darts and 
pattern instructions for sewing 
them. You may mark their place- 
ment if you wish (you'll see the 


original dart lines basted with 





1. Attach ribbon ties for 
adjustable shaping 


Attach ribbons to the garment so you can tie in the 
fabric fullness; the number and placement of 
ribbons is up to you. 


Mark the waistline. Try on the garment, and mark 
your waistline at center front, center back, and side 
seams. Remove the garment, and adjust these 
markings as needed for symmetry. 


Mark the ribbon placement. At the level of the 
waistline, make a mark 2 inches in from the side 
seam, and another 2 inches from the center front or 
button placket (adjust these measurements as 
needed to suit your proportions). Pin a ribbon at 
each mark (wrong side up if ribbon is not reversible). 


Attach the ribbons. Sew each ribbon to the blouse in 
two steps, folding it over to enclose the raw ends. To 
wear, tie the ribbons, and arrange the gathered 
fabric attractively. 


» 
' 


. . . 
§ 5 
ia 


Ribbon design options: Consider using two or more pairs of ribbons in place of each dart, aligned 
vertically to provide a wider band of shaping through the torso * Use just one ribbon at each side of 
center front, and wrap them to the back and tie * Tie front and back ribbons at the sides. 


2. Use beads to pinch out fullness 


Simply pleat out volume, and fasten the pleats with sewn-on decorative beads. 
Be sure to match the beads to the garment’s care requirements, or make the beads 
removable for cleaning. 


Pin out fullness as desired. Try on the garment, and pinch out the excess fabric at each 
side of the front (and back, if you wish); pin these tucks in place at one or more points, 
depending on how many beads you plan to use. 


Fine-tune the tucks, and stitch them in place. Remove the garment, and measure the 
depth of the tucks; adjust as needed so they’re symmetrical on both sides of the garment. 
Mark the outer edges of the tucks, then refold them to pleat the fabric toward the inside of 
the garment. Hand-tack the sides of the pleat together with a few stitches, then sew a 
bead to conceal your stitches. Press the pleat if desired. 


Bead design options: Use a single bead or several on each pleat (perhaps spaced closely to 
form a column), according to your taste « Use an elastic loop on one side of the pleat and 


loop it around the bead. 
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3. Fold in pleats and fasten with metal studs 


Form a single tuck in each area to be darted, fold the tuck flat against the garment to make 
a pleat, and fasten it in place with a column of studs. Self-locking studs can be purchased 
at sewing and crafts stores; shown are small, four-pronged studs with rounded heads. 


Pin out fullness as desired. Try on the garment, and pinch out the excess 
fabric at each side of the front (and back, if you wish); pin these tucks in place. 


Mark the tucks and press them in place. Remove the garment and refine the 
depth and length of the tucks so they’re symmetrical on both sides of the 
garment. Press each tuck fold, then press the tuck itself against the garment to 
make a pleat (toward the center or side, whichever is more flattering). 


Affix studs to hold the pleats in position. Mark placement points for the studs 
on each pressed pleat, and insert a stud at each mark. Check the effect, then 
bend the studs’ prongs down to fasten. 


Pleat design options: Form a shape or pattern with the studs, rather than a column * Make 
multiple pleats around the entire waistline * Add studs at the collar, cuffs, or yoke to echo the 


waistline embellishment * Use press-on snaps in place of studs. 





4. Gather up fullness with 
elasticized shirring 


Stitched-on strips of elastic draw in excess fabric and create a softly gathered 
texture. Experiment with elastic placement and application methods to get the 
desired amount of shaping. 


Determine the elastic placement. Try on the garment, and pin ona 
strip of elastic, stretching and positioning it so that, when it’s relaxed, it 
draws in the desired amount of fullness. Add several strips to create a 
wider band of shirring through the torso. 


Mark the elastic placement. Remove the garment and mark the 
location of the elastic, double-checking for symmetry; transfer the 
markings and elastic to the wrong side of the fabric. If desired, 
machine-tack the elastic ends in position, and remove pins. 


Sew the elastic in place. Stitch the elastic to the wrong side of the 
garment, stretching it between the marks as you sew. You may use a 
straight or zigzag stitch; test first on scraps. Steam the elastic gently 
to promote good recovery. 


Elastic design options: Vary the length of the elastic strips or the amount of 
stretch used when applying them * Use contrasting thread to attach the elastic. 


THREADS 


white thread for the samples 
here), but leave them unsewn 
while you complete the garment 
(except for hemming). 

There are several reasons for 
constructing the garment before 
replacing the darts: you can fine- 
tune the fit and shaping better 
with the garment almost com- 
plete, you'll be able to see how 
the fabric behaves and how it 
affects the amount of fullness 
you wish to control through the 
torso, and you can choose the 
dart alternative when youre able 
to see the proportions of the (al- 
most) finished garment. 

I suggest you assemble the gar- 
ment, leaving off closures, hems, 
or other details that might need 
tweaking once the shaping fea- 


5. Form a set of tucks, 


parallel or not 


Basic tucks can easily replace darts; they 
provide softer fullness at the top and bottom. 


Pin out fullness as desired. Try on the garment, 
and pinch out the excess fabric into one tuck at 
each side of the front (and back, if you wish); pin 


these tucks in place. 


Divide large tucks into narrower ones. Remove 
the garment and measure the tucks to determine 
the total tuck take-up per side. Divide this amount 
by the desired number of tucks (three in the 
example on the dress form), to find the take-up 
needed for each smaller tuck. Mark and pin that 
number of tucks, symmetrically arranged on each 
side of the garment (each tuck should have a depth 
equal to one-half the take-up amount figured). 


Press and stitch the tucks. Press the fold of each 
tuck, and stitch the tucks as pinned. 


Tuck design options: Make many pintucks (evenly spaced or clustered) rather than one or two 
deeper tucks * Orient tucks in radiating or slanted groups * Create box pleats rather than tucks » 


tures are added. Then try it on 
(you can use a dress form, but 
trying the garment on enables 
you to adjust for comfort as well 
as looks), and pin out fullness 
through the torso until you're 
satisfied with the overall fit. Now 
you know approximately how 
much fabric to draw in; it’s just a 
matter of deciding how to do so. 
On pp. 39-41, | walk you through 
the steps for creating five different 
looks for a basic hip-length top 
(based on Vogue 7666, short- 
ened). Take a look, and I’m sure 
youll come up with some great, 
stylish ideas of your own. 4 


Heather Claus teaches pattern de- 
sign and sewing techniques online at 


www.MySewingClasses.com. 


Make tucks of different lengths to vary the shaping. 
























Sculpt a waistline with a 
few pleats and an attached 
self-belt that extends from 
front to back (follow the 
steps at the top of p. 40). 
(Jacket: Vogue 7666, modified) 
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Each of these 
bleaching effects 
was created by a 
different agent. 
From the left: 
sprayed bleach, 
stenciled bleach 
paste with 
overpainted detail, 


stenciled Fiber Etch. 
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n the August/September 1997 
issue of Threads (No. 72), Lois 
Ericson wrote a wonderful arti- 
cle about removing color from 
fabrics with sprayed, painted, 
or dipped bleach to create pat- 

terns, a process technically called 

discharging. (The article, “Dyeing 
with Bleach,” is available at www 

.threadsmagazine.com.) I’ve been 

playing with variations on her tech- 

niques since then, getting interest- 
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ing results by using stencils and oth- 
er resists (agents that inhibit the 
bleach) to control the effects. Pll 
demonstrate my approaches to using 
resists when spraying liquid bleach 
and stenciling with a common 
household bleach paste cleanser. I'll 
also show you how | use resists with 
Fiber Etch, a proprietary solution 
that creates cutwork and burn-out 
effects by removing the fibers them- 
selves, rather than the dye. 


Review bleach basics before you begin 


To use liquid bleach effectively and safely as a discharge agent, observe the following guidelines: 


m Work outdoors and wear old 
clothes and rubber gloves; bleach 
is a powerful chemical. Lois Ericson 
works on plastic-covered plywood 
on sawhorses; fornow works on 
her driveway. 

m Use fresh, name-brand bleach 
(Tornow uses Clorox) for each 
project; old, generic, stored bleach 
is weaker and less effective. 


@ filute the bleach 50 percent when 
spraying, more when dipping. 

m Stop the bleaching action when it 
looks done by rinsing your project in 
water, then in a neutralizing solution 
of 1-part white vinegar and 3-parts 
water or Bleach-Stop (www.dharma 
trading.com} mixed according to the 
package directions; rinse again, then 
machine~-wash. 


Removing color from 
your fabric can be as 
dramatic as adding 
color—especially when 
you do it with a stencil 


by Karen Tornow 





The right tools for the job 


Among the discoveries ’ve made 


when bleaching are several tools 
you might like to try, including a 
handy spraying device, tools use- 
ful as resists or for making resists, 
and liquid bleach alternatives. 


A pump sprayer 

The Mr. Misteris a sprayer that both 
streamlines spraying and lays down 
a finer spray mist than any hand- 


m Work on pieces no more than 

2 yards jong; if your fabric is too big, 
one end of it will be ready to rinse 
before you get to the other end. Five- 
gallon plastic buckets are ideal for 
rinsing and neutralizing fabric pieces 
of this size. 

w ‘tick to natural fibers; synthetics 
tend to resist bleaching. Darker 
colo:s bleach best. 


Spray with bleach for soft details 


Use liquid bleach and a spray bottle outdoors for best results on large projects. 
Precut stencils and other resists add control. 


To create a simple landscape of hills, trees, and clouds on a length of 
denim, start with the trees, whose dark silhouettes will appear in the 
foreground. Here, the author sprays temporary adhesive on a tree-shaped 
acetate stencil (cut with a hot stencil cutter, see p. 44) before placing it on her 
fabric. At her left are similar stencils placed previously, along with darker tree 





shapes made with a liquid resist brushed onto the fabric. 





Arrange 2-mil plastic sheeting (cut 
first into hill shapes) over the tree- 
shape resists. Then add randomly 





scattered lengths of cheesecloth 
above the hills to protect the areas 
that will represent clouds. 








Using a pump sprayer and working 
one layer at a time, spray each hill 
with a 50/50 bleach-and-water 
solution. Remove the final hill, and 
continue spraying the tree resists. 





“a S < When the spraying is complete, and 





the bleach has worked sufficiently, 

rinse the entire piece in a bucket of 
ts : clear water. Then soak the piece for 

10 to 15 minutes in a neutralizing 

| ; solution as explained in “Review 

ai 


bleach basics before you begin,’ on 







p. 42. Last, rinse the piece in a bucket 


of clear water. 


Stencils based on traced 
outlines can create very 
dramatic and controlled 
surface effects when used 
with bleachabie fabrics. 





Stencil with bleach paste for crisp details 


Highly detailed stencils can be made with a hot stencil cutter and plastic stencil film. Bleach pastes can be safely used indoors. 








Reuse the stencils 


to add fabric-paint 


, n j . 
OAS tt PEST 


THREADS 

















To make an accurate cutout 
tracing of an intricate, flat 
object, like a leaf, first place the 
object on a piece of contrast paper 
so the outline is clear, then place a 
piece of glass with polished (or 
taped) edges on top of it. Over the 
glass place a piece of stencil film, in 


this case a piece of used X-ray film. _ 


Use a stencil-cutting tool 
with a pointed tip to trace 
slowly and steadily around the 
object's outline, burning away 
a thin line. It's a good idea to 
practice cutting on a scrap of 
film, to learn the speed 


required for a smooth cut. 


squeezed spray bottle I’ve used. 
Available from kitchen supply 
sources (similar sprayers are sold 
by art supply stores), this is a spray 
bottle with a built-in pump that you 
can fill with any liquid (cooks use it 
for oils, artists for liquid paints). In 
essence, it’s a fill-it-yourself aerosol 
can that uses air pressure to lightly 
spray whatever you want. 


Resists and accessories 
In addition to the found objects 
and plant sources described by 
Lois Ericson as effective resists 
for sprayed bleach, | like to make 
resists and stencils based on 
traced or drawn shapes cut from 
plastic. For the hill-like shapes 
I’m working on in the photos on 
p. 43, I’ve first drawn some con- 
tours I like on large rectangles of 





2-mil-thick plastic sheeting (sold as 
drop cloths in any hardware store), 


then cut them out with scissors. 
Multiple shaped layers can be 
arranged randomly, then removed 
sequentially after spraying along 
each exposed edge, to create effec- 
tive receding skylines, etc. 

For smaller, more precise cutout 
shapes, | often use clear acetate 
sheets (from any art supplier; good 
substitutes include used X-ray film 
or overhead projector overlays), first 
drawing or tracing on them, then 
using scissors or a craft knife to cut 
along the lines. Both the cutout hole 
and the cutaway negative shape of 
any design are useful, depending 
on whether you want to bleach with- 
in the outline of your shape or 
around it. In either case, I often ap- 
ply a temporary spray adhesive, 


Pull away the surrounding film, 
while pressing down on the cutout, to 
end up with a detailed negative and 
positive stencil in the traced shape (at 
right). Of course, ready-made stencils 
work well too. 





Place the negative stencil on your 







fabric (in this case, a scrap of cotton 
denim), and dip a sponge into a saucer of 
bleach paste. Dab the paste onto the 








such as 505 or KK-2000, to the back 
of the acetate to keep it from moving 
once I’ve placed it, and to keep the 
bleach from seeping under its edges. 
The adhesive dissolves after a few 
days, and can be used indoors for 
small, quick projects. Be sure to use 
it in a well-ventilated area, keeping 
the over-spray away from your 
equipment. If1 spray indoors, I place 
the item to be sprayed in a card- 
board box to contain the over-spray. 

Presist is a useful water-soluble 
paste resist, sold by fiber resources, 
and available by mail from Dhar- 
ma Trading Co. (at www.dharma 
trading.com). Motifs or areas paint- 
ed or stenciled with Presist will re- 
main protected from the bleach 
throughout your spraying process, 
while any other resist device could 
be moved and its outline resprayed, 


so reserve Presist for areas you want 


to be the fabric’s original color. 


Stencil-film cutter 

As youll see in the above photos, | 
sometimes use an electrically heat- 
ed stencil-cutting pen (similar to 
wood-burning tools available from 
any hobby shop) to cut accurately 
through acetate or other films, first 
placing them on a glass cutting sur- 
face. This is especially useful on 
complex designs that would be dif- 
ficult to cut with scissors. Use the 
tip shaped like a pencil point so 
you can cut in any direction without 
needing to twist the tool or stencil. 


Bleach alternatives 

Finally, I’ve also explored a few 
alternatives to liquid bleach, in- 
cluding a paste form of bleach (I 


fabric through the stencil, holding it 
firmly, and applying the paste evenly or 
unevenly as you prefer. After rinsing, the 


bleached area reflects 
the film outline clearly 
(at right). 


use Soft Scrub), and a fiber remover 
called Fiber Etch. Both of these ma- 
terials can be very effectively and 
precisely applied through stencils, 
as shown in the photos above and 
on p. 46. The advantage of a paste 
over a liquid bleach is control; it 
can be applied almost like a paint, 
removing more color in some areas 
than others, depending on how 
thickly you apply it and how long 
you leave it on your fabric. Paste 
doesn’t need to be neutralized with 
a vinegar rinse; you can just wash it 
off under a faucet, then toss the pro- 
ject in the washer. Be careful not to 
let the bleached areas contact un- 
bleached areas before rinsing. 
Fiber Etch turns any cellulose fab- 
ric (all plant fibers, like cotton and 
linen, including rayon and Tencel) 
into a wash-away dust, leaving ei- 
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ther cutworklike holes in fabric that are en- 
tirely cellulose-based, or thin areas on fabrics 
woven with a protein or synthetic thread 
mixed with a cellulose fiber, such as rayon 
velvets woven on a polyester base. It comes 
with good directions; just be sure to apply 
enough so that it saturates the entire area you 


want to remove, but not so much that it 
puddles on your fabric, since too much can 
damage delicate base fibers. Keep applying 
the iron to it until the area to be etched is 
evenly discolored before you begin washing 
it away. You can apply more Fiber Etch if 
necessary, but it’s easier if you don’t have to. 


I hope this overview has inspired you 


to try using stencils and resists in your 
surface-design projects. Just be aware that 
these processes can become addictive! 
Karen Tornow writes, designs, and teaches in 
Corvallis, Ore. 











Stencil with Fiber Etch for controlled burn-out effects 


Fiber Etch removes all plant-based fibers (such as linen, cotton, or rayon). Learn more at www.silkpaint.com or call 800-563-0074. 





Freezer paper is an 
ideal stencil material 
for resisting Fiber 
Etch. After tracing the 
design on the dull side 
of the freezer paper, cut 
it out using a craft knife, 
then press the shiny 
side of the paper onto 
the wrong side of a 
rayon/silk velvet. (Use 
the right side of a non- 
napped fabric.) It's 
critical that the freezer 
paper adhere completely 
to the fabric to contain 
the Fiber Etch, so if 
necessary, clip areas 
that buckle, like this 
narrow Strip. After 
clipping, overlap the 
ends so they stick flat. 
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Sea, 


To begin the burn-out process, tape the fabric to a few layers of newspaper so it won't 
shift and smear the liquid, Then using an inexpensive craft brush, apply the Fiber Etch, 
drawing the brush from freezer paper to fabric whenever possible, to avoid forcing any 
liquid under the stencil edge, Before removing the stencil, check under the fabric to 
see that the liquid has thoroughly penetrated it, then speed its drying with a hair dryer. 





When the fabric is dry, cover it 
with a press cloth and iron it, lifting 
and reapplying the iron to activate 
the Fiber Etch. Sufficiently heated 
designs are apparent by the 
fabric’s discolored, singed 

look and crisp, flaky feel. 
Remove the darkened fibers | 
by gently rubbing them under — 
a running faucet, revealinga 
clear outline. 
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Skirt Fitting? 


Duct Tape Makes a Great Pattern 


by Jean Haas 


uct tape is such a universal instant- 

fix these days that it has literally 

become a joke, but the fact is that 

duct tape can be a sewer’s best 

friend when it comes to solving 

fitting problems. Duct-tape dress 
forms are quite common (see Threads No. 75, 
pp. 37-41, for step-by-step directions and 
my Web site, www.dressformdesigning.com, 
for my preferred method), and they really do 
work. But this modern miracle tape can be 
just as useful when what yourd prefer is a 
customized, flat, basic pattern with darts 
and seams that perfectly match your figure. 
In either case, the tape makes a skintight du- 
plicate of whoever (or whatever) you wrap it 
around. The differences are in how you cut 
it once it’s off the body, and how you use it. 
| often use duct tape to create a very accurate 
waist-to-hipline mold, which | convert to a 


sloper, or basic master pattern for fitting 
skirts, as shown above. And in the photos on 
the following pages I'll show you exactly 
how to make and use one for yourself or 
anybody else for whom you'd like to make 
well-fitted skirts. 


Don’t skimp-go for the 

best materials 

You don't need much to make a duct-tape 
hip mold, but it does pay to get the best 
products; they actually work as you'd ex- 
pect, and the cost differences are negligi- 
ble. ’m referring to the brand of duct tape 
you choose—Manco is the only choice (also 
packaged as Ace Hardware’s Professional 
brand)—and to using 4-inch, white, car pin- 
striping tape for marking the centers and 
side seams on your tape sloper. You have to 
go to an auto parts store to find the latter, 





but it will not peel off your sloper, even 
many months later, unlike every other type 
of narrow tape I’ve tried. And no other duct 
tape tears as easily, molds as well, sticks as 
cleanly, lasts as long, and is as stable as the 
Manco brand—believe me, I’ve tried them all. 

The only other things you'll need are 
#4 yard of all-cotton rib-knit tubing (duct 
tape won’t stick to blends or synthetics), 
enough 4-inch elastic to go around the waist 
of the person you're going to wrap, scis- 
sors, and a fresh, sharp permanent marker. 
You'll see them all at work in the accompa- 
nying photos. 


How to use a hip mold 

Your duct-tape hip mold is an extremely ac- 
curate record of the exact shape and position 
of the wrapee’s waistline, hip darts, and 


(ext continues on p. 50) 
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Wrap the figure to create the mold | 
Start by slipping cotton rib-knit tubing over the figure nae 
so it covers from waistline to hipline, plus a few extra 

inches above and below. Smooth the fabric (the 

tubing is stretchy, but take a seam or add a panel if 

necessary to fit it to the figure) so it’s wrinkle-free in 

the area to be taped. The more contoured the 

surface being taped is the narrower and shorter the 


tape pieces need to be to cover it smoothly. Use full- Tear a narrow strip of 
width tape lengths only on areas that are relatively tape (about % inch wide) 
flat; tear narrower strips for all other areas. Overlap long enough to surround the 
the tape pieces generously, keeping the tape as ETEi@- litem) *)e]\ mi @cemee) is 
wrinkle-free as possible. The completed mold should the waistline area so it feels 
be at least two tape layers thick at all points. comfortably snug. 





Move on to the back, 
3 again starting near the 
top and working down to 
the hipline. Slash or tear 


9 Cover the hips from the top down 
« using narrow strips. Smaller, 
narrower strips provide the contouring 


and shaping needed over the high hip. tape ends lengthwise if 
Increase the strip widths as you necessary to help them lie 
approach the hipline area, where full- more smoothly when they 


extend into more contoured 
hip areas. In the same 
manner, complete the 
front, creating a smooth 
and horizontal finish at 
the hipline. 


width strips will work smoothly. 
Complete both sides before doing the 
back and front. 





Establish center front, 

4 center back, and side 
seam lines by applying 
pinstriping tape vertically 
to the completed tape 
mold. Use visual clues 
like the wrapee's nose, 
belly button, spine, the 
gap between the legs, 
and side seams on an 
upper garment as guides, 
or if you prefer, use a 
weighted string to 
establish a true vertical. 











" To establish the waistline, 
5 wrap elastic around the 
waist and position it exactly 
as desired by the wrapee, then 
trace the elastic line onto the duct tape with a permanent 
marker. Remove the hip mold by cutting through the cotton 
ribbing exactly along the center of the center back tape line. 
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Cut darts in the hip mold to flatten it 


if the wrapee's figure is symmetrical, you only need to convert one side of the 
mold to a darted sloper; save the second half to make a yoked sloper 
variation. But if the figure is asymmetrical, make a darted sloper for each side. 





1 Supporting the hip mold on the 


| end of a table or over your hand, Label each of the 
trim away the excess ribbing and four panels of the 
smooth out the waistline and hiplines. mold (right front, etc.) 


and also label each line 
on both sides (side 
seam, etc.). Add grainlines by 
measuring in about 3 inches 
from each center line and 
drawing a parallel line. Draw 























alignment marks across each 
vertical taped marking line 

(these will become notches on 
your pattern), then cut the four 
panels apart exactly through the 
center of each line. 


Emphasize 

the shaping of 
each panel by pushing out its center. Find the apex of 
each panel by placing it tape-side up on your table and 
looking at it from the side. Mark the apex, which will 
become the dart point. 


Cut an on-grain dart by slashing vertically from the 
4 waistline to the marked apex. If a single slash 
doesn't allow the panel to lie flat, cut a second, parallel 
dart slash within about 2 inches from the first, on 
whichever side seems to have the most remaining shape. 
If you make a mistake, cover it with more tape and recut. 
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side seams, and it fits like a glove. In short, 
once it’s cut apart and flattened, it’s a slop- 
er, and can be used just like a drafted slop- 
er as the basis for designing any kind of 
skirt, as well as the waist-to-hipline portion 
of pants. This sloper is also perfect to use 
without further adjustment as a pattern for 
any close-fitted skirts made in stretchy, span- 
dex-blend fabrics. 

For fitted skirts and pants in fabrics with- 
out stretch, youll need to add ease, and 
youll want to fine-tune the amount you 
need with a test skirt made up in a fabric 
similar to what youll want to eventually 
wear. | start by adding 4 inch equally from 


Use your hip | 
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waist to hipline at each hip mold side seam, 
for a total of 1 inch of ease, which works well 
with many typical, sturdy skirt fabrics, but 
the actual amount can vary considerably 
with different types of fabric. Whenever 
working with an unfamiliar fabric | suggest 
cutting l-inch seam allowances at the 
sides and basting the side seams so you 
can try on the skirt and adjust the fit. For 
future skirt patterns, you might want to 
trace your sloper onto cardboard or oak 
tag, add ease, and cut it out, as shown in the 
top photo below, so you'll have a properly 
sized template that can be traced onto com- 
mercial patterns. 


One front and one back panel of your flattened hip mold are a sloper 


that can be used as is to customize patterns for stretch skirts that 
require no ease. To add ease to your sloper, simply add inch to each 
side seam, then cut out your pattern with 1-inch seam allowances and 


baste it together to fit it. Choose a pattern 


that’s bigger than, but as close to the width 


of your sloper (with or without ease) as 
possible. Remember that most patterns 
are marked only with cutting lines; you 
must measure in to find the seamlines. 
For future use, trace a permanent 
(clelelelCcMiselu Mel! malls Mase) (eM e-) mule isle) 


-" | 


Yokes ana 


contoured 


to create from a 


As another benefit, since you need only 


half of a complete hip mold to create your 
darted sloper, you can cut the other half 
apart horizontally to develop a customized 
waist yoke or contoured waistband, as 
shown at right; you can draw in any style of 
yoke or band you like. 

Once you get the hang of this easy and in- 
tuitive method for taking a mold from any 
shape, feel free to try a taped basic pattern 
of any hard-to-fit body area—be sure to share 
your discoveries with us. 4 


Jean Haas teaches, tapes, and writes in Joliet, Ill. 


walstbands are easy 


duct-tape hip mola 


too, Just cut the 
ale) ie maleleraslape-lihy 
along the desired 
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Slashing darts. If the 


block doesn't lie flat 


beiow tne yoke or 


waistband line 


siasn mini darts into 


the lower pieces 


Align the sloper panels to 


E the pattern you want to alter 


at the center front or center 
back verticals and the waistline 
at these lines. Shown are a 


sloper in use on a skirt back 


and a pants front. 
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fy Trace the corresponding 


@= sloper outlines onto the 

front and back pattern pieces. 

Then, if necessary, adjust the lower portion of each pattern so that 
its hipline aligns with the bottom edge of the sloper panel. Blend 


or redraw the side seam so it continues from the sloper onto the 
pattern. Note that for the skirt pattern shown here, the author will 
add seam allowances at the waistline corner and side seams and 


mark new cutting lines where necessary. 
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Look no further. Here’s how to use the top 
elastic products to best advantage. 


by Pamela Busque 


ow would we survive without elastic in our lives? It makes our 

clothes easy to pull on and off, keeps our waistbands and cuffs 

adjustable and comfortable, creates shirred effects, stabilizes 

seams on knits, and can even add a decorative edge. And let 

me say, straight off, that elastic products have come a long way 

since | first learned to sew. There is a dizzying array of elas- 

tics available to the home sewer, and many are the exact products used 

in high-end ready-to-wear. 

I culled the many elastic choices into a list of those ve found to 

____ be the most noteworthy and useful products, and | grouped my 

final selections into three categories: waistband (on pp. 52-53), 

| specialty (on pp. 54-55), and lingerie (on p. 56). I think you'll 

be surprised by the variety and specificity of the offerings, and 

youre sure to pick up some sewing and serging tips to help 
you use them with professional flair. 


Sew-through or not 


. ‘There is one main difference between the types of elas- 


fy 
f) 


: s ae — , tic: some can be sewn through and some cannot. 
About half should only be threaded through a casing; 
if you sew through them, the needle breaks the 
rubber and the elastic stretches out of shape. 
Sew-through elastics are sometimes harder 
to find (see www.threadsmagazine.com for 
sources), but are worth a search as they can be 
sewn or serged directly to your fabric without 
damaging their stretch recovery. For sew-through 
_ elastics (look for a “Sew-Thru” icon on pp. 52-56), 
a wa Irecommend using a ballpoint or stretch needle, 
- igh a a _ which puts the least amount of stress on the elas- 
: tic, anda strong polyester thread like Mettler Met- 
rosene for your sewing machine, or YLI Elite Pre- 


mium for your serger. Sew-through elastic stretches 
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when it is sewn, but returns to size when it 
is steamed. 


Details vary by manufacturer 
Depending on the manufacturer, elastic is 
sold in precut packages, by the yard, or in the 
case of elastic thread (see bottom right of 
p. 54), by the spool. I’ve listed common 
widths for each type, but they differ slightly 
by manufacturer, as do colors. White is usu- 
ally a given, followed in availability by black 
and beige; decorative lingerie varieties are of- 
fered in a rainbow of hues. 


And don’t forget a little TLC 

Remember, these are up-to-date products, so 
banish memories of an inferior elastic that 
stretched out of shape the first time it was 
worn. Each elastic here was engineered with 
a specific purpose in mind, and all are a suc- 
cessful blend of stretch fibers (rubber or 
spandex) and natural or man-made non- 
stretch fibers such as cotton or polyester. 
The fiber content dictates how elastic should 
be laundered, so study the label and follow 
the cleaning recommendations. Treat each 
elastic with appropriate care and you'll have 
garments with lasting style and comfort. @ 

















Pamela Busque manages and teaches at the Man- 
chester Sewing Machine Center (www.manchester 
sewing.com) in Manchester, Conn. 


Casing anatomy 


Here are the specs for creating a cut-on 
casing for elastic: 


Cut edge —— 


Casing : 
back | 
Casing ——| 


front 
Foldline Waistline 


Casing back = elastic width + % inch 
Casing front = elastic width 











Waistband elastics 


The following elastics are specially designed for use in stretch 





waistbands. The guidelines that follow allow approximately 1 inch 
overlap for joining the elastic ends. 


No-roll 


This stiff, fairly thick elastic is availableina 
variety of widths. Evenly spaced ridges 
prevent it from rolling or bending in a 
waist, cuff, or ankle casing. 










Cut-to-fit guidelines 

For a firm fit in a waist casing, cut no-roll 
elastic 1 inch smaller than the body 
measurement. For a wrist or ankle casing, | 
cut it 1 to 2 inches larger; this prevents the | 
garment from bunching up as you move. 











Sewing/serging tips 

Create a cut-on casing as described at 
lower left. Serge (or zigzag) the cut edge, then fold the casing back to the 
garment’s wrong side. Topstitch % inch away from the fold, then slide the 
elastic up against the stitching; pin every 3 inches. Using a zipper foot, 
topstitch next to the elastic’s bottom edge. 









PF 


Sport <= 
P Thrua 


This soft, flexible elastic is a good waistband 
choice for boxer shorts, pajamas, and athletic 
pants, and comes in 1%- and 1%-inch widths. 
Rubber is removed from four visible rows; 
stitching in these rows allows you to secure the | 
elastic directly to the fabric, without damaging 
its inherent stretch recovery. 


Cut-to-sew guidelines 

Sport elastic stretches out of shape a bit 
as you sew; cut it 3 to 5 inches smaller 
than the body measurement. 


Sewing/serging tips : 
Join the elastic ends with a traditional seam. Because sport elastic is sewn directly 
to the fabric, you don’t need a casing back (see left). Just cut a front casing 
allowance above the waistline the width of the elastic, plus % inch. Fold % inch to the 
garment’s wrong side, then align the top edge of the elastic % inch below the fold. 
Topstitch in the elastic’s top and bottom rows using a 3mm to 4mm stitch length; 

| topstitch in the two middle rows if desired. 


Buttonhole 


This unique, adjust-to-fit, 
%-inch-wide polyester elastic 
has buttonholes spaced 1 inch 
apart along the center. It’s an 
ideal choice for maternity and 
children’s clothing, and for 
anyone with a changing 
waistline. 


Cut-to-sew guidelines 
Cut buttonhole elastic a few 
holes longer than the body 
measurement; for maternity 
garments, cut it even longer. 


SL 


Sewing/serging tips 

Create a cut-on casing as described on p. 52 and serge (or 
zigzag) the cut edge. Construct the garment, but on one side 
seam, only sew up to the casing foldline. Leave a %-inch 
opening, then sew the remaining % inch of the seam. Sew a 
small button on one side of the casing opening, then fold the 
casing back to the garment’s wrong side; topstitch along the 
waistline. Thread the elastic through the opening and secure 
one end to the seam allowance under the button. 










Cut-through 


Used by many garment 
manufacturers, this high- 
quality, sturdy elastic is 
available in 1-, 1%-, and 
1%-inch widths. Although it’s v 
more expensive than other 
elastics, your money is well 
spent because it can be cut 
lengthwise (for custom 
widths as small as % inch) : 
without raveling. “ 
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Cut-to-sew guidelines << 
Cut the elastic 3 inches Z 
smaller than the body AA 
measurement. ; i 





Sewing/serging tips 
Create a cut-on casing as described on p. 52. Place the elastic 
on the wrong side of the casing, % inch from the cut edge. 
Serge, cutting off the excess ’% inch of fabric. Fold the casing 
back/elastic to the garment’s wrong side and topstitch along 
the elastic’s bottom edge. 









Drawcord 


A seemingly magical elastic: 
1% inches wide, with an encased 
cord that, when pulled out, 
expands to twice the elastic 
length. This comfy, adjustable 
elastic is popular in sportswear 
and athletic garments. 


Cut-to-sew guidelines 

Cut drawcord elastic about 

2 inches shorter than the body 
measurement, but don’t worry 
about being exact—the tied cord & 
will cinch the waist for a perfect fit. 


Sewing/serging tips 

Create a cut-on casing as described on p. 52. Center, mark, and 
then sew a 1%-inch-wide buttonhole in the casing back or front 
(your choice), stabilizing it with fusible-knit interfacing. Slice it open, 
leaving % inch uncut in the middle. Join the elastic ends with a 
traditional seam. Placing the elastic seam at the center back, align 
the elastic on the wrong side of the casing, % inch from the cut 
edge. Serge, cutting off the excess % inch of fabric. Fold the casing 
back/elastic to the garment’s wrong side and topstitch along the 
elastic’s bottom edge. With a seam ripper or tweezers, reach 
through one buttonhole, pull the cord up through the hole, cut, then 
pull the other cord end through the other buttonhole. 





e, : 
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Action 


Available in 1%- and 2-inch 
widths, this rugged elastic 
behaves and looks best with 
multiple rows of topstitching. 


Cut-to-sew guidelines 

Cut the 2-inch version the 
same length as the body 
measurement, and the 1%-inch 
version 3 inches smaller. 


Sewing/serging tips : 
Create a cut-on casing as described on p. 52. Place the elastic on 
the wrong side of the casing, % inch from the cut edge. Serge, 
cutting off the excess % inch of fabric (make sure the blade does 
not nick action elastic at all, as this will weaken it). Fold the casing 
back/elastic to the garment’s wrong side, topstitch along the 
elastic’s bottom edge, then topstitch along the top edge; add more 
rows if desired. 
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Specialty elastics 


Here are five especially noteworthy products—each 
has a unique characteristic, distinctive purpose, or 
out-of-the-ordinary application that sets it apart. 


Polyester braid 


Lightweight, narrow (%- and %-inch 
widths), and very stretchy, polyester 

_ braid makes easy work of gathered 
sleeves and cuffs, and is ideal for baby 
and doll clothes. 





Cut-to-sew guidelines 

For ease of application, cut polyester 
braid 1 inch larger than the body 
measurement, plus a 5-inch tail. 


Sewing/serging tips 

Apply the elastic to a flat garment piece, 
before you sew the sleeve (or pants) 
seam. Mark the elastic 2'4 inches from 
each end. Draw a stitching line on the 
garment’s wrong side, and fit your 
sewing machine with an appliqué foot; 
place the line face up under the foot’s 
groove. Using a zigzag stitch (set to a 
length of 3.0mm and a width of 4.0mm 
for %-inch elastic or 70mm for %-inch 
elastic), and feeding the elastic through 
the foot’s top hole, sew over (not 
through) the elastic. Align one mark 

on the elastic with the sleeve/pants 
seamline, and secure 

in place. Gently tug 

the elastic through 

this zigzag casing 


until the other mark WAAA 


aligns with the 
opposite seamline; 44 
secure. Trim the 


excess elastic and Ne 


sew the sleeve/ 
pants seam. 


THREADS 


Elastic thread 










Gripper/cycling 
One side of this 1-inch-wide elastic 
features three rows of exposed rubber | 
compound that gently grips skin. This 
ability to hold garments in place 
makes gripper elastic a popular choice 
for activewear, especially in hems of 
bike shorts and in wrists and ankles of 
ski wear. 


Cut-to-sew guidelines 
Cut gripper elastic the length of the 
garment edge. 


Sewing/serging tips a 
Join the elastic ends with a traditional seam. Create a front casing the 
width of the elastic plus ‘4 inch (see p. 52); draw a line % inch below 
the cut edge. Placing the nonrubberized side of the elastic against the 
garment’s right side, position the bottom edge of the elastic on the 
line. Using a zigzag stitch (set to a width of 3.0mm and a length of 
2.0mm), sew along the elastic’s edge. Fold the elastic to the garment’s 
wrong side. Zigzag the loose edge of the elastic to the garment. 


Although this threadlike nylon elastic 
(available on a spool) is a bit too thick 
to pass through your sewing machine 
needle, it can be used in the bobbin to 
produce beautiful shirred effects on 
lightweight fabrics. The more rows of 
stitching you sew, the tighter the 
shirred effect, so test before cutting 
your garment. 


Sewing/serging tips 

Hand-wind elastic thread onto a 
bobbin, stretching the thread slightly 
as you wind; use polyester thread in 
the needle. Test a few rows of stitching on a fabric scrap, adjusting the 
stitch length and tension until you get your desired effect (the thread 
stretches considerably, so steam it back into shape after you sew). With 
the garment right side up, sew in the center of the area to be shirred, 
then sew parallel rows out to the edges of the area (use a quilting bar 
or the edge of a presser foot as a guide). 





| Transparent, as well as thin, lightweight, 


| used in many other garments. 


_ fabric and as a stay tape for knit seams. 


| Cut-to-sew guidelines 
| Cut this elastic the same length as 












strong, and very stretchy, clear elastic 
resists oil and chlorine, withstands 
dry-cleaning, and is available in many 
widths (%4- and %-inch widths are most 
common). Although too light for 
swimwear, it’s fantastic for gathering 





Cut-to-sew guidelines he 
Cut clear elastic equal to the desired 

gathered length. To stabilize a seam, 

cut it the same length as the seam. 


| Sewing/serging tips 


First stretch clear elastic a few times to release the starch product it’s 
treated with. To gather fabric, quarter-mark the elastic and garment, 
place the elastic on the garment’s wrong side, then zigzag, stretching 
the elastic to fit between the marks. To stabilize a seam, center the 
elastic over the seamline on the garment’s wrong side and stitch or 
serge in place; don’t stretch the elastic at all while sewing. 





Swimwear 
Although this sturdy cotton/rubber 
elastic (available in %-, %-, %-, and 
1-inch widths) is specially treated to 
withstand chlorine, it can also be 


the swimwear edge. But to prevent 
gaping at a leg opening, cut the 
elastic the same length as the front 
area plus three-quarters the length of 
the back area. For other garment 
types, cut this elastic 2 to 3 inches 
shorter than the corresponding edge. 


Sewing/serging tips 


| Create a cut-on casing as described on p. 52. Place the elastic on the 


wrong side of the casing, \s inch from the cut edge. Serge or zigzag in 


| place. Fold the casing back/elastic to the garment’s wrong side and 
| topstitch along the elastic’s bottom edge. In the back leg areaof a 


swimsuit, pull the elastic taut. 


ONLINE EXTRA 

Visit www.threadsmagazine 
.com for a detailed listing of 
elastic sources. 


Secrets for 
Te el Gl a Od 
i U ot of 1-4 - 


Here are a few general guidelines 
Tate mdi el-mcelar-t-\"iiale mel ar-Y-laellale m=! 
TUT oxox -1-$-) 10 = 11-}-) (om =o (e[- 1 


¢e Check your pattern, and make necessary 
FYo} Ul} daal-10) &-m come-le(eM-Mer-lt/alo mel mentale Uit-) 
accommodate the elastic (see “Casing 
anatomy” on p. 52). 

° Always test your technique first using a 
short length of elastic and fabric. 

¢ Baste seam allowances of vertical seams 
to the garment before you fold back a casing. 
This allows for easier insertion of the elastic. 

¢ Stitch in the ditch along vertical seams 
to secure the elastic and prevent twisting in 
the casing. 

¢ To join non-sew-through elastic ends, 
simply overlap (or to reduce bulk, butt over 
FW ol(-Yex- Me) Male) elelabMr-ln10 4 {ey 4-lom (ale) t-(er-m 


Four tips for sew-through elastic: 


* Quarter the elastic and the garment 
opening (fold in fourths), mark with pins, then 
aak-) Cea Mey om a=W e)[at-m Com -tal-10[c-¥- Im o\-1ai-100 m1 

¢ Stretch the elastic as you feed it into your 
sewing machine or serger. 

¢ Hold the garment and elastic taut as you 
Y-WVVar- [alo Me-t-1ee(-M oh’me)l-lelfate Melat-War-lnle Mai ice)a) ae) 
the presser foot and the other hand behind it. 

¢ Steam the elastic edge back into shape 
after you sew or serge. 
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Lingerie elastics 





Designed specifically for undergarments, these 
elastics are soft, pretty, and comfortable. The 
following directions are written for a waist edge; 


use the same methods for any edge. 





Available in a variety of widths (from % to 
3 inches) and patterns, this fine, soft, 
elastic produces a pretty edge on panties, 
slips, camisoles, and knit tops. 


Cut-to-sew guidelines 

Stretch amounts vary by manufacturer, so 
simply place the lace around the body 
and stretch until it feels comfortable. For 
a purely decorative edging on a neckline, 
cut it 1 inch smaller. 


Sewing/serging tips 

Join the elastic ends with a traditional 
seam. Cut the garment with a waistline 
seam allowance the width of the lace. 
Place the wrong side of the lace against 
the right side of the allowance, aligning 
the top edges, then stitch along the 
elastic’s bottom edge, using a multiple 
zigzag stitch (with a stitch length of 
2.0mm to 2.5mm and width of 3.0mm to 
4.0mm). Trim the excess fabric close to 
the stitching (use small, round-tip scissors 
to make sure you don’t nick the lace). 
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Picot edge 


One edge of this elastic, available in %- or 
%-inch widths, has decorative loops that are 
meant to just peek over the top of the fabric in 
panties, slips, camisoles, and knit tops. 


Cut-to-sew guidelines 

Stretch amounts vary by manufacturer, so 
simply place picot edge elastic around the body 
and stretch it until it feels comfortable. Fora 
purely decorative edging on a neckline, cut it 

1 inch smaller. 


Sewing/serging tips 


Join the elastic ends with a traditional seam. Cut the garment with a waistline seam 
allowance the width of the elastic. With right sides together, align the smooth edge of 
the elastic with the cut edge of the fabric. Using a multiple zigzag stitch (with a stitch 
length of 2.0mm to 2.5mm and width of 3.0mm to 4.0mm), sew close to the looped 
edge; trim the excess fabric close to the stitching. Fold the elastic to the garment’s 
wrong side, making sure the loops extend above the fold, then sew along the elastic’s 
bottom edge with a multiple zigzag stitch. 





One side of this sturdy, %- to 1-inch-wide product (also 
called felt-back elastic) is soft and fuzzy, making it the 
ultimate in terms of comfort. It’s a great choice for 
sport and bandeau shelf bras, as well as waistbands. 
One edge features decorative loops, similar to the 
picot-edge elastic shown above. 





Cut-to-sew guidelines 

Cut plush elastic 3 inches smaller than the body ya 
measurement; for a shelf bra, the elastic is only used 

in the front, so cut it 1% inches smaller. 4 . 


Sewing/serging tips 

Join the elastic ends with a traditional seam. Create a cut-on casing as described on 
p. 52, but without seam allowance. Placing the nonplush side of the elastic against 
the garment’s right side, align the smooth edge of the elastic with the cut edge of 
the fabric. Zigzag close to the decorative loops; trim the fabric close to the stitches. 
Fold the elastic to the garment’s wrong side. Zigzag the loose edge of the elastic 

to the garment. 
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ing needles are typically 
associated with heirloom 
sewing, the kind used for 
christening gowns and Vic- 
torian linens. But my wing 
needle hemstitch technique 
adds a fresh accent to contemporary cloth- 
ing and accessories and is an easy, yet 
lovely way to secure a facing or hem by ma- 
chine—it’s one of my favorite ways to finish 
and simultaneously embellish a garment. 


Wing needles divide and separate 
As the wing needle descends through the 
fabric, the fins spread the weave and make a 
hole without cutting or tearing the fabric. The 
hemstitch is more effective when the needle 
backtracks to pass through a hole more than 
once to complete the stitch pattern. 

A wing needle can be used on any zigzag 
machine as long as both the presser foot 
and throat plate accommodate the needle 
fins with the stitch you are using. Make sure 
the needle has plenty of room by hand-crank- 
ing through the stitch pattern before sewing. 





These are extra-heavy needles that can dam- 
age your machine if metal meets metal. 


Natural fabric works best 
Fabric choice plays a major part in the 
success of your hemstitching. For the best 
results, I use 100-percent linen, but other all- 
natural fiber fabrics work also. However, 
fabrics made of synthetic fibers such as 
polyester don’t retain the same crisp de- 
sign definition you get with linen. Even 
after my linen garments have been laun- 
dered many times, the hemstitching holes 
remain distinct, the pattern is still well- 
defined, and the facing hasn't raveled. 

| often prepare the fabric by spray-starch- 
ing the hemstitch area before pressing and 
sewing. Lightweight, tear-away stabilizer is 
essential for supporting some fabrics, but 
not for others; experiment to find the best 
results for the fabric and stitch you're using. 


Use embroidery thread 
As the threaded wing needle spreads the 
threads of the fabric apart, the stitches hold 


Hemstitching: 
datsyemecbelemale) 


Historically, hemstitching was an 


involved process of pulling out 


threads parallel to the hemline 


and then hand-sewing the hem in 
a manner that grouped the 


remaining vertical threads to 


7 


create perforations in the fabric O 


This purple scarf is an example 


Nowadays, hemstitching is easy 


to do by machine using a wing 


needle, which has two finlike 


projections along its shaft, and an 


appropriate multistep stitch. One 


way to use this aecorative 


pierced effect: the neck edge 


above, which looks like a binding 


attached with fagoting. Note how 


the wing needle stitchery also 


finishes the facin 
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How to secure a facing with hemstitching 


Demonstrated here on a neckline ine 


stitching. You can also use this 
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the facing flat, then 


tto the in yOu press it again 
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and liqntweignt thread in the bobbin 
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Select or invent a hemstitch 
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There are two ways 
Comat-hulet-)e-merelgal-ia— 


The stitching can cross at the corner 


The stitching can echo the corner. !' | 


the holes open. | use a 40-weight rayon em- 
broidery thread for the needle with a light- 
weight bobbin thread. You might want to 
experiment with various thread weights to 
see what works best for the fabric you are us- 


ing and the effect you want. The color of the 


needle thread should come close to the fab- 
ric color; | think a slightly darker shade of 
thread blends better than a lighter one. If 
your holes aren't well-defined when you 
stitch, use two layers of stabilizer. 


Find a stitch that perforates 

and binds 

Look for a stitch with these two character- 

istics: the needle penetrates the fabric in 

the same place more than once as it sews; 

and the stitch has enough width to prevent 

the unfinished facing edge from raveling. 
Examples of standard stitches with these 

characteristics are a honeycomb, blanket, or 
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decorative daisy chain. Several utility stitch- 
es have these characteristics, and when their 
stitch width and length are adjusted, they cre- 
ate a handsome hemstitch. On p. 58, you'll 
see some utility stitches adapted for hem- 
stitching, along with a menu of built-in hem- 
stitches typical of those on many machines. 

Compared to many decorative stitches 
sewn with a regular needle, which can be 
used in a similar manner, | find this finish to 
be tastefully restrained. It makes an excellent 
companion for subtle beaded embellish- 
ment and renders beautifully in crisp silks— 
but itis equally suitable for casual clothing 
and accessories, as well as for home-décor 
items. I can’t find a better way to decora- 
tively attach a facing to a garment with such 
a delicate and durable finish. + 


Barbara Callahan has recently moved to Florida 
to design patterns. 








Almost any hem can be an 
embellishment: just fold, press, and 
hemstitch. Whether for lamp shade 
covers like these or another project, 
experiment with various stitches to 
see the effects of light passing 
through the pattern of tiny holes, 
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he first time I ever saw a jacket lin- 

ing bagged (attached to the fash- 

ion fabric garment by machine, and 

turned right side out through a 

small opening in the lining), | had 

an epiphany. Here was a technique 
that was fast, accurate, logical, and yielded 
a professional finish. By studying lined 
ready-to-wear garments, | learned that al- 
most any garment lining can be bagged, if 
you take the time to plan ahead. 


Bagged linings are quick, neat, 

and durable 

Although we’re most familiar with bagged 
jacket and vest linings, it’s possible to bag 
linings in tops, dresses, skirts, and pants, 
which more commonly have free-hanging 
linings. Bagged linings creep less, conceal in- 





A savvy sewing sequence provides an open 


seam for turning each type of garment 


by Shannon Gifford 


terior construction and unfinished seam 
allowances completely, and are quick to ap- 
ply. And the principles used to bag linings 
are the same for creating fully reversible 
garments; the examples I show here assume 
that the fashion fabric and lining layers are 
the same, as they would be for a reversible 
garment. The crucial points to consider 
when planning are the location of the open- 
ing for turning the garment, and the sewing 
sequence for joining the lining and fashion 
fabric garment. I'll show you how to bag 
linings in five basic garment types; with 
these as starting points, you'll be able to 
handle almost any lining situation. 
Whether you're bagging an edge-to-edge 
lining (as shown in these examples), or one 
that attaches to facings, the basic sew-and- 
turn process is the same. It’s easy even for a 


relative beginner, as long as she can keep 
track of the fabrics’ right and wrong sides, 
and is willing to stitch in the occasional 
tight spot. In addition to planning your 
sewing sequence ahead of time (use the 
directions on the following pages for guid- 
ance), don’t forget to think about “The fin- 
er points of turned linings” (see p. 63). 
Bagged linings help homemade garments 
look professionally sewn, and improve their 
comfort and longevity. This is a technique 
that is well worth adding to your repertoire; 
it will save you time and enhance the qual- 
ity of the clothes you sew. 4 





Shannon Gifford, of Cartersville, Ga., teaches 
sewing on her Web site, www.sensiblesewing.com. 


(Continued on the following page) 


Leave side seams open to turn sleeveless garments 


When lining sleeveless garments, it’s easiest to turn them through open side seams. You can machine-sew the side seams of the 
if k-Jalke)aMm i=l) a (om f-D'-Lar-lale Mm dal-1amer(es-¥- Me dal-M [lallate Mos(0(-MecX-¥-] ano ob Mm al-lare Mme) am oh mant-Yodallal-Mce) (eM lam al-Mt-¥- lane] i Cel) F-lalex-somr-Lale McY-N iam cal cele lel amr] | 


layers close to the folds). 





Sleeveless pullover garment 


Sew each garment piece 

to its lining F 
With right sides together, stitch 
the fashion fabric front to the 
lining front at the armholes, 
neckline, and hem, leaving the 
side and shoulder seams : 
open. Repeat for the fashion fabric back and lining back. 
Trim, grade, clip, and press the seam allowances open. Turn 


the front section right side out and press the edges. 


Stitch the shoulder seams 
Slip the front section inside the back ad : 
section, placing the fashion fabric layers | 







and the lining layers right sides 
together. Push the shoulder straps of 


the front inside the back straps, and > Sag + eo, 


align the shoulder seam allowances. , 
Sew the shoulder seams (between the . 
neck seamline and armhole seamline 
only), turn the garment right side out, 
and press. 


Sew the side seams 
With the right sides together, sew the 
side seams of the fashion fabric 
layer, keeping the lining free. 
Turn the garment right side out, 
press, and sew the lining side 
seams closed. 
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Cardigan vest 


Assemble the vest and 
the lining 

Construct the vest (the 
fashion fabric pieces) and 
the lining, leaving the side 





seams unsewn on both. 


Sew the lining tothe vest, we. 
With right sides together, sew _ 
the vest to the lining around the 4 





neckline, along the center — 
front opening edges, front 
and back hems, and around 






the armholes. Trim, grade, clip, 
and press the seam 
allowances as needed. [pen 


Turn the vest right 
side out : 
Pull the fronts through the 
shoulders and out one 





of the open back side seams. 


Close the vest 

side seams 

Press, then close the 
side seams as 
described for the 
sleeveless pullover 
at left. 





Turn skirts through the waistline 


Attach the lining for a basic straight or A-line skirt at the hem, turn the lining to the 
inside, and finish the garment by adding a waistband, facing, or bias binding. 





Assemble the skirt and the lining 
Assemble the skirt (the fashion fabric pieces) 









according to the pattern instructions, including any 
zippers or pockets, but don’t sew the waist finish 
or hem. Assemble the lining at all vertical seams, 
forming unstitched pleats in place of any darts, 
and leaving an opening corresponding to the 
length and location of the zipper. 


Sew the skirt to the lining at the hem 
With the right sides together, insert the 
lining into the skirt, aligning the hem 
edges. Sew around the hem. Press the 
seam allowances open, then turn the 
skirt right side out, with the lining 
inside. Press the hemline flat. 


Sew the lining to the zipper tape, 
then finish the waist 





On the lining, fold under the zipper 





opening seam allowance and sew it to the zipper tape. Align the 
waist edges, baste the layers together if desired, and complete 
the waistband or facing. 


You can sew the lining to the zipper tape by 
machine: Fold the lining seam allowance under, 
align the raw edge with the edge of the tape, lift 
the tape away from the garment, and sew through 





ONLINE EXTRA 
: Learn to insert a lining in a 
both layers using a narrow seam allowance. tailored jacket by machine at 


www.threadsmagazine.com. 
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Adding a lining to a garment 
isn't tricky; for it to work 
successfully with the fashion 
fabric layer, however, you I! 
need to consider a few 
points before diving in. 


Fabric choice 

Drape: choose linings that 
maintain (or favorably 
alter) the hand of the 
fashion fabric. 

Transparency: match colors 
or tones of lining and 
fashion fabrics to prevent 
unwanted show-through. 

Care requirements: be 
sure the lining can be 
maintained using the 
same methods as for 
the fashion fabric. 


Fitting ease and 
hem depth 

Ease: for traditional, tailored 
garments, build 


lengthwise ease into the 
lining with a pleat parallel 
to the hemline; ada 
circumferential ease with 
a center back pleat 

Hem depth: for lined-to-the- 
edge garments, change 
the hem allowance to a 


seam allowance. 


Pressing and clipping 

Seam allowances: trim, 
grade, and clip seam 
allowances as needed 
before turning the 
garment or garment 
sections right side out 

Rolling edges: press edges 
to roll the seam slightly to 
the interior of the 
garment; for reversible 
garments, press so the 
seams fall exactly on the 
garment edge 





Attach a pants lining at the hem, then 


turn through the waist 


When lining pants, attach the leg linings separately to the garment, turn each leg 


lining to the inside, and then sew the lining crotch seam. 





Assemble pants and lining 

Assemble the pants (the fashion fabric 
pieces), including any pockets or 
zippers; don’t do the waistband steps 
and hems. Assemble each leg of the 
lining, converting darts to unstitched 






pleats; do not stitch the crotch seam yet. 
If the pants have a side zipper, leave 

an opening in the left side of the 

lining equal to the length of the zipper. 





Sew the pants legs to the lining legs at the hem 


With the right sides together, match each lining semble the jacket and the lining 


leg to the appropriate leg of the pants, align the Assemble the jacket (the fashion fabric 


side seams, inseams, and bottom edges, and pieces), including any pockets; assemble 





stitch the layers together along the hemline. Press the lining, leaving a 6-imch opening in 


the seam allowances open, and turn the lining to the either a side or underarm seam. 


inside of the pants. Press the hem edge flat. 


Sew the lining crotch seam 
K' With right sides together, sew the crotch 







seam of the lining; if there is a center back 
or fly-front zipper, leave an opening to 





accommodate it. Fold the pants down for 





\ \ easier access to the crotch seam; the 
: \ \ pants and lining will form a doughnut 
q as you join this seam. a 
Sew the jacket to the lining 





With right sides together, stitch the lining : 


Farrer 


to the jacket around the neckline, center 
Sew the lining to the zipper tape; finish the waist 


sii a 


front opening, and bottom hem, but leave 


On the lining, fold under the zipper opening seam the sleeve layers separate at the wrist. 


allowance and sew it to the zipper tape. Align the Trim, grade, clip, and press seam 


an Minward: dr 


waist edges of the pants and lining, baste if allowances open as needed. 


desired, and complete the waistband or facing. 
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Turn jackets through an opening in the sleeve or side seam 


Bagging a lining for a jacket (or any garment with a front or back opening and sleeves) requires some odo twists and turns 
to access all the edges. Keep track of the fabrics’ right and wrong sides and you'll sail through the process. 

















Turn the jacket right side out and pin the sleeve hems 
Turn the entire garment right side out through the side 
or underarm opening. Tuck each lining sleeve inside the 
corresponding fashion fabric sleeve, aligning the underarm 
seams and pinning them together at the wrist. 


Sew each sleeve hem 

Pull one sleeve through the 
opening in the lining, keeping the 
layers pinned at the wrist. 


The lining and fashion fabric 
sleeves will emerge side by side, 
with their wrong sides pinned 
together. Remove the pin, taking 
care not to twist the sleeves 

out of alignment. Fold the wrist 
hem allowance of the lining to the wrong | 

side to form a cuff, and insert it into the fashion fabric wrist opening, aligning 


the underarm seams and the wrist raw edges. 


Sew the layers together along the wrist hemline (the sleeves will twist as you 
sew through the doughnut formed by the fashion fabric and lining; they'll twist 


back into position when removed from the machine). 


Trim, grade, and press the seam allowances open, and pull the sleeve back 
through the lining and armscye. Repeat these steps for the second sleeve. 


Close the lining opening 
Sew the opening in the lining closed by hand, or by machine (fold in 
the seam allowances and sew through all the layers close to the folds). ~ 
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Stylish Design 
for a Classic Coat 


ideas 





If you sew because you love unique garments, 


here are three examples to inspire you 


by the Threads editors 


ost sewers have a 
grand creative streak. 
We just can’t wait 
to put an individual 
spin on the next gar- 
ment we make. That’s 
why Threads editors have such a 
good time producing this feature— 
we so enjoy the creativity of the 
designers who enhance the featured 
garment. Each idea 
presented sparks 
another, whether 
it be for fabric, 
trim, color, or de- 
tail, that would 
make the garment 
(or one from a sim- 
ilar pattern) a per- 
fect addition to our 
wardrobe. Join us 
to take advantage of the inspira- 
tion on these pages, you can post 
photos of your coats on Gather- 
ings, our discussion board, at 
www.threadsmagazine.com. 


Simple lines invite ideas 
Threads felt this coat pattern, with 
its simple lines, convertible collar, 
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FABRICATIONS: 
Three designers 
create more ways to 
sew a pattern than 
the options shown 


on the envelope 


and topstitched facing outline, 
offers lots of room for attitude to 
anyone who wants to take it a step 
further than the options given on 
the pattern envelope. We invited 
designers Paddye Mann, whose 
beautiful tailored coats are revered 
by her clients, Allison Page, who 
loves understated classic tailoring, 
and Donna Christopher, known 
for sophisticated 
embellishment, to 
show us new inter- 
pretations. 


Fabric and style 

go hand in hand 

Paddye chose wool 
melton to color- 
block the surface of 
a thigh-length coat, 
and added a dash of suede. Allison 
seized the current vogue for trench 
coats, adding epaulettes and belt- 
ing the waist and cuffs, and chose a 
coated linen to sew it in. Donna 
mixed velvet and wool crepe with 
gold stamping to create a lovely 
evening coat. Have you other ideas? 
Let us know. 





ideas for Christine Jonson 
Patterns-Easy Coat no. 122 


www.cjpatterns.com 


Style details 

¢ Omit the collar 

¢ Turn the facing to the 
right side 

¢ Add pocket flaps or make 
welt pockets 

¢ Use contrasting fabric for 
the collar and facing 

¢ Make it ankle length 

¢ Make it car-coat length 

¢ Add passementerie trim to 
the topstitching lines 

* Cut the sleeves long 
enough to turn back 

¢ Divide the pieces for 
color-blocking 


Fabrics 

e Leather or suede for a 
sharp, urban effect 

¢ Corduroy for a sporty look 

¢ Camel hair with a velvet 
collar for a Chesterfield 

* Quilted silk or cotton for 
an arty look 

¢e Embroidery along the 
collar and front edge 
for a pretty finish 

e Lace or chiffon layered 
over a solid fora 
special occasion 

e Anything waterproof for 
a raincoat 


























Sewing tips 


¢ Be sure to add seam 
allowance where you cut the 
pattern for color-blocking. 
¢ Wool melton and boiled wool 
don't ravel, so there is no 
need to finish their edges. 
¢ To minimize bulk, line 
the coatto the edge, 
without facings. 
* Press seam allowances 
open where possible; use 
a clapper to flatten them. 
¢ Trim the seam allowances 
at intersections and 
corners to reduce bulk. 
¢ Reinforce the shoulder 
seams with %-inch-wide 
stay tape, centered 
over the seamiine. 

° Cut the button loops 
twice the desired 
finished width, fold 
in half lengthwise, 

and topstitch. 
¢ Sew on the suede 
patches and the 
button loops before 
adding the lining or 
turning up the hems. 
¢ Use a leather roller 
foot or a walking 
foot to sew on the 
patches-—the roller 
foot worked best 
for me. 


~Norma Bucko, 
PACGC member, 
FABRICATIONS 
Seamstress 
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Fabrication 

Dove gray translucent 
Buttons in two sizes (small 
jess buckles in two S! 


coated linen, NO interfacing. 


er for epaulettes); 
zes (smaller for 





prong 


i pian d ulettes to the 
ttoned epa 
changes: Add bu Scat 
S eeis Add buckled straps at the wrists 
shou 


ith flaps. 
patch pockets to have angled tops, wi 


Sewing tips 
¢ Test your fabric under the iron— 
this coated linen melts, so 
pressing wasn’t possible. 
* To prevent visible perforations, 
pin only in the seam allowances. 
¢ Trim seam allowances carefully if 
they show through your fabric. 

* Coated fabrics don't ravel, so 
there is no need to finish the 
seam allowance edges. 

¢ Silicone spray on the presser 
foot (or a walking foot) will help 

coated fabric move smoothly 
through the machine. 
¢ Press the seam allowances 
to one side, then topstitch 
through all the layers to 
force them to stay flat. 
¢ The belt measures 1% inches 
by 60 inches, finished. 
¢ The wrist straps are % inch by 

16 inches, finished. Fold and 

insert one into each sleeve 

underarm seam, about 
4 inches above the hemline. 

« The epaulettes are 1% inches 
wide, long enough to cover 
the shoulder, with one 
pointed end (with a 
buttonhole). insert the 
square end in the seam 
when you set in the sleeve. 


Added epaulettes 
and wrist straps 
are classic trench 
coat details 


Simple, prong” 
less buckles 
give an under- 
stated finish 
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Model photos: Jack Deutsch, makeup: Sy Pichler, al other photos and 
Growing on p. 69: Jennifer Saver: all other dewwengs: Carol Ruzicka 
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Donna Christopher takes the town with an 
ELEGANT EVENING COAT 


Fabrication 
Purple wool crepe. Purple silk/rayon velvet for the collar, facing, belt, 
and trim; appliqués stamped with antique gold fabric paint. Rayon Sewing tips 
lining. Tricot interfacing for the under collar; silk organza 
interfacing for the upper collar and front facing. 
Style changes: Cut the coat extra-long. Omit the 
pockets. Bind the wrists. Cut the facing extra-wide 
to wrap the front edge like piping. Add vertical 
~~ buttonholes at the waist to carry the belt. Add 
, stamped square and diamond appliques 
above the hemline. 


¢ Cut the under collar 
from the wool crepe. 

¢ Cut the front facing 
’% inch wider than 
the pattern. Sew it 
to the front edge, trim 
the seam allowance 
to % inch, then sew 
the neck edge, folding 
the velvet so it will 
wrap the front edge 
like piping. 

¢ Make the wrist binding 
wide enough to extend 
as a facing. 

¢ Take the time to 
hand-baste all the 
velvet seams. 

¢ Make the belt from 
two pieces of velvet 
cut 1% inches by 
62 inches; serge them 
wrong sides together. 

¢ Use an even number 
of buttonholes at the 
waistline, centered on 
the center back seam, 
and at least 3 inches 
from the front edge. 

¢ The stamped 
appliqués shown are 
4% inches square and 
2% inches square, with 
serged edges. 


= 1 
— 
i 


—N. B. 











Velvet accents 
dress up simple 
wool crepe 


A serged gold 
thread finish 
complements 
the stamped 
appliques 
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Embroider custom 
labels on ribbon 


our embroidery machine is 
a wonderful tool for em- 
bellishing unique garments 
and soft furnishings; it’s also 
great for making labels to iden- 
tify the accomplished maker or 
proud owner of those creations. 
The labels | make are stitched 
on purchased ribbon (grosgrain 
and petersham give the best re- 
sults), so they’re inexpensive to 
make and comfortable to wear. 
Embroidering a label involves 
experimenting with fonts and 
adjusting their size, stitching on 
something much smaller than 
your embroidery hoop, and pre- 
cisely controlling the design 
placement. The process for mak- 
ing name labels can also be used 
to embroider ribbon with other 
types of small motifs: line up a 
row of diminutive designs on 
the embroidery screen or in your 
software, and stitch them out to 
make decorative trims for cloth- 
ing, accessories, or home-décor 
items. Whether you create labels 
or fancy trims, embroidered rib- 
bon can add an elegant touch 
to just about any project. 





Barbara Skimin teaches embroidery 
at Universal Sewing Center in Royal 
Oak, Mich. 


7/0 ~=THREADS 


achine Embroidery 
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For the final, 
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designer touch Ste <3) 
onyour sewn pif eo Oh 
garments, add 7 A 
a custom- , &,) 
embroidered label. | $ aes Oe 


“Hoop’ the ribbon using adhesive stabilizer 


Hoop a piece of adhesive stabilizer using your 
smallest hoop; remove the paper topping, and 
transfer the centering marks from the 
hoop’s grid. You can do this either by marking 
dots through the holes in the grid and 
connecting them using a flexible ruler as a 
guide, or by holding the hoop with its grid up 
to alight and gently tracing the placement 


lines on the back side of the stabilizer. 





Lay alength of ribbon longer than the 
intended label on the stabilizer, aligning 
the bottom edge of the ribbon with 
the horizontal centering line. (This 
makes It much easier to keep the ribbon 


straight as you adhere it to the stabilizer.) 


(Continued on p. 72) 
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mystery card to get you started. 


The Amazing Box II™, transfer 
The Amazing Box IT can deliver 


embroidery system, will change 


the way you embroider. Besides great results on your next project 


being faster and easter to use, the ow ante ae rand expand your embroidery library. 
Amazing Box IT now let’s you save Se. ES For details about our generous trade-in 
designs directly to your computer’ hard program for any transfer system user, call 
drive. Imagine having all of your favorite , ~ 1-888-874-6760 for a dealer near you or visit 
designs right at your fingertips. Tempted y www.amazingdesigns.com. 


yet? We'll pile on 101 free designs plus one 





EMBROIOERY SOLUTIONS 





E or 





eo 1 


Limitless Desten Collections User-Friendly Hardware Exclusive Software wiew.amazingdesigns.com 
& ; 888-874-6760 dealer locator 


800-553-1691 servicet+support 
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mendes © the Poesia posuen on the machine’s screen 
Since the ribbon is positioned slightly above the 

















horizontal centering line, you'll need to move the 
embroidery design up from its on-screen, 
centered position so that the stitching will land on 
the ribbon correctly. Use the “move” cursors or 
arrow keys on your embroidery placement screen 


to shift the design up slightly. 


It's tough to assess the text position by eye, so here's 
a trick that eliminates the guesswork: Use the “trial” 
key to check your placement. If you lower the 
needle with the hand wheel as the hoop is moving 
around the border of 
the embroidery area, 
the machine will stop, 


and will resume when 





you bring the needle 





up. Lower the needle into 


Pick a name and 
pick a font 


For a successful label, you need 
to match the text of the name 
with an appropriate fontin a 
suitable size. Make trial sew- 
outs to confirm that the name is 
mathe ang whe proper size tor Stitch out one, or many, labels 
your ribbon, then save your text / : 

in your machine’s memory. 
Follow the steps on p. 70 when 
you embroider, 





the ribbon at each corner and observe how far the needle is 





from the top and bottom of the ribbon. Move the design up 






or down as necessary to center the text on the ribbon, and 






test again until you're satisfied with the placement. 





Embroider the label, and remove the hoop from the 











machine when the stitching is complete. Don't unhoop 
the stabilizer if you plan to stitch additional labels. 


Keep these guidelines in mind Instead, pull the ribbon off the stabilizer, patch the hole 


as you design your label: 

¢ Text length should be 2 inches 
or less for standard-sized 
labels; you may need to 
abbreviate or use initials. Font 
style will influence the length 
of the name when stitched 
out, so experiment with fonts 
to find a size that works. 


you've just made by sticking a section of stabilizer to the 
back of the original hooped piece, position the ribbon 
along the line again, and repeat the embroidery. Since 
centering the text on the width of the 
ribbon is the most time-consuming part 
of this process, It makes sense to do 
that once, then stitch out several labels 


in succession. Ribbon leaves very little 

¢ Height of text should be at 
least 6mm smaller than the 
ribbon width. 


residue on the sticky stabilizer, so you 
can patch and reuse your original 


hooped stabilizer several times (remove 
« Some letters are hard to readin P ( 


certain fonts; use lowercase 
versions or change fonts. 


/2 THREADS 


the remains of a previous patch before 


Photos: Sloan Howard 


adding a new patch). 
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There’s a Robison-Anton thread for every season” 


Over 
For nearly a century Robison-Anton has lead = 450 Beautiful a, Saf With over 450 beautiful colors in rayon or 
the commercial embroidery industry with the Colors! _/ >> polyester, Robison-Anton offers the designer 


finest embellishment and decorative threads 


a multitude of creative possibilities. 
available. 


All spools are tested for uniformity, 
tensile strength and color match—providing 
smooth and easy running on all embroidery 
machines. Also, all Robison-Anton thread is 
manufactured right here in America. 


Robison-Anton 
TEXTILE COMPANY 


Available at your favorite sewing store. 


ROBISON-ANTON TEXTILE COMPANY, PO Box 159, Fairview, New Jersey 07022 
SHIPPING ADDRESS: 175 Bergen Boulevard, Fairview, New Jersey 07022 
TEL: (201) 941-0500 FAX: (201) 941-8994 

INTERNET ADDRESS: hittp://www.robison-anton.com 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: sales@robison-anton.com 


When you choose Robison-Anton thread, 
rayon or polyester, you’ve not only chosen the 
finest thread made but you have brought the 
top performing mini-king spool into your home. 











MADE IN THE USA 
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by Judith Neukam 


nnually Threads presents a design challenge to the 
Professional Association of Custom Clothiers 
(PACC), and every year the challenge is met with 
beautifully designed and constructed garments. In 
June of 2003, at the annual PACC conference in Las 
Vegas, we announced the fifth challenge, inviting 
- members to create an ensemble or outfit with 
striped fabric. The rules simply stated that one, 
two, or more pieces could be made (to cover both the 
top and bottom of the body), that each piece must in- 
clude some striped fabric, and overall, at least 50 per- 
cent of the fabric used must be striped. We advised 
contestants to think of garments that would be dis- 
tinctive, innovative, and definitely wearable. 





All sewers are welcome at the PACC conference 


Entry forms with photos of the garments were due to 
Threads last spring so that the editors could judge them 
before the conference at the Savannah College of Art 
and Design in June 2004—you'll see student artwork in 
the background of some photos here. At www.threads 
magazine.com you'll see all the garments we called in for 
final judging. As in previous years, selecting only four 
winners was difficult-so many entries were cleverly 
conceived and exquisitely sewn that we ended up with 
a tie in one category. At the conference fashion show even 
the audience had trouble picking a favorite, voting a tie 
for the Audience Choice Award (see left and top left pho- 
tos). Here you'll see the winning garments and a gallery 
of details from a selection of the finalists’ garments. 


The Professional Association of Custom Clothiers conference is held annually, 
usually in June and at a different location each year (visit www.paccprofessionals 
.org for information). While part of the conference is devoted to PACC business 


affairs, the focus of the event is education. There is always an enticing array of 
classes with an impressive roster of teachers, many of whom are Threads authors. 
Classes are open to nonmembers and present an excellent skill-building and 
networking opportunity for anyone who loves to sew. Pictured here is a panel 
discussion “Finding your niche in the market,” with, left to right, Fred Bloebaum, 
Linda Stewart, Threads editor Carol Spier, Leslie Littell, and Joyce Murphy. 
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Striped entries 


billowed and 
flowed across the 
runway at the 2004 
PACC conference. 
From above middle 
to right: Hazel 
Matthys; Robin 
Bolton with Threads 
editors Judith 
Neukam and Carol 
Spier; and Linda 
Stewart’s shower 
curtain raincoat. 
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OST QM conics 


ONLINE EXTRA 
To see all 20 finalists, visit 
www.threadsmagazine.com. 


PACC members rely on ingenuity, thought, and skill as they create their challenge entries. 
Shown here is a sampling of some of the wonderful work selected for the finalist 


category, from which Threads chose the winners shown on pp. 75-80. 
























Even stripes are Chevrons make the point 


cleverly tucked on a “couldn’t be simpler” 
Mitered and inset stripes 


to create a “~ jersey top and skirt; by 

pinstriped Pet arapnoimpapranc Marcia Cohen, Syracuse, N.Y. 
gusset comfort to the top of 

cummerbund : : ter } 

effect at the waist ee ee ee — 
Rachel Knudson, Boyds, Md. 


of a jersey dress; 
by Rachel Kurland, 
South Strafford, Vt. 





Braids used as 
concentric stripes 
outline an insert 
and are tied in bows; 
by Patricia Robison, 
Bellingham, Wash. 


Double box pleats 
accent subtle stripes 
and add fullness at 








Pleated stripes 
pressed in opposite 


the hem (energized 
with horsehair) of 
directions at the a street-length 

top and bottom is , ) cocktail dress; by 
Marian O'Rourke- 


Kaplan, Plano, Tex. 


reveal their colors 
on a day dress; by 
DeLynn D. Barrows, 
Cheyenne, Wyo. 
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Quilters ( ‘onference & Showcase 
Southern California’s 
Largest Quilt Show 
January 13 - 16, 2005 
Ontario Convention Center 
Ontario, California 


Quilt & Wearable Art 


Competition 
Over $15,000 in Cash & Prizes 
Entry Deadline Oct 1, 2004 


Workshops & Lectures with 
International/Regional Teachers 


Large Merchants’ Mall 
Special Events and Exhibits 


For information visit our website 
or Send $1 for a brochure 
Road to California 
5436 F Arrow Hwy., Dept. THD 
Montclair, CA 91763 


visit us at Www.road2ca.com 
READER SERVICE NO. 168 


The RainSled Ine. 


OUTDOOR FABRICS AND SUPPLIES 


Fabrics, 
Patterns & 
Accessories 

- Polyastar Lyeras’ 


for Outdoor 
Wear - Lots of Naw Patterns 


- Large Variety of YKK™ Zippars 
www.therainshed.com 


541/753-8900 voice * 541/757-1887 
707 NW 11th, Corvallis, OR 97330 + Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30 (pst) 
READER SERVICE NO. 175 —* 


The Silk Experience | 


- Tapastry Fabrics & Trims 
- PrimaLoft’ Sport Insutation 
- WindPro Flsaca 

« Corduroy Fabrics | 
- $tratch Valvats 
Slinky Knits 








aN COLORHUE 


: 2 ie! 
instant set fabric dye \e 


SILK RIBBON & BIAS \' 1 | 


for dyeing and embellishing = })/)) 


J AY SS TIRE silk thread 
A\\, (5 weights) jd 

Things Japanese « www.silkthings.com 

425-821-2287 
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CRISS-CROSS TOP 


No. 520684 
Two Styles Included 


Come Explore... 









LOES HINSE 
D Es IGN 
Discover ...fabrics not readily = : 
, parted ae earns I Sigs $4¢87h 
ncover... unique & unusual textures Mae Seidbnts add 7.25% tax 





specialty & designer fabrics 
ALL at discounted prices! 


r Visa /MC Checks 






PO. Box 1430 
Seaside, CA 93955 
888.554.LOES 
bax 62).484./451 
www.loeshinsedesign.com 





Sign up for our free 
swatch offer at our 
website! 





DISTINCTIVE? 
FABRICS 





Sa wer Broek 













www.sawyerbrook.com/backroom 
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} 
THE BEST DEALS LORE Ke, 
OF THE YEAR ON THE BEST “%,2s,' 
SELLING COMMERCIAL 
EMBROIDERY EQUIPMENT 
ON THE PLANET! 





Then You Can’t Pass Up the 
Best Deals of the Year on Tajima! 









Tajima NEO... With Over 40,000 
An Upstart Machine with a Start-Up Price! Machines Currently 
AGES Offer Expires Runnin Ask An one 
on eee November 31, 2004 Wh oO aah a Tajim a 
$100 If It’s Worth It 

















PER MONTH!* 


(And We Mean Anyone!) 


* The Finest Quality Sewing 
* Sew on Anything that Can be Hooped 
* Largest Field for a Compact 


* Representing Tajima for Over 30 Years 

* Over 20 Locations Coast-to-Coast 

* Over 400 Continuing Education Seminars 
¢ 24/7 Ordering and Support 


* Our 5-Star Commitment to 
You and Your Business 





DAY 


CONTACT US TO 


eww, hirschintLcom/pesta 





a bens | 
Fiera himeauuea i pode d tee 


credit appemal, Booey 4i-low- Apsara var cRa'y Sas pape mak ergy mgr, altaAvabpl pur ed 
eat wl ma ppm i ba Stioed Samed bp Sine-o-benien. could alley sible epiaseant pe. Th tavenpantunet 
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Linda Stewart Bristol, Va 


Linda designed a two piece ecdling gcown with a gaurntiet veil using the reg 
ular }ineh vertical tone-on-tone stripe in her polyester organza as a guide 
lor smocking. She secured cach smocking stitch with pearls and gold 
vlass beads, sculpting the garment to [all straight and then [low dra 
matically into a train. On both the bodice and skirt, the smo king releases 
into a llounce—6O08 inches around the skirt hemline 

We were impressed by the beautifully accomplished elleet of the lab 
ric in the smocking and the subtle reveal ol the stripes when the labri 
spreads or moves; the courage to take a light fabric and sculpt it into 
high-texture fabrication without compromising tHuidity and the stamina 
Ww bead and sew cach of the hundreds of tucks. The PACC audience 


aere cil wilh hall tse pare st EL VOL Wc in 1] havo its 


sdelelig Mm -1°))(e) s Beli. lem 


[his originalslesign wedding gown tcatures a sparkling lace 
overs! Itt inl Cat) he re ee c| LO a al sl simple strapl | sheath 


On the bodice and overskirt, the delicate stripes, cut Irom the em 





broidered organza fabric and individually tapered and sewn 
back together to radiate fram the waist, are bighhehted with a 
spl mnikiing ol sequins and glass beads 

fhe carelul whittling of the embroidered organza, the invisibl 


sewing. and the thousands ol beacks and quins ll together cre 


7 { 
ie a gracetul and beautilully engmecred skirt 
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The Lowest 
Prices On Sewing 
Equipment. 





For example: 
Singer Combination Sewing 
and Embroidery Machine 
5x7 Sewing Area Only $599 
call 1-800-522-8938 
american-sewing.com 
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Buy Fabric in Your Jammies! 


Your work is unique--you need unique fabrics. 








Plus books, patterns, 

notions, and threads for hand 

and machine embroidery, all 

at a discount every day (and night). 


We have thousands of fabrics you won't see anywhere else, 
and our website is the EASIEST to use! We fink all our fabrics 
to ceordinates so you can plan a whole project from the 
comfort of home. VVe usually ship the same day you order. 


Shop without fear on our secure site--your credit card is 
safe with us. Cr call with your credit card number 
if you don't want to put it ontine. 


Save with our bargain basement and weekly specials! 


THE ULTIMATE LAMP FOR ANYONE WHO 
IS SERIOUS ABOUT SEWING 


i 


Introducing the new 3 in 1 ultimate table top lamp! 


Because of it’s unique design the ultimate table top canbe used in one of three ways: 


1. As a stylish piece of furniture. 


2. By simply extending the 60° angle arm it becomes the ultimate sewing machine lamp. 
3. Add the magnifying arm, pattern holder and accessory tray to create the perfect craft lamp. 


The Daylight Ultimate Lamp is supplied with a high power 20w low heat Daylight bulb 
(120 watt equivalent). The lamp gives perfect color matching to help create beautiful sewing results, 
as well as reducing eye strain when working for longer hours. (Advert code THR} 
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U21038 Ultimate Table Top Lamp, SRP $139.99 
including all accessories. For more information 
on this lamp and our complete range of products, 
please contact The Daylight Company at 
1-866-DAYLIGHT (329-5444) or visit 
www.daylightcompany.com 


daylight. Anything else is just a lamp daylight” 


We 





—<$<—_= —— —— 
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Most Dramatic _ LA wf 


Hazel Matthys Eden Prairie, Minn 







Ms " SreemelirluetlCihmeilielussm@eltiareiny| 
lenge lo execute her theatrical gown and 
She hancd-dved her labrics (23 va 
lor the ¢ Ay and &B vii 

vi Silk hor ihe cr SS) cr atin Subtle 

ine cane ACH prelate Wes 

lor the dress. [he labric was cul into 

shaped bias strips and pied ed to maki 


the intricale val 


ments. [here ar 
* 
+ pieces Taments 


silhouette-skim 
nine “le i, cat 


sLarling al the t 
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Fabulous Fit® | 


Dress Forms & Sewing Machines 
onLine Super Sale! 


Best Savings...ANYWHERE! 


















An internet Sales USA Company 






Embroidery Machines ¢ Sewing Machines ¢ Software & More! 
www.sewinginusa.com 


1-888-USA-SEWS (872-7397) 


email: helo@sewinginusa.com 
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Woven Labels 


100% 







Your Name Is Woven NOT Printed 
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Spectal prices for 500 - 1000 W oo 
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Free W0 

www.electricquilt.com | | SC Airanta =e 
sales@electricquilt.com rs 
1 -800-35 6-42 1 9 wn .dblelabels.com w 
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FOR EXPERIENCED SEWERS ONLY! 
NEW BOOK! 
European Cut by Elizabeth M. Allemong 










SEWING \PATTErNS con 
LARGEST SELECTION OF SEWING PATTERNS ONLINE 









Teach yourself how to draft slopers for 
custom-made clothes the European way! 


Simple method. Very detailed book. 170 


pages. Step-by-step illustrated instructions 
with foolproof worksheets. 


TO ORDER: send $35 + $4 for shipping or 
use the printable Order Form at 
www.vestisbooks.com and save 20%! 











NEW LOO 
burda 
A Butterick 


SEWINGPATTERNS.COM. 
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(RISWELL EMBROIDERY & DESIGN 


Christmas Ornaments 2004 K-Lace~ Samplers 
#5044 for four-inch and #5045 for larger hoops 
at your local deaier or on our website: 
http://www.k-lace.com 













Vestis Books P.O. Box 29209 Columbus, OH 
43229-0209 
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. Ly Visit 
The Home Sewing Association www.sewing.org 


po You Wane has developed the “Trained Sewing for more 


ere teach Se Win Educator” program to help sewing information. 


The 
“Stradivarius4 
of Ironing! 


«Oo ? enthusiasts become sewing educators therel: 
Our mission 
is to get 


Join us for an introductory session to people sewing! 


and teach sewing skills to others. 


NEW learn more about the program and how 


IRONING 
REVOLUTION 
* 60 lie. per 


The Pressing Star 
1 (877) 870-5067 =“ vertical steaming 


no shine on garments 


dcaird5 2 @netscape. net regular tap water 
r - - * other models availabie 
www.dianesdesigns. biz 


; HOMET 
you can become involved. SEWING 


ASSOCIATION 


Introductory sessions will be held in: Home Sewing Association 
PO Box 1312 


Indianapolis, Minneapolis, Denver, Tampa, Monroeville. PA 15146 


Los Angeles, Boston, Dallas, and Pittsburgh. (RQ Riess.) 
Fax (412) 372-5953 
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Tips, Inspiration and Ideas to Improve Your Sewing 





Get the issues you missed— 
now only $4.95 each! thats 29% off 


Quantities and time are limited. Sale ends November 19, 2004 





34 37 66 67 77 


Pressing Matters A Fitting Companion Latticework Vest Stitch-and-Slash Jacket Machine Soup-Up 
Quilted Clothing Stranded-Quilted Jacket Pointillist Quilting Reinvented Quilts Fagoted Seams 
Machine Embroidery Cozy Down for Winter Stabilizers Cowboy Shirt Updated Swimwear 

Nights 









78 79 80 81 82 


Pin-Tucking Improve Your Sewing The Unsweet Ruffle Perfect Pleats Featherweight Felt 
Fusible Wigan Mastering Microfibers Wool-Jersey Cutwork Wool Gauze Fitting the 55+ Figure 
“Basic” Patterns Perfect Contour Belt Sewing Velvet Silk-Ribbon Work The Armani Effect 


i 


ben 
~ lich 


Tearing, 

Glas 

Waistbands 

Use Your Sloper 

eho. -- 

a al ee 

83 9? 95 96 97 

Draft Sarong Pants Abstract Fabric Collage Shadow-Work Crazy Patchwork Garment-Industry Tips 
Whole-Cloth Quilting Sequin Smarts Custom Pants Form Introduction to Draping Log Cabin Piecing 
Diaphanous T-Shirt Softly Tailored Trousers Silk Charmeuse Classic Leather Pants Easy Pleats 

© 2004 The Taunton Press 


THREADS 


fa eet Piece the haem be ee 


THREASS 





98 99 100 101 102 

Narrow Hemmer Foot Machine Quilting Judging a Pattern Blueprinting Fabric Pairing Vintage & New Fabrics 
Window Treatments Sewing Emergencies 30 Minute Jacket Conquering Inside Corners _ 8 Ready-to-Wear Tricks 

Better Buttonholes Lining Shortcuts Sewing Adhesives Pattern Grading Embroidering Borders 


THREADS 


— 








Chic Hemiine 
Shapes 


FancyFitiow 
Corners 





103 104 105 106 107 
In-Seam Buttonholes Making a Shearling Coat Ironing Systems Howto Take Measurements Sewing for the Great Outdoors 
Slipcovers, Part One Four Fancy Finishes for Peeking Inside an Armani Neckline Finishes for Knits On Fitting Sleeves 
Interfacing: The Inside Pillow Corners Restyling Pants Slipcovers, Part Two West African Fabrics 
Essential 





Easy, Elegant 
Velvet Applique ° 


THREADS 
THREAD 





108 109 110 11] 112 

Making Ottomans Patterns to Fit Your Figure The Shawl Collar Revealed Jeans that Fit Hidden-Button Placket 

T-shirt to Twin Set Slipcovers, Part Three Flat Elastic Waistbands Measuring & Marking Dream Machines 

Where Lining Meets What's to Know about Elegant Velvet Appliqué Tools How to Measure a Pattern 
Facing Zippers? Line & Underline in 1 Step to Assess Its Fit 


| To order, go to www.threadsmagazine.com/backissues 
ee or call 800-888-8286 and mention offer code M380008 


As part of this special offer, pay only $3.50 shipping and handling 
no matter how many issues you order! 





For a full listing of back issues and complete index of articles, 
visit us at www.threadsmagazine.com/backissues 





Taunton Direct, Inc., 63 S Main Street, PO Box 5507 Newtown CT 06470-5507 
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Dye Painting 
BR. Dx\ 


Ny 
i/ 









dye painting with Rit on silk, wool, cotton 
heat set in a microwave...quick, fast, fun! 
cool water wash with mild detergent 









ine Nowin 1 tb. sizes! 


1437 West Moris, Indianapolis, IN 
317-231-8028 
www.ritdye.com 
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www.cadenaamerica.com 





INCORPORATED 


LABELS & TAGS 


CADENA OF SPAIN 
COUTURE SWATCHBOOK 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


Visit our Web Site! 
www.alphaimpressions.com 


—_— Tel (BOO) 834-8221 « (323) 234-8271 


Fox (423) 244-8715 « E-mail: Sales@alphaimp 5 
416] 5. Main St., Los Angeles, CA 90037-2235 


é |_| MASTERCARD, VISA & AMEX 


Wie Ful cen 


Cadena is a high fashion swatch book 
designed for the custom couturier and high 
end sewing enthusiast. The company is 
located in Madrid, Spain and distributes 
labrics to over 60 countries, selling to 
some of the world’s premier designers. 


Each swatch book contains over 
480 styles with over 900 swatches. 
The book is sent out twice a year. 
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systems for Pattern Making 
and Fitting Products 


lo order a catalog please call or visit our website. ee 
Patterns, Tools, Books and Videos 


Available on this website only! 
tel: 312-922-7250 www.DesignToFit.com 


represent al by » Frshman'’s Fabrics 
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510-652-9294 


www.retrofitpattern.com 
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rning your dreams into reality 
with Barudan! 





after twenty 


sensational years 
we're still 

crazy about sewing... 
crazy about quilting... 
crazy about serging... 
crazy about seminars, style shows, 
shopping... 








Ask about our 
New Business Ventures 
package. the most 
complete package to get 

you 
started in commercial 
embroidery! 







and you too will be crazy about 


sewing & stitchery expo 2005 







make plans now to join your friends — 
and us 

march 3, 4,5 & 6, 2005 
for more from the best sewing expo — 
ever 








- western washington fairgrounds 
puyallup, washington 






Barudan can help you build your business! 
- For more information, call: 

- Washington State University 
Conferences & Professional 
- Programs: 253-445-4632, 
or visit us on-line at: 


www.sewexpo.com 





¢ Speeds up to 1200 spm 

¢ Comprehensive training program 

« Compatible with home software 

¢ Barudan employed technicians 

¢ Automatic color changes and trims 
¢ Large sewing field 

° Finished cap embroidery 

¢ Tubular goods 

¢ Quickest changeover from tubular goods to caps - no tools needed —— 


Professional Embroidery Equipment Since 1959 








is) Presented by: WASHINGTON STATE UNIVERSITY 
EXTENSION in PIERCE COUNTY 


Call 1.800.627.4776 


or visit www.barudan.com WASHINGTON STATE 





Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. 
Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension office. 
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SEWING, QUILTING, AND EMBELLISHING PRODUCTS NOW ON THE MARKET 





Wide illumination 
from a new lamp 








There’s no question, good-quality lighting is a necessity for every sewer. 
Arial, by Ott-Lite ($269; www.ottlite.com), provides cool, natural daylight, 
TrueColor illumination that enables precise color matching; it casts glare-free light 
over a larger area than previous Ott-Lite lamps. You can pivot the light 360 degrees, raise 
or lower the light source to target your project, and then lock it in your favorite position. 
And for an alternative tabletop application, you can also lift the lamp off its floor mount for 
use with an optional clamp-on converter that mounts to most counters and horizontal 
surfaces. The functional styling looks good in any décor. 






pws ss 


It looks like a sleeve board and it can be used as one, but it’s better. Joyce Murphy, of JSM 





7744, 


Patterns, an authority on the art of pants making, introduces her newest tool for the craft 
| a 36-inch-long pants pressing board ($175, plus shipping; 989-379-7202; www.jsm 
5. patterns.com). Pants legs easily pull over the free end of this sturdy oak and pine 
pressing board so you can press an inseam in one pass, This solid board 
has doweled construction and the padded side is covered with 100- 
percent cotton canvas over a 4-inch-hick nylon needle- 

punched pad, which retains heat as it wicks away 





moisture. Extra layers of padding in the heel of 
: the board allow it to function like a ham 
— for pressing around darts and 
~ pockets. Invert the board, and 










the solid oak base provides 
a bare wood surface on which 


lo Sel a crisp crease. 


86 =©THREADS 





of Ott-Lite; board photo: Sloan Howard 


Lrheay 


Lamp photo: oc 


Sew - Quilt CELEBRATING “*§ #4 
meet = 20 YEARS at : 
Festival — % SAN MATEO, CA 


7 se San Mateo Expo Center 
24 September 24-26, 2004 
1-800-472-6476 


- AapoR Mall Seminars © Workshops Fashion Shows efi 


© Show Specials © Nationally Known Teachers ak: 0 
: : Cynthia Guffey, Lyla Messinger, Connie Spurlock , Jan Bones, Kathy Ruddy, 4 & 
4: Jodi Barrows, Trish Stuart , Theresa Elafros, Gay Gerlack, , Lori Greshman : 





Special 


Offer! 


Visit our Web site for details 


Nancy's Notions 
nancysnotions.com 800.833.0690 


READER SERVICE NO. 140 


FABRIC. 


«Apparel «Quilting * Home Decor Notions 








One of the largest selections of 
cottons, dupioni silk, denim, thread, linen, 
knits, patterns and much more..... 


FREE SHIPPING 
on first order (US only), coupon code: FIRST 


FREE RETURN SHIPPING 


within 30 days, money back guarantee 


Don't Miss Another SALE! 


Sign up for our newsletter at www.fabric.com 





™ by | 
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visit uS at www. fabric. com Or Call 888-455 “2940 
READER SERVICE NO. 27 
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INTRODUCING 


CustomWorks” 






| ry the embroidery software where 
your only limit is your own imagination. 
With Custom Works from Designers Gallery you can 


customize any embroidery design to develop your own 
unique creations - FAST AND EASY. 


Custom Works merge and edit features give you the power 
to modify any existing embroidery design. You can combine 
designs to create borders, scenes and larger embroidery 
pieces that are easily sewn out all in one hooping. And, 
Custom Works ts versatile — it can be used on its own or 
easily interfaces with other Designers Gallery software 
products. 


Take your embroidery further. Look for Custom Works 
from Designers mo today, 


eat 
[ Disigner s Gallery’ 
WE 
Density Works” Color Works’ Hoop Works” 


SizeWorks”  QuiltWorks” Letter Works” 


Available only at Baby Lock Retailers. 
For a retailer near you, call 1-800-422-2952 
or visit www.babylock.com 


We Make Embroidery Easy. 


READER SERVICE NO. 132 









Learn how to fit 


with a muslin 


If you’ve ever wished for someone to show you 
how to use muslins to fit commercial patterns 
and resolve your fitting problems once and for 
all, Peggy Sagers’ latest video, Achieving Great 


Achieving 
Great Fit 
Through 
Muslins 


eee 
Step-by-otep 
a adePions 


i 


by Peasy Segere 


fingouerres 


EXCLUSWE 


B,c, & D 
cup sizing” 





Fit Through 
Muslins (VHS or 
DVD, $39, 800- 
784-8245; www 
silhouette 
patterns.com) 
just might an- 
swer your wish. 
The 1%-hour 
video shows 
how to. fit 
skirts, blouses, 
jackets, and 
dresses using 
a muslin, and 
then demon- 
strates how 


to transfer 


your alterations to the corre- 


sponding tissue pattern. You can study the 
video at home, share it with friends, and take a 


refresher course anytime you need it. 
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Brother introduces 
Innov-is 4000D 


Brother has a lot to celebrate right now: 
their first 50 years of business in the Unit- 
ed States and a new combination sewing/ 
embroidery machine, the Innov-is 4000D 
($4,999 MSRP; www.brothersews.com). 

To commemorate their anniversary, Broth- 

ers even offering a special limited-edition 

model of the new machine in black, as well as the standard 
white. But whatever color you prefer, this machine hosts a bounty of new fea- 
tures including: an extra-large embroidery area (approximately 12 inches by 

7 inches); the option of sewing without removing the embroidery arm; an 

automatic self-threading system; a thread wiper that pulls thread tails out 

of the sewing path; dual USB ports for accessing embroidery designs from 
any source; and compatibility with the entire Brother embroidery card col- 

lection and all previous Disney cards. The new Innov-is 4000D allows a di- 

rect connection to your computer; offers a resume function, which enables 

you to turn off the machine with your embroidery in process, and then start 
stitching again exactly where you stopped; and sews/embroiders up to 

1,000 stitches per minute. Built-in embroidery designs include a large variety 

of Disney motifs as well as other multisized images, including frame and bor- 


der patterns, fonts, cross-stitch designs by Vermillion, and heirloom designs 
by artist Josephine Symons. 






—Judith Neukam | 
ae 


Transform 
a room 
this weekend, 
Step-by-step. 


doin HOH doit ERS! doit RIGHT 


Ll 
| \ Mriconanors, ormaions 


Ante acetate 


_p'ghting 










Introducing a new generation of 
do-it-yourself books designed to give 
first-class results every time. 

This informative book series, Do it 
NOW, Do it FAST, Do it RIGHT, gives you 
the know-now to start and finisha 
projectin just one weekend. In-depth 
Instructions, hundreds of step-by-step 
photos, and smart tios Keep you on 
track each step of the way. 


Learn more about the 


doit \0\ doit FAST doit RIGHT 
series by calling 800-888-8286 
or visiting www.doitnowfastright.com. 


Don't just get it done, 
get it done right. 


| + The aon Press 
Inspit rion for han s-on living 


© 2004 The Taunton Press 
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Marketplace 


: “ED Everyone in search of 
x3 unique, creative fabrics 

W NN from around the world. 
C Please call for personalized swatch service 


Huge collection 
SKRudnick’s 
FINE 


linens, silks, woolens 
FABRICS 
2450 GRAND AVENUE ® KANSAS CiTY, MO 64108 











(816) 842-7808 







e@ 
oer vi Hot- Fix Embellishments @ 


ee Ask for?’ Orna 
. Siena corative Touch™ Wand @* produc ding Hic 


+ Swarovski" sige ©) © favorite Fabric Store! 
- RhineStuds @ > oromline..wwwi-kandicom 


- Naillleads <@ by Day COED 
Pr wwwL-Orna.com « 1-800. 985-2634 
















pe i Finest Fabric Store 


ON HABERMAN 
eee FABRICS 


...for bridal, apparel, & home décor. 






Shopping, swatching, projects at 





www.habermanfabrics.com 











905 S. Main St., Royal Oak, MI 48067 
Phone: 248.541.0010 FREE PARKING! 





MACHINE EMAFrFrOIDE RY DBDETIGNnNStE 


pei ct ‘sm shes 


(FREE Lind 
cnonas Cle 
DESIGNS 
LT 


= (416) 297. 6079 | 





oIGrTr Are 











WWwW.A-I Accessories.com ~ 
Covered Buttons & Belts in Your Fabric 
$1 for Brochure comes w/many Discount cou pons 


1358 Hooper Ave Suite 202 Toms River NJ 08753 | 
infour A-l| Accessories.com 732-278-7586 





Exquisite Silks 
Jaquards & brocades, silk/rayon velvets 
Over 160 luscious colors of silk dupion online 


Golectable Uountain Cloth 


(802) 257-4456 10-5M-F, 1-5 Sunday 
{25 Main Street, Brattleboro VT 05301 
www.delectablemountain.com 


WORLD OF 
FASHION 


ourd MAGAZINE 


Monthly magazine. 50 to 60 patterns in each issue. 





Each pattern in five sizes. 
Send $15 for 3 issue trial subscription to GLP 
INTERNATIONAL, POB 9868, Englewood, NJ 07631-6868, 
call 201/871-1010, e-mail: info@glpnews.com 


Visit us at: www.glpnews.com/Crafts.html 














See ad index on page 96-97 for reader service numbers. 


Alterations for Professionals 


Specialty Alterations: 
Bridal/Formalwear 


Linda Stewart, Instructor 


Corporate Seminars and 
Private Instruction Available 
For full course outline, registration 
information, or to arrange for a class in 
your area go to: 
www.LindaStewartCoutureDesigns.com 
LStewartCouture@bvunet.net 
Phone: 276-669-3299 


PVF liissimeviigr iit 
Classes 








French Connections 


° West African prints, hand-dyed damask, 
mudcloth, African batik panels, & more 
°* French toiles, chintz, & provengal fabrics 
www.french-nc.com 
(919) 545-9296 Pittsboro, North Carolina 


Blue? 


Sad about not finding 
gorgeous fabric at great 
prices? Call, email, or 
visit our web site. 


Apple Annie Fabrics 
566 Wilbur Av., (Rt. 103) 
Swansea, MA 02777 
508/678-5187 eina 
arnne@appleanniefabrics.com 
www.appleanniefabrics.com 





















Fleece4sale.com 962-728-4567 
Division of Tex usa Inc. % 
Wholesale and Retail 


100% Polyester Fleece Fabric 
Largest Importer of Fabric in 








the Western Region. 






Over 1 million yards in stock 
* Over 250 prints available 


TT | ™ —) | 
| ware robe wld 
SHOP LIKE A PROFESSIONAL! 
We carry thousands of hard to find 

wardrobe care supplies. 


MANHATTAN WARDROBE SUPPLY 
TOLL FREE: 888-401-7400 
Contact us at: info@wardrobesupplies.com 






* 

















Check out our new full-service website: 


http://wardrobesupplies.com 
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Marketplace 
EVIE PORARYK 


Unique geometric, abstract and atomic/retro designs in 
new/ vintage textiles. Marimekko remnants. Art Cloth and 
Hand-dyed fabrics. Fabrics for quilfs, wearable art and 
home sewing adventures. See our online catalogue. 

www.contemporarycloth.com ¢ Toll Free:1-866-415-3372 


Sy Label Kit! 


&, hinted el K. 


Catalog sent with samples and order fous. 
€-mail: postman(@sterlingtape.com. 
wirw.sterlingnametape.com 


1-800-654-5210 


S terling Jlame 
Sf, ape Co. 


Dept TM3 / P.O. Box 939 
Winsted CT 06098 





ACADEMY or FASHION DESIGN 


STUDY AT HOME 
CERTIFICATE OF PATTERN DRAFTING 


WWW.AOFDESIGN.COM 


1-877-978-9088 _ fashiondesign@sasktel.net 


UE ee 
—ashion Fabrics 
Special Aeq Kt 
TOLL FREE 877-255-4899 
420 Shoppers World Court 
Charlottesville, VA 22901 


email: Lfabriques@ aol.com 
TYAWYANYA(st-i-18]g (00 {-1-meze) pa) 


Sewing Machine Attachment 


Universal Presser Foot Lifter 


ACTS like a knee lift 
or a third hand, it lifts 
the presser foot, for 
pivoting, applique, 
machine embroidery, 
quilting or sewing 
difficult fabrics, etc. 
3.I.M. Enterprises P.O. Box 598 
Lafayette, CA 94549-0598 

Toll Free 877-542-8377 


Fax 925-256-7241 
www.pressertfootiifter.com 


Suggested list 
price $64.95 


Since 1998 


Professional Teachers 
Over 60) classes 
Dlossaniicegumareltsiae 
Lalita) (es 


SEWING 
QUILTING 
BASKETRY 
KNITTING 
SURFACE DESIGN 


Sievers 
WEAVING <= 


SPINNING 

Dy EING nm lela d, 258 Aa? 46 
FELTING 920) 847-2264 

& MORE sai keunctiockoe 


a ee 


iS eee Se ea ee ee 
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|6801 Gulfport Bvid, So, #10 
South Pasadena, FL 33707 800-713-8157 


See ad index on page 96-97 for reader service numbers. 


DARR, Inc. 


Sewing Notions that Work 
Made wn Sa 


DARR E-Z Winder 


Beacon 





Free 48 page Catalog F 
—"s Wind any thread or yarn 
AWAW A oX-¥-lelelitr-lolaceneeliie onto spools using your ea 
a. To pub sewing machine bobbin winder. 
Upholstery & Home Dec. Supplies ee ge & 


N. E Ww a Patent Poadme LZ bE 
es & ge. ae 

DARR Piping Magic LEY 

Rotary cut piping seam allowances. 

ie inc. 
(251) 661-SI9L - Fax (251) 665-0072 
http://www.darrsewnotions.com 
info@darrsewnotions.com 


Flagcloth/Outdoor Fabrics 
Embellishing/Embroidery Thread 
Scissors, Elastic, Webbing and Zippers 


Patterns by 


For a free brochure, contact > 
Fred Bloebaum 
4200 Park Bivd, #102 
Oakland, CA 94602 $ i 


510-893-6811 


nf , Buttons- Ete of the VW 


p Unie Buttons for all Needle Artisans 
' WWW. BUTTONS-ETC.COM 
TOLL FREE 1-800-556-7657 


e-mail— ButtonsEtcNW @aol.com 


70 ft WIDE Textured Cotton 
| For Washable, Non-lron, Non- Toxic 
™ Draperies, Slipcovers, Tablecloths 


Dyed & Printed 
silk e rayon e cotton 
hemp e« linen « natural blends 


$2 Planning Kit with samples: 
www.HomespunFabrics.com 
MC/V Toll FREE 1-886-543-2996 
yardage « home accessories 
S. ay ; — fat quarters ¢ limited editions 
NAL ASTROS | gift certificates « grab bags 
www .fabricbydesign.com | 


Vintage-Inspired & Original Vintage Patterns | 





Excepuonal Fabncs ~ Silk Thread 


www.EvaDress.com 








For Color Catalogue. send $12 check or m.o, to: 
P.O. Box 21802 
Columbus. Ohfo 43221 


We Teach a Skill ... Not Just a Project! 


RN NMKORS aa | Mise esa ie 


By Video Everything supplied 
orfroma with our detailed 

» Teacher Near You & comprehensive 
FREE Referral program 
| 





Ever wonder about the fabulous CLOTHESLINE fabric? 


Purchase a Season Single 
for only $18.50 postage paid 
don’t miss the 
Fall/Holiday Fabric Collection. 


Order from the Web or 
le send Check or M.O 
Spat 


made payable to 
www.CJPatterns.com 


Sewing Machine Outlet 
Home & Industrial Sewing and 


Embroidery Machines, Sergers 
Sewing Furniture, lrons & Steamers 


Call Sammy for the best deals on the web! 
1-800-487-7397 
www.sewingmachineoutiet.com 

For All Your Sewing Needs Since 1949 


(Dept. LEARN) (Dept. TEACH) 


For FREE Brochure contact 


® You Can Make It Inc. 
1-888-LRN-2-SEW or 610-760-1908 
PO Box 247-TH : Walnutport, PA 18088 


http//iwww.youcanmakeit.com 


Christine Jonson Patterns 
PO. Box 858 
Royal Oak, Michigan 48068 
(248) 547-1080 


Michael’s Fabrics 


HIGH QUALITY 
DESIGNER FABRICS 
IMPORTED FROM 
EUROPE — PLEASE 
CHECK OUR WEBSITE 


Toll Free: 877-266-8918 


www.michaelsfabrics.com 
Couture Fabrics — Great Prices! ! 


Marketplace 


, §trétch & Sew" 

fabulous fashion fabrics and more 

We’re much more than just great knits! 
NOW AVAILABLE 

Fabrics by Mail Subscription Service 
and our | Love to Sew by Mail 

‘ Call us or send a request 
ie www.stretchandsewmn.com 
sm 952-884-7321 

521 West 98" Street, Bloomington, MN 55420 


Patterns for haty & gloves 


fA. 


Multi-size hat & glove patterns, 
Glovemaking supplies, 
Millinery supplies, needles, 
Fabrics, books, biocks & more 


Pattern % Stadio 


For Distinctive Hats & Gloves 





ef 


P.O Box 15874 
Cincinnati, OH 45215-0874 


(513) 821-HATS www. patternstudio.com 


pstudio@patternstudio.com 


BJ's Fabrics & 


_ +. On the Oregon Coast 
~~’ Toll free 877-690-5267 


= 


www.bjsfabricsquilts.com 


SewkeysE Classes 


Emma Seabrooke, CSI, cértitied Palmer/Pletsch Fit and Pant 
Fit instructor is offering 2 to 5 day classes in the Beautiful 
Florida Keys. Classes cover fit, pant fit, knits and more. 
Also come visit me at the Original Sewing and Quilt Expos 
i your area and see Wi 4 patterns and fabric. 
For info, please call 305-664-3319 
or e-mail to Sewkeyse@msn.com 














Shop Online Catalog ~ Over 1,000 styles 
| Lome of buttons, clasps & memory book items 


“mee 720-434-1090 














le Trove . 


PURVETORS OF THE 
+ BEAUTIFUL & EXOTIC IN 
» = TEXTILES & EMBELLISHINGS 
Beads, Buttons Japanese Cottons 
* Fancy Sullee from Indio Chino & Fronce 
4 Afmoon Mudcloth Kuba 4 Tie Deve 
Bali Botike (en cotton and rayon |) 
4 Guotemoalen Honchweaves 


Montion this ad for 10% of f 
Phone mail or internet orders 
www .sttheresatextile.com 





1329 Street, 
Cincinnati, OH,45210 


(800) 236-2450 


Historic Clothing Patterns & Books 
Buckles, Buttons & Clasps 
Boning, Busks & Hoop Steel 
Cording & Reeds 
Fabric, Lace & Trims 
Millinery Supplies 
Eyelets, Grommets & Findings 
Sewing Notions & Tools 


Grannd Companies 
295 Main Street, South River NJ 08882 


Phone: 732-390-0506 FAX: 732-390-1694 
Website: www.Grannd.com eMaik info@grannd.com 
Retail and Wholesale Catalogs Available September 2004 $6.00 
















hy” SANUK JACKET 


x / Peasy / Multi -sized Pattern! 


Mekong River Textiles 
607 Date Drive 


SILVER SPRING, MD 20910 
301-589-1432 


For more patterns, 
handwoven cottons, 
silks, and ikat fabrics.. 








J 


| a te a 
Peo GS \i Age, 2sh™ 
* an MD Residents 
“Cf add 5% tax 

Visit us at: 


www.mekongrivertextiles.com : 


HOMME BEC EEE EEE EEE EEE HEE EEE EHEC EEE EEE EEEE EEE EE EE EEE EEE EEC ET EOE EE EEE EEE 


EARTH GUILD 


Tools, Materials & Books for Handcrafts 
33 Haywood Street * dept TH 
Asheville NC 28801 
1-800-327-8448 

e-mail: inform@earthguild.com 

web site) wwweearthguild.com 

mail order catalog: $4 


Trish Waxed Linen Thread 
4 ply - 34 colors - also 2, 3, 7, & 12 ply 
Waxed Linen Necklace Kits & Patterns 
Beading Wire, Mizuhiki, & Embellishment Cords 
Basketweaving Supplies 


Royalwood Ltd. catalog $2.00 
800-526-1630 


. Fax: 888-526-1618 


517-Th Woodville Rd. § 8 
Mansfield, OH 44907 Sey 








AT WHOLESALE PRICES 
FREE CATALOG! 

Inside NJ: 973-546-4502 x33 

Outside NJ: 800-634-6647 x33 


www.lodidownandfeather.com 





heal bye 
© dressforms & 


MY TWIl pantsforms 


Achieve the perfect fit with a form that duplicates 
your body and posture, is sturdy & pinnable 


Custom-Made or Make-Y our-Own 


Kits & Videos * Seminars & Workshops 
Call now, scheduling for 2005 travel 


www.mytwindressforms.com * 1-866-4MY TWIN 


genuine 


rtec & 
Polarfleece 


fabrics direct from the source 
year round! 


Pola 
AN 


Malde ‘n Mills’ 


store 













i www .maldenmillsstore.com } 









See ad index on page 96-97 for reader service numbers. 








‘ | F R EE 
¥ WITH PURCHASE OF THREE PATTERNS 


a, ALWAYS 20% OFF ACCESSORIES 
| : 


zippers, threads, quilting fabrics, needles, scissors & shears, 
sewing furniture & more! 





aaa 
_—— Ee 13 Jeanne Dr. 
‘MUTUAL | Newburgh NY 12550 


/ FABRICS \ 1-800-528-4577 toll free 


Warehouse Sale 


Open To The Public 
Every Thursday & Friday 9:am-4:pm 


Designer Fabrics 























iesi tic. * 
ithanna desien “a re co 


. AP | 
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fits bust 32 to 44, includes’all 
bust sizes. lengths 

& Johanna’s Designer tips 
for construction. 

$8.95 +$3.00 shipping. 























Rococo aay 
Sizes 4 ~ 26 


As 






18th Century Style 
Contemporary Fit 


www.dawnandersondesigns.com (703) 830-1867 





| | My-Fabrics can print your 
images on 40" wide fabric. 


www.my-fabrics.com 
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\* Tecaniaues of Havin Coutusr * Victosian CORSETS * 
— = — =e . 


RUG LOOMS — RUG MAKING SUPPLIES 









Y.. eA fp. 
Printed Fi Fabri L abels 
yy. a 2 | Designed to 
7 E] uk | Your Needs 
" SEWON STICK ON [RON ON £ 


/ $mall or Large Orders Welcome 
 tvaiea Prices * 7-Day Manufacturing 


| FREE Introduction Package 
@ 1-800-944-4696 


includes Samples & Order Forms for Custom Name 
Labels, Clothing I.D. Labels and Care/Content & Sizes 
www.generallabel.com ! 





LEESBURG LOOMS AND SUPPLY 
201 N. CHERRY STREET 
VAN WERT, OH 45891 


800-329-9254 www.leelooms.com 





Sci Rode Rares—fawerron PHOENIX INN 
Dolly McFadden 
15495 NW Norwich Street 
Beaverton. OR 97006 
dollymcfadden@aol.com 
Pp bat S0S-046-41 oS 


a ee ee a per sas ‘Tee igQues # 
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Paron Fabrics West/Annex 
Your Source For Designer Discount Fabrics! 


206 West 40th Street N-Y., NY 10018 
Phone 212-768-3266 Fax 212-768-3260 


www.paronfabrics.com 





Shop for fabrics in the comfort of your home 
Fabrics by Mail Great Copy Club 


Monthly swatches include Monthly garment variations 
knits, fashion wovens & & fashion tips from r-t-w. 
more! $30/12 months $25/12 months 

@EB Both clubs for $50 


Great Copy Stretch & Sew 
4901 Washington Ave * PO Box 085329 







L General Label MfgePO Box 64037 1¢Miami, FL 33164eFax 305-949-2662 





LYCRA® HOUSE, INC. 


232 W. 37th Street (Between 7th & 8th Ave.) 
New York, NY 10018 


Best source of spandex, lycra, 
trimmings and feathers. 
Wholesale and retail. 

Mail order available. 

Ask for swatches. 

Phone: 212-868-0944 « Fax: 212-868-0948 
sales @lycrahouse.com 
www.lycrahouse.com 




















athe Ls ~The Wooly Thread 


G 


f ] 
| ] 
| i 
' sin ll t 
in 4 400% wool: flannel, felt, blanketing, | 
; heady Appleton crewel wool, wool wash, ; 
I 1 
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& ‘= embroidery kits, books, and more.. 


19311 NE 190th St, Woodinville, WA 98077 
www. woolythread. com ~ 495. 788. 6303 


Racine, WI 53408-5329 
262-632-2660 TAN AN Ae [d=y-) Core) oh¥ Aero] ay 


The Classics 


by Cecclia Podolak 


= | 
NEW tarless Shirt 


#106 





¢ Semi-Fitted | 
¢ Drop Shoulder | | 4 \ 
* Curved! Hem & Side Slits 
* Long or Short Sleeves 
* Two Collar Styles __ ‘iia —Sitia 
¢ Misses Sizes 2-24 (32 1/2"-50"Bust) 
PANT, SKIRT & JACKET ALSO AVAILABLE 
$20 US + $3.00 S&H ~ $28.00 CAN + 7% GST + $3.50 S&H 
CHECK - MONEY ORDER - VISA - MASTERCARD 
MATERIAL THINGS: Phone/Fax (604} 469-6953 
60-101 Parkside Drive, Port Moody B.C. V3H 4W6 Canada 


When you need 
bright IDEAS in Cs Kon 
PA OUIC Settee ong accsnsce sre cecsnctesats dese 


Fabulous Fabrics & 
Findings for al your COTTONS,_ 


sewing needs! retatl~mail order 315-363-6834 
Rt5~Oneida NY 13421~cottons@ny.tds.net 


modern, casual style 
www.fabriccollections.com 


www.robertsmfg.com 
1-800-658-8795 USA & Canada 


NA ATTEN 


CUTTING CORNERS 
900 S. Orlando Avenue 
Winter Park, FL 32789 





ZIPPERS 


#400 
We are America’s #1 source for zippers you 


(Ro BERTS 
cannot find in a retail store. All zippers made to - 7 g 


© Order One or More! CUSTOM-MADE ] 
your specifications, and shipped quickly. Easy ets Sewing ieuittattas 
z 


on-line ordering process—simple to use! 
Order one zipper or a dozen, all custom made. 

















ZIPPER§ SOURCE « 
1900 W. Kinzie ae ee IL 60622 S NAPS 


Phone: 312-492-7200 @ Fax: 312-243-1600 The Original and Only Complete Source — 


sities Ine aogeshasteclionvorsnap Natural Dyes and Natural Fibers | 


Styles and colors for Shirts, d Exquisite hand-dyed silk and hempyarn, thread, fiber, and 
Jeans, Jackets, Sportswear, Infants fabric. Natural dyes, mordants, botanicals, and more... 


Wear & Leather. Free Catalog. www.aurorasilk.com - Portland, Oregon - |503) 286-4149 __ 


The Bee “ee Company 


P.O. Box 36108-TH 
Dallas, Texas 75235 -1108 © 1-800-527-5271 











PA T T € # H® f& 


| “a t asd ' “og a sone e*s fait a | fe , 2 
| anes’ I wt ova min a ae 
| sini Hundreds of eo Made 


: : Iron-On Metal and 
ams Sup plies 1 | Swarove Crystal ansters 


New Pattern 
Mandarin Shirt Jacket 
#1214 (xxs-xxl) 








$12 plus $4 5 ; : 
Vj ba th i Books * Foundations ¢ Blocks ¢ Kits « Classes | eK ae tal awoers 
: sa ECKS Wy A hat will complete your art-to-wear ensemble. nit Sew-In Collars 
‘ Find quality supplies and personal attention | 1365. Juniper « Escondido. CA 97025 
POBox 22936 + Seattle, WA 98122 pre Juditly M | | 
ph 206.324.9119 » fax 206.324.5757 Pe 104 S. Detroit St. LaGrange, IN USA 46761-1806 7 888 999 0408 
vw TextileStudioPatt y™ 877-499-4407 or 260-499-4407 ig ee ee Ce ee 
’ WWW. extile tucteFatterns.com | www.judithm.com e-mail: info@judithm.com | 60 page catalog ~ 53.50 « www.suessparkiers.com 








92 THREADS 


[O8 8. (Carroll 





St. Thurmom, MD 21 





Online discount designer fabrics by the yard or 
by the bolt. Over a million yards of Italian Woolen, 
Silk, Pure Linen, Lace Trim, Ribbon, Buttons... 







Over 3000 items!!! 


Biscayne Fabrics Etc 
Fabulous Fashion Fabrics 


_ For You & Your Home! 
www.biscaynefabricsetc.com 









Sewing Machines rons 
Cutting Machines Needles 


f™ 
Atlas Levy Parts & Supplies Attachments 


Everything ForThe Garment industry Dress Forms Presser Feet 
www.atlaslevy.com paper 


Scissors Rulers 
109 W 8th St Los Angeles, CA 90014 Tel (243) 892-0995 





candlelight valley fabrics 


designer fabrics on-line 


silks 


wools cashmeres 


ersevs linens Sitiiive 


microtibers Kayons 


it’s where you want to be! 
www.candlelightvalleyfabrics.com 


“ThreadPRO ” 


Finest Belgian Linen 
For Home and Church 
Widths to 120” 


See our product line at: 


www.threadpro.com 
903-887-2322 










Cutting Mats | 















OTT-LITE LAMPS 
TRUE COLOR 
DISCOUNT PRICES 1!!! 


www.lumenlight.com 
800-742-4289 


CREATE 


FOR LESS 





Over 50.000 
brand name sewing & 
craft supplies at 
discount prices!! 





The Quilted Dragon 


For the finest in Oriental fabrics - 
Quilting & Wearable Art with an Asian Flair 


Shop Phone: (253) 582-7455 
www.quilted-dragon.com 






WANTIEA WADA AA O10 (XO) O)KOlI = 1101010 |KO) K0) 


PRON ESS iC Al erent. 


Cen Cotigs 


For membership info or free referral call: 
(877) 755-0303 or write 


PACC, Dept.T,6491 SummerCloud Way, Columbia, MD 21045-5612 





Fashion Fabrics 
Over 4,000 Types Of Buttons 
Wide Variety Of Classes 
Swiss Embroidery 
Natural Fibers 


¢ Plazi Mall. 99 S. Elliott Road 
+, Chapel Hill, NC 27514 
T9- 942- 9661 


“ULTRASUEDE 


By the yard or 
specialty cut piece 
Over 120 Colors 
Appliqués * Fringe 


ULTRA STYLE DESIGNS 


Secure on-line ordering 


www.ultrastyledesigns.com 
813 Moffat Court, Castle Rock, CO 80108 
Toll free: 1-866-733-8949 








See ad index on page 96-97 for reader service numbers. 


Wool!..Wool!.. Wool! 


ky ia leas bt leva 
Colors and ‘Textures 


lon «al 


From...wool coating, boucle and 
boiled wool 
To...crepe, gabardine , sateen 
and flannel 


millendstore.com 


Personal Swatching 
Service $3.00 
E:mailinllendstr@aol 


Since 1918 y 


9701 SE McLoughhn Blvd. 
Milwaukie, OR. 97222 
(S03)786-1234 

Fax 786-2022 














e-sewi me RES 


Hyon 8 
: ng val a 


eewing Notions... 
and so much more! 


1:800.343.9670 








Patterns & Fine Linens by: 


Reandk- 


originals 


Barb Callahan 
South Venice Beach, Florida 
50B:7371013 Sere 


www.barboriginals.com 





North Jersey's largest fabric/quilt shop. 
BERNINA® EJ] SEWING MACHINE 


Fabrics-Yarn-Machine Embroidery 

Located 25 minutes from New York City 

between Rts. 287 & 80-just off Rt. 23. 
—! Acme Country Fabrics 

24-26 Newark Pompton Turnpike, Pequannock, N,J. 07440 

973-096-1784 www.acmecountryfabrics.com 








OH 


—PREABLEARE .. 


For All Your Sewing, Embroidery and Quilting Needs 


*Fabric "Sewing Machines 
sBooks sMachine Accessories 
*Patterns ‘Quilting Notions 
-Classes *Mail Order 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE! 
www.treadieart.com 


25834 Narbonne Ave. 
Lomita, CA. 90717 


310-534-5122 





Delta Sewing Furniture 
Quality Value Style 


Your source for sewing cobinets with the locks of fine furniture 
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Marketplace 


) 


a 
6 QD embroidery Studion i 


£ Extraordinary Re 
i Embroidery ‘ 


\www.TheembroideryStudio.com / 


Fine & interesting fabrics, patterns, sewing supplies. 
Madison, Wisconsin 


608 294-7436 www.gayleatherfabrics.com 


Need to design for STANDARD SIZES? 


STANDARD SIZES FOR TODDLER: PRE-TEEN, CHILDREN, JUNIOR, PLUS, PETITE. MISSY 


Find your accurate BASIC PATTERNS 4 


pattern.stringcodes.com 


october 
14.15. 16.17 2004 
metro toronto 
convention centre 
south building lial d he 


conference classes 
500 oa booths 


1.800.291. 2050 


ideas, solutions, supplies 
and techniques for... 

« beading « crafting» crochet 
* quilting » knitting » sewing 
* scrapbooking + embroidery 
+ do-it-yourself decorating 
& sewww much more! 





Iron-On Crystals & Nailheads 


*Swarovski Crystals *Facets *Nailheads *Supplies ” 
*Ready-to-Apply Designs *Red Hat Stuff 
Starter Kit Valued atS$ 45.00 
ORDER NOW FOR ONLY $19.99 


' Manfion Tareadg Magazine £ Recowe a FREE Gifi! 









CRAZY 
ult 


earrings eee 


§ erling silver and copper 
embossed with fabric textures; 
§ erling hooks. 1.5in long 
triangle with red, green 
or black wire stitchery. 





FEL WRC 


| Colleen Lynch USPS Box 11] 75 Calais, ME 04619 | 


www.colleenlynch.ca 506.529.4019 
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| 2 Acres 


Saq 


Embroidery & Fabric Arts 





www.sageloft.com 





Creekside Designs 
Custom Machine Embroidery Designs 
Unique Variety 
Popular Formats 
Free Designs 
http :// Www. creeksidedesigns. com 


e4 Lott 























LT SC Wwe 


Visit Nancy Cain's website featuring: 
fitsewwell.c 
UNIQUE 


PATTERNS 
FOR 


WEARABLE ART] 


= 


email name and address 
to: info@folkwear.com 





Shop the Country's Largest Fabric Store On-line. 


baerfabrics.com 





Certified Organic 
% 


Cotton Fabrics 


Tel: 806-428-3345 
Fax: 888-439-6647 


www .cottonplus.com ~info@cottonplus.com 





For free 32-page catalog, 


of Merchandise! 


See ad index on page 96-97 for reader service numbers. 


HAND MADE BOILED WOOL 


Worsted and Fine Merino 
¢ Finest Quality * Soft Supple Texture 
60 Luscious Colors & Heathers w/matching trim 
($5 refund on first fabric order) 
$10 for fabric swatches to: 
Karen’s Kreations 
6542 125th Ave. S.E. 
Bellevue, WA 98006 
(425) 643-9809 


www.marshallee.com/Karen sKreations.htm 
www.Sadiasews.com 


f 
mail@sadiasews.com 


Secure online Visa/MC and Paypal transactions 






Sadia’s Designs 


Unique Lace and Machine 
Embroidery Designs 


Lorraine Torrence @ 


Det gn + § 


2112S. Spokane St. Seattle, WA 98144 
www.lorrainetorrence.com 


CLASS ACT ENSEMBLE 
Pattern includes 4 jacket views. 
plus long and ihc pane 


TOLLFREE: 1-800-369-4974 
Ask for free brochure 





eToMeoy ii fit= mm cela elcelele tors 


Tibkelaurcngcela 





Find our advertisers web sites 
quickly and easily on 
our online Advertiser Index at 


threadsmagazine.com 


THREADS 


50 Hazelton Lane 










gadacrmiy sl =a RR#1, Box#l 
lene Sewing & Design | Nth Bay, Ontario 
Canada P1B 8G2 






Owned by Kathryn Brenne 
: 705.494.8529 
wwwfinesewing.com 





fabricdotcom 


Ethnics * Holiday * Cars * Hunting 
Motorcycles * Flannels * Bargains * Fishing 


Hawaiian * Kits * Cats * Grapes 


Personal Service * Secure Shopping 


www. fabricdotcom.com 
















The Look 


Fit! P 

And The atterns 
in siz 

14-24 Order Toll Free: Send $2 for 

rerundabdie 
1-877-909-8668 [steer 
Blouse Petite Plus 
#103 Patterns ) 
as POBox 81140 petite /plus 
#150 SB by PO atterns 
Burnaby,BC =P 

Skirt CANADA 8 
#501 V5H4K2 perfect Fit Guide® 


www.petitepluspatterns.com 


Keep your Threads back issues 
eke) qiitemole-live mii e 


Store your treasured copies of Threads in 
slipcases for easy reference again and again! Bound 
in darkgreen and embossed in gold, each case 
holds more than a year’s worth of Threads. 
Only $8.95 ($24.95 for 3, $49.95 for 6). 
Postage and handling additional. CT residents add 6% sales tax, 


Canadian residents please add 7% GST. 


To place an order using your credit card, 
call 1-800-888-8286. 
Outside the U.S. and Canada call 1-203-426-8171. 


Save Up To 70% off Retail Prices On: 


WOOL % VELVET % COTTON “ LINEN “% SILK 
UPHOLSTERY “ SATIN % LINING AND MORE.. 


MEMBER SPECIALS 


Receive additional 15% off selected items 
Free Unlimited Samples 


Membership Only $3.99 A Year 
_ AI Quality...Al Prices...Al Service...That’s Al FABRIC 


www.A LFABRIC.com 
Toll Free 187-410-5050 






































Secure online processing: New Fabrice Collections 
Check, money order, Visa o< Robyn Pandolph’s 
and MasterCard accepted “Sentimental Journey” 


o< Michael Miller “Fairy Frost” 
O< Michael Miller “Under the Sea” 
O< Marinda Steward's 

“Asian Fantasy” 


Shop 24 hours a day. 
Free shipping in USA 
for orders over $100. 


www.afabricoasis.com 


108 Piantation Lane 
Stafford, VA22556-1622 


Phone or Fax: 540 286-2609 | 





Learn to Sew! Clothing & Drapes 
2 easy-to-follow videos from Fil Nufrio. 
Special Offer! Two videos for only $20.99 


Sewn Up Productions Inc. 18 Ancon Rad. Woodbridge, ON Canada L4H 2B1 


| [__}Yes! Please send me ? videos for $20.99" . All Prices in Canadian funds. 

| CJ Payment enclosed (Cheque or Money Order) oRL_JMasterCard__Ivisa 
Charge Card # Exp. Date Initials 

*Please add $6.99 shipping & handling plus applicable taxes 

| Make personal cheques or money orders payable to Sewn Up Productions Inc. 

www.sewnupby fil.com 














Name 
Address Apt. # 
City. State Zip 

_ Email 


@ Fabric Oasiatie 





Petite Plus— 


AMAZING ova, 
SELF CLING NO GLUE : 


rl 


Pp ) nage 
R EVEN : | ! , : 
Pul 


www.getcreativeshow.com/amazingtape.htm 


RETAIL 1 (323) 727-1231 WHOLESALE 


Your source for mail order 
sewing supplies 
* Hard-to-find items for fashion sewing 
: Tailoring supplies + Buttons 
- Over 80 colors of Ambiance lining 
- Designer patterns 


_ www.thesewingplace.com 


1-800-587-3937 








1 \ Phone 800-562-5578 


-Fabric 





The CLASSIFIED rate is $5.50/word, minimum 15 
words. Payment must accompany order. Send to Threads, 
Classifieds, PO Box 5506, Newtown, CT 06470-5506, 

or fax to 203-426-3434. The deadline for the 
December/January 2005 issue is Sept. 15, 2004. 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


$400 WEEKLY ASSEMBLING beaded jewelry/ 
products from home. Rush SASE: Home Assembly— 
TH, Box 216, New Britain, CT 06050-0216. 


$506.25 WEEKLY SEWING BABY BIBS! For infor- 
mation send SASE to: Stuff-4-Kids, P.O. Box 1060, 
El Toro, CA 92609. 


FABRICS 
ULTRASUEDE® $29.97 - $39.97 YD., 120 Swatches, 


$15.00. Field’s Fabrics, 1695-44th, Grand Rapids, Ml 
49508-5001. 1-800-67ULTRA. www fieldsfabrics.com 


KRREREKEREKEKREER KRERREKEKERE 


www.laceland.com 
Visit our website to shop for bridal laces, Lycra, other 
fabrics, notions and patterns. 


Mary Mulari’s * 

PRODUCTIONS  _;Books 
-Pattierns- 

www.marymulari.com -Embroidery- 

: 


L_BOx ATE Avon MN 55705 Collection: 5 


See ad index on page 96-97 for reader service numbers. 


The Amazing 
FITTING ASSISTANT 
Easy to use 

Reduce frustration 

save time & money 
Your Personal Fit 
Converts 3D body form 
into 2D master patterns 


Now 
| available for 
, Men 


OnE] 


www. yourpersonalfit comthreads htm 
Fax 559-291-9933 





$9.00 ppd with this ad 
Canada $10 wus Funds only 
MC VISA Discover Checks 


Great Copy Patterns 
PO Box 085329 
Racine, WI 53408-5329 
262-632-2660 


#2120 Last Tango 
www.greatcopy.com 


Skirt & Top 


Fast & FRIENDLY hometown service. 


“Se wthanktule 


Threads, Patterns & MORE 





Y our only source for Thread Candy.” | 


LYCRAS*NOTIONS*LACES*PATTERNS*® Fabrics 
and patterns for swimsuits, lingerie, skating, drill 
team and dance costumes. A fantastic selection of 
lycras, powernets, glistenets, tricots, lingerie laces, 
notions, underwires, bra cups, etc. Quantity dis- 
counts available. Catalog—$3.00. Color swatches— 
$2.00. FABRIC DEPOT, P.O. Box 411, Garwood, TX 
77442-0411. Phone or Fax (979) 758-3100. 
www.FabricDepotCo.com 


ACCESSORIES / MISC. 


GROMMETS - for Draperies 1%-in. - %4-in ID. Easy! 
Grommet kit available. 888-543-2998 or On-line at 
www.Grommet-tape.com 


SINGER AUTHORIZED SEWING specialty retailer. 
Guaranteed lowest prices at netsew.com. Call for 
information on our casual and special occasion 
fashion fabrics. (561) 368-8082 


HAVE A FEW VERY NICE Portable Singer 


Featherweights. (221). Cases included. Toll free 
866-239-8393 
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Advertiser Index/Web Directory 


For more information from advertisers, use reader service card inside back cover. For quick access to their websites, go to the Index to 
Advertisers at www.threadsmagazine.com 


Advertiser 


A-l Accessories 

A-1 Fabric Incorporated 

A Fabric Oasis 

Able Labels of Sarasota 

Academy of Fashion Design 

Academy of Fine Sewing & 
Design 

Acme Country Fabrics 


Alpha Impressions 


Amazing Designs 

American Sewing Center 

Apple Annie Fabrics 

Art ol the Midwest 

Atlas Levy Sewing Machine, 
Company 

Aurora Silk 

Baby Lock 

Baby Lock 

Baer Fabrics 

Barb Originals 

Barudan America, Inc, 

Baum Textile Mills, Inc. 

Beacon Fabric & Notions 

The Bee Lee Company 

Bernina 

Biscayne Fabrics, Etc. 

BJ’s Fabrics & Quilts 

Brother 

Burda World of Fashion 

The Button Drawer 

Buttons, Etc. 

Candlelight Valley Fabrics 

Christine Jonson Patterns 

Coats & Clark 

Colleen Lynch Studio 

The Colonial Needle Co. 


Contemporary Cloth 

The Cotton Boll 

Cotton Plus 

Cottons, Etc. 

The Couture Sewing School 
CraitConnection 

Createfor Less 

Creative Sew & Needlework 


Festival 


Creekside Embroidery 
Designs 

Criswell Embroidery & 
Design 

Cutting Corners 

Cy Rudnick’s Fine Fabrics 

Darr, Incorporated 


Dawn Anderson Designs 
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Web Address 


www.a-laccessories.com 
www.aifabric.com 
www.afabricoasis.com 
www.ablelabels.com 


www.aofdesign.com 


www.finesewing.com 
www.acmecountryfabrics.com 


www.alphaimpressions.com 


Ww Taz il iqdesigns com 
www.american-sewing.com 
www.appleanniefabrics.com 


www.artofthemidwest.com 


www.altaslevy.com 
www.aurorasilk.com 
www.babylock.com 


www.babylock.com 


www. baerabrics.com 
www.barboriginals.com 
www.barudan.com 
www.baumtextile.com 


www.beaconfabric.com 


www.berninausa.com 
www. biscaynelabnicsetc.com 


www.bjsfabricsquilts.com 


www .brother.com 
www.glpnews.con/crafts.html 
www.buttondrawer.com 
www.buttons-etc.com 
www.candlelightvalleyfabrics.com 
www.cjpatterns.com 
www.coatsandclark.com 
www.colleenlynch.ca 


www.colonialneedie.com 


www.contemporarycloth.com 
www.thecottonboll.com 


www.cottonplus.com 


www.susankhalje.com 
www.craftconn.com 


www.createforless.com 


www.csnf.com 


http://creeksidedesigns.com 


www.k-lace.com 
www.fabriccollections.com 
www.sewing.org/cyrudnicks/ 
www.darrsewnotions.com 


www.dawnandersondesigns.com 
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Advertiser 


Daylight Company 
Delectable Mountain Cloth 
Delta Sewing Furniture 
Design to Fit Patterns, Inc. 
Designer’s Gallery 
Digitape Designs 

Discount Fabrics, USA 
Distinctive Fabric 

Do It Yourself Slipcovers 


Dolly Me Fadden 


Dragon Threads 

Earth Guild 

Edward R. Hamilton, 
Bookseller 

The Electric Quilt Company 

The Embroidery Studio 

Embroider This! 


Embroidery Arts 
Embroidery Library 
Eucalan Inc. 

Eva Dress 

5 T’s Embroidery Supply 
Fabric by Design 
Fabric.com 

Fabric Dot Com 


Fabulous Fit Dress Forms 


Fare Tahiti Fabrics 
Filler Replacement 
Fine Fabric Stores 
Fishman’s Fabrics, Inc. 
Fitsewwell.com 
Folkwear Patterns 
French Connections 
Gayfeather Fabrics 
General Labei Mfg. 
Grannd Garb Companies 
Great Copy Patterns 
Great Copy Patterns 
The Green Pepper 
Haberman Fabrics 
Havel’s, Inc. 

Hirsch International 
Hobby Ware 


Holley Berry Collections 


Home Sewing Association 
Homespun Wide Fabrics 


Hugo’s Amazing Tape 


Husqvarna/ Viking 
Jacquard Products 
Jenny’s Sewing Studio 


Johanna Design Studio 
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Web Address 


www.daylightcompany.com 
www.delectablemountain.com 
www.deltasewing.com 
www.designtofit.com 
www.babylock.com 
www.digitapedesigns.com 
www.discountfabricsusa.com 
www.distinctivefabric.com 


www.diyslipcovers.com 


http://www.pdxfashionincubator.org/ 
board.htm 
www.dragonthreads.com 


www.earthguild.com 


www.erhbooks.com/fsm 
www.electricquilt.com 
www.theembroiderystudio.com 


www.embroiderthis.com 


www.embroideryarts.com 
www.emblibrary.com 
www.eucalan.com 
www.evadress.com 
www.ots.com 

www fabricbydesign.com 
www.fabric.com 
www.fabricdotcom.com 


www .fabulousfit.com 


www.faretahiti.com 


www .finefabricstores.com 
www.cadenaamerica.com 
www .fitsewwell.com 

www folkwear.com 
www.french-nc.com 
www.gayfeatherfabrics.com 


www.generallabel.com 


www.grannd.com 
www.greatcopy.com 
www.greatcopy.com 
www.thegreenpepper.com 
www.habermanfabrics.com 
www.havels.com 
www.hirschintl.com/bestdeals 
www.hobbyware.com 


www.holleyberrycollections.com 


www.sewing.org 
www.homespunfabrics.com 
www.getcreativeshow.com/ 
amazingtape.htm 
www.husqvarnaviking.com 
www.jacquardproducts.com 
www.jennys-sewing-studio.com 


www.,johanna-design-studio.com 
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For more information from advertisers, use reader service card inside back cover. For quick access to their websites, go to the Index to 
Advertisers at www.threadsmagazine.com 
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Advertiser Service 
No. 
Judith M Design 84 
Juki Union Special! 55 
Kandi Corp 21 


Karen's Kreations 


Keepsake Quilting Supplies 411 
Ken's Sewing Center 87 
LaFred 88 
LeesburgLooms& Supply 67 








Les Fabriques 46 
Linda Stewart Couture 106 
Lodi Down & Feather 44 
Loes Hinse Design 156 
Lorraine Torrence 121 
Lumenlight.com 169 
Lycra House, Inc. 80 
MadeiraEmbroidery& 

Quilting Thread 139 
Malden Mills 189 
Manhattan Wardrobe Supply 
Manta-Ray, Inc 161 
Martha Pullen 47 
Mary’s Productions 
Material Things 16 
Mekong River Textiles 
Michael’s Fabrics 
Mill End Store 179 
Monterey Mills 1 
Mutual Fabrics 183 
My-Fabrics 191 
My Twin Dress Forms 23 
Mynotions.com 190 
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* ne day as I was casually go- 
: ing through the classified 





~ ads in the newspaper, a cu- 
rious headline jumped out at 
me: “Button Auction.” | was in- 
trigued by the very idea, but | 
couldn’t imagine what it might 
be like. How could someone 
auction off buttons? 

As a graphic designer, lifelong 
sewer, and recent quilter, my 
interest in buttons was natural, 
even though these were my 
pre-embellishment days. But 
who, besides me, would attend? 
How many others cared enough 
about buttons to attend such an 
event on a weekday morning? 
Maybe there wouldonly be a few 
people there, and I could get 
some great bargains. 


5 











In any case, this sounded 
like something worth experi- 
encing, so | took off time from 
my job at a university in 
Rochester, New York, to attend. 

The directions in the ad led me 
to a small, older home in a resi- 
dential neighborhood on the out- 
skirts of the city. | was surprised 
to see cars lining the quiet street. 
Upon entering, | discovered that 
the house was full of people. The 
extensive button collection be- 
ing auctioned was from the estate 
of an older woman. Slowly and 
quietly, we filed through the 
rooms downstairs, which were 
empty except for tables covered 
with boxes of large cardboard 
cards. Patterns of buttons had 
been mounted on each card. 

I felt a bit sad as I watched 
strangers closely examine the 
cards, sorted and organized by 
category, material, and size. The 
collector had obviously spent 
many years carefully growing 
and pruning her collection of 
buttons, as one might cultivate 
rose bushes. | watched and lis- 
tened to see what happened 
next—I still wasn’t quite sure 
how this was going to work. 

At the appointed time, every- 
one went out the kitchen door to 
a small backyard, where rows 
of folding chairs were set up. | 
slipped into a seat toward the 
back and observed the scene. 
The crowd consisted mostly of 
middle-aged and older women, 
and one well-dressed man. And 
a man with a microphone stood 
near the podium. 

As soon as the man with the 
microphone began to speak, | 
realized he was a real auctioneer, 
using that amazing, singsongy 


auction voice. 
And he was auction- 
ing off buttons! Clearly, the peo- 
ple in this crowd were serious 
collectors who knew what they 
were doing. | appeared to be the 
only casual enthusiast; I didn’t 
realize so many people took but- 
tons so seriously. | was amazed 
at how high the bids went, and 
my hopes of picking up some 
great buttons at bargain prices 
were quickly dashed. 

As the bidding continued, it 
was clear that the gentleman in 
the audience was willing to out- 
bid anyone to get the lots he 
wanted—much to the conster- 
nation of the crowd, who mur- 
mured their disapproval. By the 
end, the Button Man had spent 
a great deal of money, and pur- 
chased most of the collection. 

| was disappointed at the 
thought of walking away empty- 
handed, but I brightened when, 
at the end, they began auction- 
ing off big bags of junk leftovers. 
Here was my chance! | timidly 
raised my hand for a $10 bag, 
and proudly claimed my trea- 
sure. The auctioneer even 






threw in an orphan card 
of diminutive buttons. 

Over the years, I have 
delved into that treasure 
trove of old, unique but- 
tons for my many projects. It’s 
wonderful fun to paw through 
the heavy cardboard box in 
which they are kept in search 
of just the perfect buttons to em- 
bellish my sewing and quilting 
creations. 





Louise LoPinto Hutchison enjoys 
her button collection in upstate 
New York. 


iiustrations: Barbara J. Cottingham 











Rose knows value. That's why she 

Shops at the Embroidery Library. 

With over 15,000 designs priced from 

$1 to $7.99, exciting sales, value packs, 





and design-a-dozen discounts, Rose 


can buy fabulous embroidery designs 





and have plenty of money left over 


for the daily paper. 
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THOUSANDS OF OUT-OF-THE-ORDINARY STOCK EMBROIDERY DESIGNS 







IN DETAIL 


The intricate embellishment on the gray-blue 
velveteen of this coat gives the effect of fine 
embroidery enhanced with tiny jewels. However, 
this is only an illusion: the designs were created 
with paint, probably stamped or stenciled (or a 
combination of both techniques) on the napped 
surface of the fabric, and finished off with tiny 
sequins and glitter. Dating from the mid- to late- 
1920s, the coat reveals that decade's interest in 
straight silhouettes, soft colors, and delicate 


rather than overpowering ornamentation, To 
















learn to create sophisticated surface design with 2. 


the aid of a stencil, see p. 42. 








Phoios: Scott Phihps 


